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AIE, they have been very busy- dating, marry-
ing, finishing school, and traveling while also 
keeping active in music and community 
events with friends and family.  
   Danielle, who graduated in 2005, went to 
the University of Louisville, where she studied 
Exercise Physiology.  She worked at Humana 
and is now with Health Fitness. 
Corey, who graduated from AIE in 2006, re-
ceived his Nursing degree from the University 
of Louisville and now works for KentuckyOne 
Health.  He is a registered nurse in the Medi-
cal ICU and he’s been there since 2001. 
   When asked how they manage to stay close 
friends with so many of their AIE family, Dan-
ielle said, “I was one grade ahead of Corey so 
I still came back to AIE to watch his basketball 
games. I'm very close with my younger sister, 
Margaret (07), and Corey is with his younger 
brother, Zack (08).  Our circles of friends 
seemed to merge with their circles. Common 
interests of course have been essential in 
keeping our bonds strong, especially music & 
travel.” 
   Corey has been making music in a group 
called Beacons.  They recently finished their 
second project entitled BLACK BOXES which 
has been released on laser-engraved USB 
drives, housed in handmade replicas of black 
box flight recorders.  They had a gig sched-
uled at the NuLu Fest September 26

th
.  

Corey’s music also keeps him in touch with 
AIE friends, occasionally playing at the same 
venue as graduate Ryan Thomas which lures 
into attendance other AIE graduates.  
   While music has been a love they’ve 
shared, travel has also kept them united and 
connected to friends.  They’ve traveled to St. 
John with Tyler Scanlon and his wife, Kayla; 
visited Brian Davis and his wife, Maria, in 
Manhattan; and Ryan Thomas in Nashville 
and Asheville.  Recently, they met up with 
Colin McDowell in LA, and Paige Battcher and 
her fiancé in Dana Point, California.  “I think 

Continued on page 5 

   Over the past twenty-something years, we 
have had a lot of students graduate from our 
school.  Some of them we hear from occasion-
ally,  some slip away quietly (busy, as they 
should be, with their lives and families), and 
some I just keep bumping into!   I first noticed 
this strange phenomena a couple of years ago 
on my way to visit a local pizza establishment in 
St. Matthews.  Making our way from the parking 
lot, my family and I looked up to see Corey and 
Danielle staring at us, bigger than life – literally.  
They were featured in a window advertisement 
for the jewelry store that created their custom 
wedding rings.   
   Since that time,  I have been lucky enough to 
run into the couple several other times; in part 
because we have mutual acquaintances, but 
also because this couple is (I suspect literally) 
on the go, all the time. Since graduating from 

Continued on page 7 

Corey & Danielle (Burns) Wood 



Isaiah Barron plans to begin his journey towards a Bachelors in Finance at JCTC this fall.  At the Academy he played varsity baseball. 
Outside of school he competed in team club boxing.  

Alex Bates will be attending Indiana University Southeast where he will major in Sports Administration and minor in Coaching.  At 
AIE, he spent 6 years playing basketball, 4 years playing baseball and 4 years as a member of The Dramatic Paws.  In 
the Senior Production, Beauty and the Beast, he played the role of Gaston.  Outside of school, he also played softball for 
his church.   

Max Bickley will be attending Bellarmine University and majoring in Computer Engineering.  He is a member of Southeast Christian 
Church where he played soccer.   

Stephen Black was very involved in extracurricular activities at AIE.  He ran track, bowled,played soccer, baseball and basketball.  He 
also played in the band for a bit and was a member of The Dramatic Paws.  He made the All-Tournament team in bas-
ketball.  Outside of school he played AAU Basketball.  He is  beginning his college experience at JCTC. 

Jacob Boles is interested in being a corrections officer.   While at AIE,  he was a member of The Dramatic Paws, and the archery 
team.  Jacob is an Eagle Scout.  

Austin Carroll will be attending Boyce College where he will play basketball and earn his BS in Business Administration.  While at AIE 
he played basketball, soccer and baseball.  He received four All-Tournament awards for basketball, was selected to the 
KCAA East All-Star team twice and received one All-Tournament award for soccer.   

Jonathan Claar is an accomplished percussionist and is working to fulfill his dream of opening a music shop.   

Hannah Fisk is working at a YMCA daycare.  She will be attending JCTC and working towards a degree in Nursing.  While at AIE she 
played soccer, volleyball, and archery. She also volunteered at Kosair Children’s Hospital. She was Chip in Beauty and 
the Beast. 

Julia Hardin began attending JCTC and working at UPS during her senior year at AIE.    

Tanner Heckel began attending JCTC and working at UPS during his senior year at AIE.  He is working to become a driver for UPS.  
While at school, he was on the basketball team and welded works of art for the school.   

Chloe Hill will be attending cosmetology school.  She was a member of The Dramatic Paws her freshman year.  

Matthew Houlette will be attending the University of Louisville on the Trustee’s scholarship.  He also received a scholarship from the Rotary 
Club.  He will be working towards a degree in the area of science and is planning on a working towards a Masters.  
While at AIE,  he played five years of basketball and four years of baseball, making the All-Tournament team his junior 
year.  He was also a member of the Dramatic Paws for four years and played Beast in Beauty and the Beast.  Addition-
ally, he was the musical director and played the accompaniment for practice and production. Outside of school he was a 
member of the youth group at Immanuel UCC and took advantage of many opportunities to provide community service.   
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As with every graduating class at AIE, there was much diversity to be shared and celebrated. As our graduates leave us, we hope 

they remember the work they did here and continue their journey towards excellence. They are headed in many different direc-

tions—which suit their many different desires and needs—but we hope to hear back from them as we have from other graduates 

and learn not just how the world is treating them, but how they are treating the world. As of graduation day, this is what their 

plans were. 

Luke Johnson will be working for UPS. While at AIE he was on the bowling 
team and played basketball.  

Kenny Jones is enrolled at Spalding University.  He was awarded an ath-
letic scholarship.  Kenny joined us his senior year, but be-
came a part of the family quickly, playing basketball and 
assisting with set construction and the projection of an avian 
creature during Beauty and the Beast.    

Noah Lauck is attending JCTC with plans to transfer to Lipscomb and 
major in Graphic Arts.  While at AIE he played basketball, 
soccer and baseball.  He was a member of the Dramatic 
Paws for  four years.  Paquin & Alex as LeFou & Gaston 
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Samantha Morgan plans to pursue her love of writing and become an author.  Samantha  became a part of our family during her sen-
ior year but quickly became a vital part of the senior play, designing, constructing and sewing Mrs. Potts costume 
and operating the lighting during the play.  She was also a member of the archery team and competed in nation-
als.  Outside of school she was in the Civil Air Patrol. 

Samantha Mullins received scholarships to attend the University of Louisville where she will be pursuing a degree in Paralegal Stud-
ies with the ultimate goal of attending law school.  She was also awarded scholarships to Bellarmine and Stetson 
Universities.  Samantha joined us her senior year and was an invaluable aid to Ms. Gil helping with choreography, 
acting and voice coaching.   Outside of school she was on a competitive dance team and taught dance at Elite 
Academy of Dance.   

Harper Murrell received the Presidential Scholarship to attend the Honors Program at Northern Kentucky University where she 
will be studying Chemistry.  During her time at AIE she competed in National History Day three times and went to 
nationals;  played basketball, receiving All-Tournament awards and making the All-Star team; competed in Volley-
ball and made the All-Tournament team.  She was also a member of The Dramatic Paws, taking small onstage 
roles but primarily running the sound system and managing the tech. crews.   

Victor Myers is planning on attending college.  Victor was a quiet but efficient leader during the making of Beauty and the Beast.  
He made a number of good suggestions,  constructed a great deal of the set and took charge of many things back 
stage.   

Luke Nall will be working and continuing his education.   He played basketball for seven years at AIE and baseball for four.  
Outside of school, he was involved in karate at St. Matthews Martial Arts.  

Cole Neal is attending Western Kentucky University where he has declared a major in Computer Science.   Cole was respon-
sible for the construction of the set during Beauty and the Beast.   

Jake Nenni is enrolled in the Automotive program at JCTC.  While at AIE, he played middle school basketball.   

Austin Newkirk is working at UPS.  While at AIE, he was on the bowling team.  

Keean O’Connor will be attending JCTC.  He is interested in Computer Science.  While at AIE, he bowled and was a member of 
The Dramatic Paws.  He played Cogsworth in Beauty and the Beast. Outside of school,  he was a member of the 
Boy Scouts and became an Eagle Scout.  

Abby Pautsch was accepted into the Honors Program at Northern Kentucky University where she will be pursing a degree in 
Electronic Media.   She was also offered a scholarship at Bellarmine. During her time at AIE, she played volleyball 
and competed twice in National History Day, making it to state both times.  She played Madame La Grande 
Bouche in Beauty and the Beast.  Outside of school she swam with Triton Swimming and Douglas Hills.  

Paquin Lewis is interested in joining the Coast Guard.  While at AIE, he 
played basketball and was on the bowling team.  He was 
also a member of The Dramatic Paws and played Le Fou 
in Beauty and the Beast. Outside of school, he played 
rugby for Highlands Rugby.   

Brittney Lloyd began attending JCTC and working at UPS during her 
senior year at AIE.    

Adam Lyon will be going to work and pursuing his interest in writing 
and community service.  

Levi Mattingly is planning a career as a welder, and will be attending 
school to learn that skill.  While at AIE, he played basket-
ball, golf, bowling, and archery. 

Nolan McClain played basketball while at AIE and is excited for the op-
portunity to join the work force.  

Stephen  Mivelaz began attending JCTC and working at UPS during his 
senior year at AIE.   He was a member of The Dramatic 
Paws. 

Noah as “crazy ol’ Maurice” 



Olivia Raley will be attending the University of Kentucky.  While at AIE, she played basketball and volleyball.  She was a member of 
the Dramatic Paws for four years.  She played Belle in Beauty and the Beast and was a student director in the spring 
production of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  

Adelaide Roberts wants to study Behavioral Science and attend JCTC to start reaching that goal.  While at AIE, she was a member of The 
Dramatic Paws.   

Jeffrey Roberts is attending Boyce College.  He is interested in Education & Theater Arts.  While at AIE,  he played basketball and soccer 
and was on the bowling team.  He also was a member of band and The Dramatic Paws.  He played Lumiere in Beauty 
and the Beast.  Outside of school,  he was in the Louisville Youth Choir and played basketball and soccer at Southeast 
Christian Church.  

Adam Smedley is going to attend JCTC.  He was a member of The Dramatic Paws and assisted in the management of the lights and 
sound system.  He is an avid creative writer. 

Sydney Smith will be continuing her education at JCTC. She has the eventual goal of attending Western Kentucky University.  While at 
AIE, she played basketball for five years.  She was a member of the Dramatic Paws and played Aunt Polly in The Adven-
tures of Tom Sawyer.   Outside of school she worked at Lakeside Swim Club and volunteered for Vacation Bible School 
at Bardstown Road Presbyterian and Immanuel Church.   

Jonathan Snyder plans to attend JCTC.  He was a member of the bowling and archery teams.  He was also a member of  The Dramatic 
Paws and played Joe Harper in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  

Kyle Stanfield will begin his study of Radiology at JCTC and transfer to the University of Louisville.  Kyle joined AIE for his senior year 
and played basketball and baseball.   

Courtney Tate will be attending Paul Mitchell-The School.  While at AIE she played volleyball and softball.  She was also a member of 
The Dramatic Paws and played Mrs. Potts in Beauty and the Beast. She received the Unsung Hero Award from the Opti-
mist’s Club.  

Jackson Pope was awarded the Cherry Scholarship (full tuition) 
in the Honors College at  Western Kentucky 
University.  He is studying Law and looks for-
wards to a political career.   At AIE, he played 
soccer and participated in National History Day.  
He was a member of the Dramatic Paws for two 
years and took the lead in The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer.  Outside of school he played club 
soccer and was a Boy Scout.  His Eagle Scout 
project took place at Grove Hill Cemetery where 
he mapped out the military graves stones so that 
flags would be placed on all soldiers graves 
each year.   

Leah Price is going to Harding University in Searcy, Arkan-
sas.  During her time at AIE,  she played volley-
ball and competed in National History Day, mak-
ing it to the state level.  She was also a member 
of The Dramatic Paws.   She is a member of 
Westport Road Church of Christ and participated 
in mission trips to Panama.  

Liam Tonna is planning to pursue his dream of working in a zoo. He was a member of the bowling and archery teams.  

Haeli Woodard plans to attend college to become a dental hygienist.  During her senior year, she played volleyball and softball.  Haeli 
was Babette in Beauty and the Beast. 

Amanda Woosley will be attending cosmetology school.  While here, she was a member of the softball and bowling teams.  Outside of 
school she served in her church’s childcare program.  

Matt & Harper as the Beast and the Enchantress 
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This year’s production was a phenomenal success. 
Thanks to the talents of our student musician, Matt 
Houlette, and the combined effort of an amazing group 
of kids, the show (among the more difficult of the pro-
ductions AIE has attempted over the years) was, as 
the cliché goes, a really crowd pleaser.  Directing this 
year were Ms. Gillian Langley, Mr. Mike Robertson and 
AIE newcomer, Ms. Kim Crone. 

Above: Leah, Adelaide, Sydney, Hannah, Amanda & 

Sam look on while Paquin and Alex perform “Gaston” 

 

Right: Keean & Jeffrey as Cogsworth and Lumiere 

with Matt & Olivia. 

Above:  Abby as Madame La Grande Bouche with 

Olivia as Belle. 

 

Right:  Hannah as Chip with Courtney as Mrs. Potts 
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   We are trying to update contact information and keep as many of you in the AIE loop as possible.  If you’re a member of Face-

book and want to be kept up to date on current news, please join the AIE Alumni/CougarTracks group.  We are using this as a tool 

to keep you in the know about current events that are relevant to AIE Alumni. Ms. Gil invited everyone that is on her Alumni  

friends list, but doesn’t have every AIE alumni on that list.  Look up the group or send me 

a friend request and I’ll get you added. 

   Even better, e-mail me directly and let me know your current street address so we can 

mail you a copy of the newest newsletter.  If you got this, but know classmates who did-

n’t, give them this information so we can keep them current with what’s happening in our 

AIE family.   

 

  E-mail AIE:  cougartracks@aiexcellence.com 

               or find our Alumni group on Facebook under 

              Gillian Langley   

Become a member of  

AIE Alumni/CougarTracks 

Group.   Friend Ms. Gil  and 

she will add you! 
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Mr. Savage caught peddling through The Parklands with his progeny. 



our love for travel plays a role in many of our friendships that date back to high school.” 
   Not only has a desire to stay connected to friends spurred their wanderlust, but their work, as well, has 
required and allowed them to travel.  This summer, Danielle had an eight week work assignment in San 
Diego, California. Corey’s nursing manager, who he says is very supportive, allows him to leave town to 
work for weeks or months at a time while holding down his position in Louisville. While Danielle worked in 
San Diego, Corey worked in a small community hospital.  After that stint, Corey, Danielle and Luna (their pit 
bull rescue) made stops to Los Angelos and Grand Canyon before heading home.   
   Not ones to be grounded too long, they just wrapped up a trip to Italy in September and are planning an 
additional sojourn to Mexico in the spring.  
   Corey and Danielle seem to be well-suited for each other.  They share common interests, goals and 
friends.  These common bonds have not been serendipitous.  “We work hard on staying in each other’s 
lives,” says Danielle.  “We’ve basically grown up together.  We’ve all gone through significant life changes 
and our friendships have not wavered.  They mean the world to us.” 
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Continued from page 1 

   As many of you may have heard,  Zach Stout passed this spring.  

All who knew him can attest to his big heart and love for his 

friends and family.  We know he is missed by everyone who had 

an opportunity to be a part of his life.  

Zach Stout 
Class of 2011 

 

   This past year, we lost a member of our student body in a traffic 

accident.  Zackery Mitchell was new to our family, but had very 

quickly become a valued member.  To honor him, his class is orga-

nizing a community service project dedicated to his spirit of ser-

vice to others.   A plaque will also be dedicated and placed in sen-

ior hall to keep his memory alive.  

Zackery Mitchell 
 

 

Mr. Les was a treasured member of our AIE staff.  Joining us two 

years ago,  he brought a smile and words of encouragement to our 

students and staff.  He will be greatly missed.  

Les Speer 
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    A respectable slew of  AIE students, parents and teachers con-

verged on Washington, D.C. and College Park, Maryland this 

spring to compete in National History Day.  This year’s theme was 

Leadership & Legacy.   

   Representing Kentucky and AIE were juniors, Rebecca Ridge & 

Kevin Tobin, sophomores Janie Akers & Carson Murrell & fresh-

man, Addison Combs.  These individuals competed with projects 

they began through the contracting process in the fall of 2014.  Ex-

panding  research papers and continuing to narrow their focus and 

increase their research, they created projects that made it through 

two levels of competition before the contest’s culmination in June 

at the University of Maryland.   

   Addison and Carson competed with their performance We Still 

Have a Dream which focused on the Deaf President Now move-

ment at Gallaudet University.  Janie Akers created a stunning dis-

play which chronicled the dark legacy of the cult leader Jim Jones.  

Kevin and Rebecca combined forces to create their entry, a website 

that explored Henry Ford’s lesser-known legacy: the increase of 

wages which “lifted millions out of poverty into a new social stra-

tum:  the middle class.” 

   All AIE NHD students develop their projects with Ms. Gillian 

Langley who guides them through the use of research tools and 

techniques and lead them to pertinent resources: college and gov-

ernment archives, books, historic newspapers,  scholarly journals 

View Pedal to the Paycheck,  

Kevin and Rebecca’s website at: 

11285166.weebly.com 

After a tour of the US 
Capital Building, KYNHD 

students met Senator 
Mitch McConnell.  They 

are pictured huddled 
underneath the capital 
stairs escaping soggy 

weather.  
 

Pictured with  a               
  over their heads are AIE 

students  
(from left to right) 
Carson Murrell,  

Kevin Tobin, Janie Akers 
& Rebecca Ridge.   

 
Also present was  
Addison Combs 

(unfortunately placed on 
the back row!). 

Carson Murrell & Addison Combs flank KYNHD 
program coordinator, Cheryl Caskey in DC. 
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and, when possible, people who have first hand knowledge or an expertise in their area 

of study.  All students who participate in NHD devote over one hundred hours of  time 

into the process.   

   At AIE, we have continued to hear from our alumni that the work they put forth in 

the NHD process was a huge benefit to them in college.  Paired with contracting at 

AIE, this competition allows our students to be experts in a field of study they are in-

terested in, to challenge themselves academically, to learn to work with other and ac-

cept criticism and to always seek their best—academically and socially.   

   This year’s theme is Exploration, Encounter, Exchange in History.  Some students 

have already begun their academic journey into this year’s theme and many more will 

start in November.   

   Also of note:  Ms. Gil received the Behring Teacher of the Year award for the state 

of Kentucky.  This is the third time she has been honored with this award.  

Rebecca & Kevin await NHD judges at 
the University of Maryland. 

Many of the photographs in this year’s Cougar Tracks were taken by Sheryl Redmon, a parent at AIE.  Below are some shots she 

took of graduation and our Spring Fling.  Our thanks to her for sharing her time and talents with us.  

Clockwise from top: Juniors gather before Junior/
Senior night;  Dennis Stooksberry,  Ginger & Mr. 

Savage; Sydney Smith at Junior/Senior night; 
Anna, Abby and Mike Robertson at 8th grade 
graduation; Seth Smedley at Spring Fling; . 
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Left: Jackson Pope & Dylan Fox 

as Tom & Huck 

Right: Noble Anderson & Jona-

than Snyder.   

Below: Tech Crew—Harper 

Murrell,  Colton Harpole,  Jordan 

Below: Sydney Smith dotes on 

Dylan while towns folk look on.  

From left to right: Abby Roberts, 

Carson Murrell, Matthew Hou-

lette, Jeffrey Robertson, Jenna 

Hayes, Hannah Lauck, Keean 

O’Connor,  Noble Anderson, 

Casey Weber, Tiffany Lee, Jona-

than Snyder, Leah Price &  

Addison Combs 

Above:  Paige Holehan & Tiffany Lee 

Below:  A backstage conference 

Far Left: Kyle 

Hines as Injun 

Joe.  

Left :Casey 

Weber  

Right: Jillian 

Gregory is 

scolded as 

Rebecca 

Woosley and 

Hannah Lauck 

look on.  

Below: Noah Lauck as Mark 

Twain 

In addition to our senior play,  AIE produces a spring play.   In keeping with our philosophy which en-

courages every student to participate in activities that will allow them to excel, we have a no-cut policy:  

every student who auditions is included in the show.  This year,  The Dramatic Paws performed  The Ad-

ventures of Tom Sawyer by Mr. Mark Twain.   



   Our annual elementary music program celebrated the  

neon lights of Broadway this year.  All students in grades 

kindergarten through four and students in grades five 

through eight (who enjoy singing and performing) come 

together to put on a music-filled evening for family and 

friends.   

   Next year’s show will take us back in time as we “Rock 

Around the Clock.” 
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Above:  This year we had our own AIE “band”  for our finale.  

Gus Marlele led the band and chorus in a rousing rendition of 

“Seventy-six Trombones.” 

Students from all three families 

in the  

elementary school performed 
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Will & Laura Bland had a baby last spring.  Lillian Grace was born May 9th! 

   As always,  we tried very hard to get in touch with our alumni.  If you would like to help us with this, or would like to volunteer 

to be a class representative (helping Ms. Gil update and collect information) please e-mail us:  cougartracks@aiexcellence.com. 

Please do not send updates through Facebook or to the old hotmail account.  

   Gathering information was particularly difficult this year and Ms. Gil experienced several computer glitches.  If you submitted an 

update and are not in the newsletter, please accept her apologies and let her know.   

Stephen and Stephanie Roth’s children: Nolan, Elam & Jude 

Morgan Savage Andrews and Matthew  says, “It seems like every year, we have more 

changes. We recently purchased our own building for Hume Pharmacy and are now lo-

cated at 10101 Taylorsville Rd. and we have a drive thru! We would love to take care of 

all the alumni so stop by and see us.  Both our businesses, Hume and Andrews Pharmacy 

are continuing to grow, thanks to a lot of hard work and great teams.  And, if we get 

Amanda Savage Williams & Matt’s 
kiddos:  

Caroline Elizabeth Embry, born 

last March. 

David Ayres and Andrea Heuglin Ayres are married and just had 

a baby:  Mickey Isaiah Ayres! 

Kat Havens Shultz graduated from Chase Law school & passed her bar exams!!! 

Lisa Gullo Fletcher and her family are back in Louisville.  While they were in 

Arkansas she obtained her CPC certification and has been working at Baptist 

Health as a specialty coder. 

Brandon Embry  moved from Cinci to Oldham County.  He started a new career 

as a CRNA.  He and Andrea have a new little girl, Caroline Elizabeth, born last 

March.  

Angela Baker Bray  & Chris just had a new critter, Ashlynn.    Big brother Jack-

son is in the first grade and Logan is in preschool.  

Mickey Isaiah Ayres 

Brandon Savage and his wife, Leah, have 3 kids—Dan (11), Jadon (8), and Haylee (6).  Brandon is a 
Flex Detective for LMPD in the 8th Division.  They focus mostly on narcotics complaints, along with 
property crimes and wanted persons.  It’s a fun job and one he plans on staying at for a while.  All 
their kids attend AIE and they are looking forward to Daniel starting basketball this year and to Bran-
don being about th support the AIE athletic department after his 9-year absence.  

Logan, Ashlynn & Jackson—Anglea Baker 

Bray’s children. 
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Courtney Savage Bartlett  says, “Life for the Bartlett family is not much different. I am staying busy 

as a night nanny and still love helping families with their newborns. Robert just completed seven 

years at River City Bank and Mia is in Kindergarten at AIE this year. She is very excited to be in 

Aunt Amanda's class. Daphne is 3 and I'm pretty certain will be a part of the drama club when she 

gets older. She is quite the performer!  Jackson is going to be a year old this month and is almost 

walking, which my back is very thankful for. He is a big boy!!  I've already seen more bumps, 

bruises, and blood in his first year than in almost 6 years with my girls. I guess that's just part of 

having a boy. As a family, we have decided to tackle Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University and 

look forward to the day we are debt free!! 

Kristen Carr Allen  & Leon are enjoying their family.  Kris is 7, Brayden is 9 months and another is on the way!  Kristen is 

working at Panera Bread.  See photos below. 

Amy Cheek Poe and Nick are enjoying 

their first year as parents.  Avery Grace 

was born September 9th of last year.  

Amber Phillips Hutchinson & Coy will celebrate 7 years 

of marriage this October.   

They have two children:   

Hailey, 3 months & Sofia, 3 years.   

Sofia started attending Quala Care this summer! Amber 

says she’s, “Loving her crazy life.” 

Ms. Cheek holding grandbabies, Avery (Amy’s 
baby)  and Anna (Brian’s baby). 

Amanda Murrell just started her eighth year of teaching high 

school English.  Meanwhile, she continues to live in the Shelby 

Park neighborhood of Louisville where she is concluding an 

internship with Sojourn Community Church.  She is transition-

ing into becoming a deaconess in Mercy Ministry.  Since mov-

ing back to the states from Peru two years ago, she hasn’t been 

able to travel overseas again until just this summer when she 

went to Dakar, Senegal  to visit friends.  Highlights included 

riding a camel, enjoying the beaches and touring Goree, a his-

torical slave trading island off the west coast of Africa—now 

made into a Unesco World Heritage site.   
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Tyler Scanlon was married to Kayla Duda last fall.  The ceremony was in St. 

John, U.S. Virgin Island. 

Candice McKinney and Zach Wood were married this summer at Locust Grove in Louisville, Kentucky.   

Jenna Holliday Brady and her husband, Cody are living in Louisville.  In May, Jenna graduated from the University of Louisville 

Brandeis School of Law with her Juris Doctor.  During her last semester there, she obtained a limited license to practice law as a student 

and represented victims of domestic violence in Jefferson County  Family Court.  She is looking forward to serving the Louisville com-

munity as an attorney.  Jenna and Cody have one “baby,” their Havanese puppy, Bentley. 

Kara Stratton is doing well and working at a movie theater.  She vacationed with 

her mom and Lauren Helmick last year in Vegas.  She is an aunt to two amazing 

boys: Chance and Colin.  She misses her AIE family.  

Photo above: (left to right)- Ted Johnson (granddad), Bonnie Johnson (granny), 
Zach Meiners (director/ producer), Drew Shugart (Cameron Hughes), Jama Wil-

liamson (Patricia Hughes), Jimmy Bellinger (Patrick Henry Hughes), Callan Wilson 
(Jesse Hughes), Phil Russell (Kevin Howard), BJ Davis (composer).     

Zach Meiners’ new movie I Am Potential based on the life of Patrick Henry Hughes 

(being interviewed in photo to the right) premiered at the Louisville Palace on July 9. 

With over 1200 people in attendance, the cast, crew, and fans alike came together for a 

night to honor the Hughes family and their incredible story. 

Candice & Zach Wood 

Alana Casey graduated in May with a Bachelors degree and will be a Certified, Licensed Veterinary Technician.  She was on the Dean’s 

list at Morehead and is now working in Georgetown. 

Julie Ellard Shirley is serving as the Director of Children’s Ministries at her church, is working on a Florida children’s board that helps 

bring broken families together, and is also a mentor/case manager at a mental health and addictions hospital. She and Travis started 

THRIVE, a college and career ministry.  

Mandi Gentry Carpenter was married in November of 2013 to Ryan.  They have a little boy, Walter David, who experienced some scary 

complications after birth but is now doing well. She is pregnant with another boy, so she will have three:  Kash, Walt, and Will. She is a 

stay-at-home mom. 

Spencer Savage and his wife, Brittany, currently live 

in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where is is completing 

his Pharmacy rotations for Lipscomb School of Phar-

macy.  He will graduate in May, 2016 and will move 

back to Louisville to work at Hume Pharmacy with his 

sister and brother-in-law, Morgan and Matt Andrews.  

Brittany teaches 2nd grade in Nashville and is a Dis-

ney Vacation Planner with Wish Upon a Star.  

Spencer and Brittany are also expecting their first 

child in May. 
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Kimberly Glover is working at Bright Expectations Child Development Center.  She loves her job and is taking classes to advance her 

career in childcare.   

Morgan Lewis is doing great!  She is working fulltime at Bright Horizons at the Plainview school and part time at Sky Zone.  She is a 

Youth Leader at two churches and is preaching at local youth services.  This January will mark the second year that she has been asked 

to preach at the National Festival of Young Preachers.  

Bronte Murrell has started her junior year at NKU. She loves it!  

Alethea Hayes is working on her Bachelor’s in Human Services at Lindsey Wil-

son College.  She made the President’s list and is excited to see what the rest of 

2015 will bring.  She is also enjoying time with her little niece, Marie Grace! 

Natalie Holladay is engaged to be married to Zach Knisley in the spring of 2016.  

They will be living in Cincinnati and are planning a honeymoon in Ireland.  She 

is a Licensed Medical Aesthetician with the future goal of being a sales represen-

tative for a skincare line.   

Rebeccah Hindman married long-time sweetheart (and AIE alum) Austin Price 

this summer!  She is still working as a pharmacy technician at Hume Pharmacy.  

Beccah & Austin’s wedding party included a few familiar faces:  Ayla 
Murrell, Josh Hindman, Patrick Hirsch, Sara Berge & Ashton Switzer. 

Ben Fitzpatrick is still troubleshooting computer glitches.  He saw  Aerosmith 

perform in Evansville this past spring! 

Austin Price married fellow AIE alum, Rebeccah Hindman.  Austin is a fireman with the Fern Creek 

Fire Department. 

Chris Metts has his realtor’s license!  If you would like his assistance in buying or selling your house, 

contact him at chrismetts@rededgelive.com or (502)541-1202.  Let him know you heard about him 

through the newsletter and he’ll donate a percentage to the Scholarship Foundation 

Michael Redmon is now working at the Kroger in LaGrange—stop in and say, “Hey!” 

Ayla Murrell is entering her second year as an AmeriCorps VISTA for 55,000 Degrees at Jefferson Community and Technical College.  

As a VISTA, Ayla coordinates peer mentoring programs designed to support the high school to college transition process.   

Mariel Shumate graduated from Western Kentucky University with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and a double minor in Systems 

Engineering and Math.  She and her fiancé are moving to Auburn, Alabama in August so that she can start her Masters in Aerospace 

Engineering.   

Justin Kuster is in the Louisville Fire Department Academy. 

Dustin McElwain is majoring in Elementary Education with a focus on Moderate to Severe Disabilities at the University of Louisville.  

He is still playing a ton of music.  

Travis Marks has been working as a service technician for Process Machinery for the past two years. 

Sam Warford graduated Summa Cum Laude from UK in May with a BA in Psychology and Japanese Language & Literature. Her 4.0 

GPA and excellent academic performance also earned her University Honors and Psychology Honors.  She studied abroad in Nagoya, 

Japan and now lives in Okinawa.  She is an Assistant Language Teacher  (ALT) through the JET Program which is a recruiter for the 

Japanese government which, ultimately, places ALTs in school working with Japanese teachers to teach English and promote cultural 

exchange.  

Lance Corporal Dakota H. Smith is doing great in the Marines.  He is at Camp Pendleton, California, but will soon be going to other 

countries.  He received his promotion this fall.  
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   Our year in athletics is a busy one.  Beginning in the fall with volleyball and soccer and culminating in the spring with base-

ball and softball, any student who chooses to may participate in as many sports as he or she can fit into their schedule.   

   Believing that everyone should have a chance to participate is an essential part of our philosophy and a means through which 

to reach our primary goal:  enabling children to achieve their individual best. 

   Below are some shots from our year.   

On target with AIE Archery, 

coaches Sarah Boles, David De-

Spain and Jim Jenning led the  

Archery team to Nationals this 

spring.  This was their first appear-

ance at the national level competi-

tion.  They represented themselves 

well.  

Left:  Parent volunteers, Kevin Lauck and 

Bob Duncan look on as Blake Hagan dribbles 

down the court.  

This year AIE had both  baseball and softball 

teams.  

Left:  Joanne  Adamczyk awaits the next play.  

Right:  John Stukenborg eagerly awaits the 

next pass.  
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Left:  Girls’ basketball 

Coach Dennis Murrell 

praises and razzes Jaz-

myn Moss  during the 

sports banquet.   

Right:  Kayla Grattan & 

Shayleigh Smith, mem-

bers of the Equestrian 

Club, lead a horse 

around the arena.  In-

structor Sarah Betterton 

chats with Samantha Red-

mon. 

Above:  the Bowling Team, led by Carrie Lauck 

and Kathy Schuler.     

Right: Raeshawn Hicks looks for the open man. 

Below:  Lydia  Kirk looks on as Bria Coy winds up 

for the pitch. 

Far Right:  Kurt Flood brings down a rebound for 

the JV boys. 



The Academy For Individual Excellence 
3101 Bluebird Lane 
Louisville, KY 40299 

Help us keep our AIE family together.  It happens too often that, due to economic 
hardship, sickness, divorce or other unforeseeable situations, a member of our AIE 
family finds itself unable to return to our school. For this reason,  the Scholarship 
Foundation was created.  Last year, some of our Alumni found themselves able to 
help out.  If you can, please do.   
 
The annual Scholarship Auction is November 1st.  You can also donate online 
through Paypal by visiting  

www.aiexcellence.com/main   
 

Afraid you can’t make a difference? Click on 10-10 Challenge to see  
Mr. Savage’s Challenge to you! 

A Charlie Brown  
Christmas 

&  
Every  

Christmas 
Story Ever 
Told …& 

Then Some! 


