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Over the years, Cougar Tracks has regaled you with stories
of daring alumni: world travelers, business owners, police
officers, and archaeologists. We’ve even been able to brag on
an Emmy winner and a Fulbright scholar. Our alumni updates
have given us a glimpse into their lives and how The Academy
may have helped them become the people they are today,
helped shape their skills or outlook on life, directed their
course. The Academy motto, “Enabling children to be their
individual best” has been a part of our philosophy since our
inception as Mr.& Mrs. Savage worked with other teachers to
encourage strong work ethic and wise decision-making that
would optimize success. Many students heeded these lessons
and set a course for their individual journeys. One such student was Brian Cheek, son of long-time AIE teacher, Pam
Cheek. Immediately upon graduation, Brian embarked on a
quest that would uncover academic excellence, personal success, a lovely damsel and dragons. Well, kind of…you’ll see.
Brian graduated from the Academy in 1998 and set off to
hone his skills at Freed-Hardeman in Henderson, Tennessee.
While there, he excelled: graduating Summa Cum Laude with
a BA in Philosophy, a BS in Psychology and a minor in Bible in
2001 and finishing his Masters in Counseling by 2005. Although Brian was always a strong student who had a great
work ethic, he still faced challenges at college and found that
techniques we used at school could be applied to his studies at
Freed. “Actually basics sheets and rote were two of the things
that I found to be extremely helpful in college.” When he had
repetitive things to memorize in college, he would break them
into smaller sections and use AIE’s rote techniques to master
the material. Brian also found basic sheets helpful while
studying for tests -particularly for his Biology class, “My Biology professor would give us extra credit if we could memorize
all the scientific names. In preparation for the test, I would
make up a basic sheet and each day fill it out again, day after
day, after day. I got every extra credit point possible for that
class. Biology wasn’t necessarily my favorite class so all those
bonus points really came in handy.”

Brian & Stephanie Cheek
Another thing Brian recognized was that,
“Mr. Savage did a good job teaching how to
appreciate learning. That mindset made a big
difference to me when I went to college…the
importance of learning, and learning for learning’s sake” even in classes that might be outside of one’s interest or comfort zone.
While working on his Masters, Brian began working at OfficeMax. His experiences there would later be put to use as he continued on to Youth Villages, a non-profit organization “dedicated to
helping children with serious emotional and behavioral problems
and their families live successfully.”
But, where are the dragons, you may ask!
Well, it was through his trek at Youth Villages that Brian encountered both the dragon and the damsel. Brian acquired a position
there, working many hours as a family counselor helping children
with developmental needs while finishing school. Having conquered college, nearly mastering his Masters and embarking on his
intended career, Brian was seemingly unstoppable. What could
possibly block his path?
Brian’s nemesis materialized in the same form in which it visits
many intrepid souls - the demon of the desktop (dum, duh, dah):
paperwork. Brian “was gone most days from 8 am to 6 pm driving
from session to session.” When he finally got home he had to type
the documentation. He was spending at least 2 hours on it while
working fulltime and finishing his Masters. “The paperwork was a
Continued Page 5
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As with every graduating class at AIE, there was much diversity to be shared and celebrated. As our graduates leave us, we hope they remember the work
they did here and continue their journey towards excellence. They are headed in many different directions—which suits their many different desires and
needs—but we hope to hear back from them as we have from other graduates and learn not just how the world is treating them, but how they are treating
the world.

As of graduation day, this is what their plans were.

Evan Allgeier was awarded an academic scholarship to attend the University of the Cumberlands where he plans to begin his pursuit of a
Ph.D. in Psychology. While at AIE, he was a member of the Dramatic Paws. He competed in Washington, D.C. through National History Day and received the Phi Beta Kappa book award.
Brennan Banks received the Unsung Hero Award from the Rotary Club. He will be attending U of L where he will study Political Science with
the goal of attending Law School.
Lukas Barnes will continue his position at Air Hydro Power. While at AIE, he made the 2008, 2010 & 2011All-Tournament Basketball Teams.
Grace Battcher was awarded an Artistic Scholarship, an Academic Scholarship and a Student Incentive Scholarship to attend the Savannah College of Art and Design and majoring in Fashion Design. While at AIE, she was a member of the Dramatic Paws and portrayed a
wicked step-sister in Cinderella. She also worked for the Kentucky Senate during the summer of 2011.
Travis Burton received a $1,000 grant to Nashville Auto College. He plans to continue his involvement with the Highview Volunteer Fire Department. While at AIE, he was part of the Archery Team.
Ben Campbell will be attending the University of Louisville. Ben performed with the Dramatic Paws in their spring production of Degas C’est
Moi.
Katy Campbell will be attending the University of Louisville.
Elizabeth Carter hopes to become a high school English teacher and will begin classes at JCTC.
Karissa Clark is going to attend Hiram College and study Biochemistry or Neuroscience. She is pursuing her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.
She is the recipient of the Dean’s Scholarship and an out-of-state grant. While at AIE, she was a member of the Dramatic Paws
and of the National History Day class. She was also a 4-H Western Champion in 2010 and Quizbowl HighPoint in 2011.
Jesse Conlin is going after her dream to be a photographer by studying Business and Photography and JCTC.
Jacob Craft has plans to attend Empire School and become a hair stylist.
Katie Dauenhauer was a member of the Archery Team and received the J-Town Optimist Club’s Unsung Hero award. She will attending Carl Perkins Institute to get her Early Childcare certificate.
Emily Jane Donan will be working for Kosair’s Sproutlings, a special needs daycare.

“When I came to AIE my freshman year, I really liked how everybody was so loving and caring.”
“Good times at AIE: Coming here from the first day!’

Emily-Jane Donan

Ciara Gleeson

Tabetha Franklin is seeking a degree from U of L and will continue her position as Shift Manager at Little Caesar’s. Tabetha won awards for Volleyball at AIE during her sophomore and junior years.
Ciara Gleeson is planning to attend Berea College and pursue a degree in Nursing.
Nathan Goldstein will be attending U of L and pursing a degree in Criminal Justice. He will also be working at Air Hydro Power. During his time
at AIE he was a member of the Dramatic Paws and played Mortimer in Arsenic and Old Lace.
Zane Hargrove is joining the Marines and hopes to be a jet mechanic. While at AIE, he sported the longest drive on the Golf Team in 2010.
Gregory Jefferson wants to pursue a career in acting and will be going to college to develop his art. During his time at AIE, he was a member of
the Dramatic Paws and performed in It’s a Wonderful Life, 1940’s Radio Show, & Cinderella. Most recently, he portrayed Dr. Einstein in Arsenic and Old Lace.
Sevy Manning is a staff aide at the Middletown YMCA. While at AIE, she was on the basketball team.
Travis Marks will be attending American Heavy Equipment Training School in Shepherdsville.
Cassandra Mattingly the Fairy Godmother in our Senior Production, Cinderella, is planning to work for a year before continuing her education. At
AIE she performed with the Dramatic Paws.
Nolan Mattingly is going to work for UPS and attend JCTC.
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Peyton McClain will be attending Spalding where he will major in Occupational Therapy while running track and playing basketball. During his
time at AIE, he was the captain of the basketball team, a 2-year All-star, a member of the KCAA Regional All-Tournament team,
Tip-Off All-Tournament Team, High Latin & BCBS All-Tournament Team.
Allison Meade was nominated for the Unsung Hero Award, competed in National History Day, was stage manager for the Dramatic Paws,
named to the 2010& 2011 Volleyball Regional All-star team, as well as the KCAA Basketball 2012, Regional All-star Team.
Elena Meeks is going to attend JCTC and then UofL.

She has been a member of 4H and won awards in equestrian events.

“AIE was the 6th, and by far the best, school I’ve been to. It is full of great opportunities and experiences. It has brought me into my
own. It has given me confidence to be who I am, and not feel like an outsider.”
Casandra Mattingly

“I have done my best here and I will always call this my home.”

Chris Schickel

“The contracting project setup will help me plan study time for college.” Joshua Tompkins

Megan Minogue has been accepted to the University of Kentucky. During her time at AIE, she was involved in many sports & academic extracurricular activities. Her research paper placed 3rd regionally at National History Day this year. She was a member of the Dramatic
Paws and played a wicked step-sister in Cinderella. Additionally, she played volleyball and basketball. Her senior year, she
was on the KCAA Basketball All-state and All-tournament teams, the All-star Auto Pick, Regional MVP, and made Alltournament team at the BCBS Invitational Tournament.
Corey Mivelaz was the winner of Tom Leach’s 2012 All-Resilient Award. He plans to attend Indiana University Southeast.
David Nett is planning to attend JCTC while working.
David Ochocki is planning to continue his education at JCTC and/or U of L.
Blake Oppenheimer will attend Murray where he hopes to follow in his father’s footsteps as an attorney or pursue a career in medicine.
Anthony Plumeri is joining the military.
Tommy Pope will be attending Belmont University, where he earned an $8,000 a year scholarship, to study Pre-Veterinary medicine. Over the
past summer, he completed a college Biology course.
Maddi Reynolds will be studying Nursing at JCTC. While at AIE, she played basketball and volleyball. She was also a step-sister in Cinderella.
Devon Sauter will continue working at Lexus of Louisville where he is a valet.
Chris Schickel is planning to pursue a career in the health industry and will be attending JCTC. During his Sophomore and Senior years at AIE,
he was on the All-Tournament Basketball Team.
Camillah Shahid-Heil was awarded a Merit Scholarship and will be studying Nursing at Spalding University.
Charliah Shahid-Heil is planning to continue her education at a school in Florida.
Aaron Skutt will be attending Berea College. He is interested in a degree in Architecture or Engineering.
Caleb Stopher who could be seen last year marketing his baked goods at the J-town Farmer’s Market, is continuing in the entrepreneurial vein
as a sales representative for Cutco. He is eager to be your kitchenware representative. E-mail him at stopherkl@yahoo.com to
set up an appointment! He gets paid for showing his wares, so make an appointment, “no pressure or obligation to buy.”
Nick Tehrani will be attending U of L while also playing in his band, Agent of Chaos. While at AIE, he placed 2nd & 3rd two consecutive
years for his documentary and website created for National History Day.
Josh Tompkins is the recipient of the Regent’s Scholarship at Eastern Kentucky University, a full-tuition renewable academic scholarship. He
will by studying Computer Science with an emphasis in Interactive Multimedia Technology.
Dwight Varner is going to seek training to become an electrician.
Zach Walters is going to JCTC where he will pursue a 2-year degree to become an automotive technician. His poetry was published in Celebrated Young Poets Speak Out & Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans.
Brett Zeitz is going to attend Carl Perkins Vocational Training Center and plans to continue competing in the Special Olympics.

“AIE let me learn at my own pace. It helped me grow as a person, teaching me time management, how to enjoy learning and maturity.”
Caleb Stopher
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Junior, Sarah Charida competed nationally at the University of Maryland with
her exhibit on child labor. This was her first time to participate in NHD.
In July, Senator McConnell’s office offered Sarah, and others who had exhibits
at nationals, the opportunity to display her project at the US Capitol in D.C.
An entourage of AIE students and parents descended on College
Park, Maryland just outside DC again this summer for the National
History Day competition. As in years past, we were able to brag that
we have qualified for nationals every year we have competed.
This year’s regional and state competition was especially exciting as
we had students competing in every category except documentary.
See the list below. We also had several new additions to our NHD
group who we hope will compete again next year and continue to
show the world what amazing students we have.
Going to nationals this year from the Senior Division was junior,
Sarah Charida who created a very impressive exhibit, Child Labor: the
Road to Reform. Her exhibit displayed New York Times articles from
the 1800’s forward and incorporated Lewis Hine’s photographs to
recreate scale models of the conditions in which children were forced
to work. From the Junior Division, middle school students, Addison
Combs, Carson Murrell, Hannah Lauck and Jillian Gregory created
and acted out their performance piece. While Sarah’s work was part
of contracting, the middle school students worked on their project
primarily outside of school through the guidance of their parents.
While not all projects can make it to nationals, all of our students
created quality products and deserve praise for the hard work and
growth displayed throughout the process.

Research Paper
Megan Damico

Henry VIII: The Religious Reformation

Megan Minogue

The Rise of Parliamentary Power

Grant Combs

Operation Valkyrie: The Plot to Bring Down the Third Reich

Shelby Rich

The Emancipation Proclamation: Free?

Michael Black

Upton Sinclair: Muckraking Reformer

To view Katy Campbell and Nick Tehrani’s website about local activist,
Anne Braden, visit: http://50473743.nhd.weebly.com

Exhibit
Kimberly Glover

The Reconstruction: Flaming Reactions from the Ku Klux Klan

Sarah Charida

Child Labor: The Road to Reform

Website
Nick Tehrani &
Katy Campbell

Anne Braden: Advocate, Radical and Revolutionary

Performance
See photo to right

Middle school students, Addison Combs, Carson Murrell, Hannah
Lauck, and Jillian Gregory competed nationally with their performance entitled Babies in the Mill. They were in the Junior Division.
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Answers to Cougar Cubs’ (Page 6)
1

Courtney Savage Bartlett—Daphne Marie & Mia

2

Lisa Gullo Fletcher—Tyler

3

Jeremy Nalley—Julie Kathleen

4

Kym Birk Lindell —Olivia & Sophia

5

Laura Chairot—Madelynn

6

Morgan Savage Andrews—Sawyer, Lincoln & Maddox

7

Ross Epstein—Lizzy

8

Erika Yeary Parker—Eli

9

Stephen Roth—Jude & Nolan

The Academy for Individual Excellence is now a fully accredited academic program! We always new we were doing what
our students needed to succeed, but now, we have the state accreditation to prove it.
Don’t worry, this hasn’t and won’t change us a bit. We’re the
same school you know and love. It will, however, allow our
graduating students to take full advantage of state KEES money.
As many people know, students from AIE have been graduating and going on to successful college experiences and careers
since 1996. Many have earned academic scholarships and we’ve
even been able to brag on a Fulbright Scholar and an Emmy winner!
We look forward to continuing this process and educating our children The Academy way.

10 Amanda Savage Williams- Braden, Lyla Kate, Kenzlee
11 Brandon Savage—Daniel, Jaden, Haylee

Continued from front

problem,” he recalls. “This daily routine was burning me out, so I
needed to find a way to take advantage of all that time during my
day when I could not typically complete work.” It was then that he
called upon software he had seen during his stint at Office Max.
Enter the dragon: Dragon speech recognition software. It takes
the spoken word from a portable digital voice recorder and automatically transcribes it to a PC.
Brian spoke with his supervisor who, unbeknownst to him, made
a recommendation that Youth Villages purchase the costly program
and recorder for him. His on-time delivery of his reports went up
from 80 to 100% within the first weeks of usage. “With Dragon, I
was able to take advantage of my formerly unproductive time between sessions to dictate my session notes while they were still
fresh in my mind.” It cut his paperwork time in half. Brian and his
supervisor both recognized how significant this tool could be to
other counselors; they could increase productivity and decrease
burnout and therefore, turnover.
In 2007, Brian set up a pilot program of 13 counselors and trained
them on Dragon. This pilot was successful, as were the 3 subsequent programs, but Brian was finding that balancing these programs with his new role as a clinical supervisor was becoming too
much. Recognizing that someone needed to be in charge of these
activities, Youth Villages created a position and later a department
for him. As Clinical Applications Manager, Brian developed the
voice recognition training program. Today, Youth Villages has
completely rolled out VR to all of their clinical staff (those in inhome, foster care, transitional living, crisis programs, etc...). They
have over 1000 VR users at the current time. Brian primarily
“manages their training including creating new curricula, updating
materials and helping train new offices; supporting staff in their
usage; managing processes; and, training and supporting our Local
Trainers.”
Brian enjoys his work with Youth Village. It’s been ranked one of
the top 50 places to work in the United States. “My passion for

Page 5

working there came from AIE because it (AIE) was integrated –
though we never would have called it that.” By being exposed
to children with different needs and realities, Brian gained an
understanding of the complex situations children and families
are dealing with in our communities and the need for assistance.
Recalling other influences from his AIE days, Brian recognizes
how so many different pieces of who he is today came those
who taught him. He remembers Mr. Battcher getting used laptops from a local business which they, then, rebuilt. “It fostered
my love of technology and innovation.” Mr. Neyhart and Mr.
Yankee (his grandfather) allowed him to explore statistics, supplementing his daily work in Math. This allowed him to “get a
handle on statistics and do in-house data collection when the
(Youth Villages) pilot program started.” Those skills he gained
at AIE, combined with his innate intelligence and the gifts of
creativity and compassion inherited from his family, have created a remarkably successful and, more importantly, fulfilled
and productive individual.
But wait…what about the damsel?
It was also during his time at Youth Villages that Brian met
Stephanie Ozier. “We were both interviewing for the same job,
but she got it.” Since she was his supervisor, it wasn’t appropriate to pursue a romance, but when the Clinical Applications
Manager position was created for the VR program, the promotion eliminated that complication. He seized the opportunity,
calling her father and asking permission to seriously court her.
He already knew her and apparently she shared his interest.
They were engaged 3 months later and married in Jackson, Tennessee where they recently purchased a home.
Brian has been asked to start taking on other projects for Youth
Villages as the VR program continues to grow. Stephanie works
at home, babysitting a 4-year-old girl and helping to manage
their household. And they live….well, you know...happily ever
after!

Meiners Follow-up: Zach Meiners is in London as part of a
crew televising the Olympics!!! See last year’s edition to find
out about his Emmy win!

Many of you said you really enjoyed seeing your classmates’ critters, so here
are a few more. Who do you think they belong to? Answers are on page 5.
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As always, a call went out via e-mail and Facebook, for updates. If you want to make sure you’re included
next year, please e-mail us today at cougartracks@aiexcellence.com
1998

Brandon Chasteen has been living in the Highlands and remodeling his home for the last 2 years. He is still at GE, but got promoted to Lean Leader,
Louisville Distribution Center back in February. He is “basically trying to figure out how to re-design layout, systems, & processes to reduce waste in
a 47-acre appliance warehouse.” He will be headed to London in August for the Olympics, which will be his 2nd Olympic Game visit!
Brandon Savage says, “I have now been on LMPD for 6 years. I have recently become a Training Officer and just finished training my first Rookie. I am
working towards a district detective spot right now in the 5th Division where I have worked over the last 1.5 years. My wife Leah is now working at
Norton’s Brownsboro and has gone back to school to get her Masters in Nursing Admin. I have 3 children. Daniel is 7 and will be going into 2nd grade,
Jadon is 5 and starts Kindergarten this year and Haylee is 3. Time is flying by, but we are trying to enjoy our time with our kids before they are grown
and gone.”

1999

Mandy DeSpain Hall and her crew are doing well. “We have one year of homeschool under our belt and are looking
forward to starting back in August. I guess the thing we're really looking forward to now is our December Disney
world trip. We've been saving for two years and we are counting down the days. Miss everyone back home. “
Her boys are pictured to the right (counter-clockwise): Eli, Oliver, Sebastian & Reuben.
Stephen Roth and wife Stephanie are doing well. Stephanie says, “Jude and Nolan are getting so big, soooooo
fast!!! It seems like life is going by quicker than I want it to. Stephen still works for Whittenberg Construction
and I still work for Nephrology Associates. I recently became a jewelry consultant for Azuli Skye. The jewelry is
affordable and cute! The boys keep us laughing all the time ~ they are typical boys, playing in mud, digging for
worms, wrestling each other! We are enjoying our time together as a family!

2000

2001

Christina Patterson is still living in Charlotte, NC and continues to focus on dance. “I have changed jobs from being a property manager to working
part time for a financial company which allows me to be more involved at the dance studio helping to teach the little kids which I have really enjoyed.
I'm planning a 3-month stay in Israel starting in December in preparation of eventually relocating permanently.”
Casey Ayres Scott and husband, Marques, are doing well. Casey is a stay-at-home mom to two beautiful
children: Sataya Marie who is 4 and Christopher Marques who is 17 months. She is enjoying sewing and
just made a quilt for both of her little ones. She also took her kids to see the ocean for their very first time.
They went to St. Augustine and loved it!

Morgan Savage Andrews says, “My family is doing great. Our pharmacy is growing and we just finished
remodeling several things at the pharmacy. Maddox (6 ) just finished Kindergarten at AIE and loves every
minute of school. I stay at home with Lincoln (4) and Sawyer (2), except for Mondays when I work at the
pharmacy. Our most exciting news, though, is that we are adding another little one to our family and it's a
GIRL!!! We are so excited to finally get some pink in the family. Brinley Elizabeth is due November 8th
and we couldn't be more excited to add a beautiful daughter to our family. Hope everyone is doing
well...drop by the pharmacy sometime and see us!”
Jeff & Melisa Kennedy recently moved for the 4th time in a year and finally are getting settled down in Beaufort, SC. Jeff graduated from Old Dominion University in May of 2011 with his BA. He was then commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps and sent to Quantico to attend The
Basic School and was given the new military occupational specialty as an Aviation Maintenance Officer. “I have been stationed in Beaufort, South
Carolina where I have my first division of over 65 Marines working for me. My wife is working at Oldfield Equestrian Center where she is teaching
students how to ride horses, as well as care for over 20 horses at the barn. My son, Jadon, is coming up on his second birthday this November and is
growing like a weed. He started daycare a few months ago and is already loving it as he is such the ladies’ man.”
Joseph Schweickhardt is working at Bob Hook’s where he washes cars & volunteers at his church. He is doing very well and enjoys being an uncle!

2002

David Ayres is working at TJ Maxx and J-town’s Krispy Kreme. He’s going back to school this fall to obtain a degree as a LPN.
Gabrie Bartsch is in the process of buying a house. Her daughter Aliviya will be turning 5. Which means she will be starting kindergarten at AIE! “It
amazes me how fast they grow up,” she says. She has been working at Panera bread for the last 4 and half years and is planning a trip to Washington
State to visit friends. Sadly, her grandfather, Jack Wolfe, passed last October. Mr. Wolfe was often seen volunteering his time at AIE, assisting Ms.
Teresa with Market Day and other activities.
Andrea Camoriano just took a trip to Florida for her cousin’s wedding. She’s working at UPS and learned to knit on a loom & is her new iTouch.
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2002

Brandon Embry has “many, many new things going on in my life. I got married Oct 1, 2011. My wife's name is Andrea and she is from Owensboro, KY.
I was, until recently, working at Norton Audubon in their Open Heart Unit as a bedside nurse. We recently moved to the Cincinnati area so that I could
fulfill my life dream of going to Nurse Anesthetist’s school at the University of Cincinnati.”
Lisa Gullo Fletcher has been living in Fayetteville, Arkansas for 4 years. “On June 17th 2010, I married Tyler Fletcher and on April 27, 2012 we welcomed our first child, Tyler Lee Fletcher II. I am currently working as an emergency dispatcher at SourceGas, but I recently became certified as a Medical Coder and Billing Specialist so I'm hoping to find a job at a local hospital!”
Jason Tapp is engaged to Jessica McClellan. In 2002, he earned his Private Pilot’s License. He graduated from Jefferson Community College in May 2008
and has been a Shelby County Sheriff Deputy since June 2011. He passes time fishing, playing ball & flying airplanes and “anything to do outdoors.”

2003

Kymberly Birk Lindell has had quite a year! The last time we did an update, she and hubby, Tim, were parents to a charming Jack Russell Terrier
named Radar. Now, she and Tim are parents of three! Of the discovery she says, “A bit nervous my husband and I went right over to the hospital for
an ultrasound and the ultrasound tech said, “Well, do twins run in your family?” I said they didn’t
but she said there were definitely 2 heartbeats! I broke into a gush of tears! I was crying and laughing as my husband sat there with a dumb-founded look on his face. He just kept saying 2?!?! Really?
2! We were so shocked! On May 22, Olivia Renee and Sophia Marie entered this world exactly 20
minutes apart! Being off this summer with my girls has been the most amazing experience ever! You
really have no idea how much love your heart can hold until you’re a mother. They are my world!
In addition to that, Kym had an amazing trip to New York city where she was training employees of
the popular pharmacy Duane Reade that Walgreens recently acquired.

She says she is still interested in getting a reunion together
if anyone is interested in helping her.
Courtney Savage Bartlett and Robert will be celebrating their 6th anniversary in October. “I still have my Night Nanny business ( taking care of newborns) which allows me to stay at home with my girls. Mia is almost 3 and has a big personality. Our newest addition, Daphne, is 3 1/2 months old
and although in the 95 percentile in size, she is the best baby a mother could ask for. We bought our first home out in Taylorsville last summer and
have enjoyed making it our own.”
Stephanie McMillin is currently working as an LPN at the Episcopal Church Nursing Home and is planning to start school again in October to add her
RN. She is very excited. She also reports that “All is quiet on the health front, finally” and wishes us all well.
Amanda Murrell was recently in the states on her WINTER break. Yep. She says, “I am entering my fifth year at the International Christian School of
Lima, where I am teaching high school English Language Arts and Bible. Living in Peru, I continue to enjoy what I do, where I live, and the opportunities I have to learn, to grow, to meet new people, to travel -- to experience in abundance all that's been given to me and serve others because of it.”
Jeremy Nalley and Amanda, wife of nearly two years, have one child together - a 3 month old baby girl
named Julie Kathleen . “We just got back from a week long family vacation to Disney World. We have a
2 year old dog named Logan, a lab mix. We own a house in J-town about a mile and a half away
from the school. I work for JCPS as an ECE (Exceptional Child Education) Early Childhood Instructional
Assistant. I am currently studying to be an Occupational Therapist Assistant at Jefferson Community and
Technical College at the downtown campus. I'm just thankful for every day I live and I'm enjoying life!”
Casey Scherzinger worked for Steiner Transocean last summer & spent a month training in London,
England & then worked on Celebrity Silhouette cruise ship as a massage therapist. “I was able to see
Israel, Greece, Turkey & Italy which was an amazing experience, but ship life was not for me. I returned
to a wonderful job at About Face Spa & Salon in southern Indiana where I am their only therapist. I am
spending lots of time with my nieces & nephews “ She will be heading to Scotland, Spain & Ireland
this summer. “Life is good,” she says, “I’m enjoying the journey so much!”

2004

Amy Cheek was married to Nick Poe on March 31, 2012. They just bought their first home.
She is beginning her fifth year of teaching preschool at Farmington Elementary in Graves County.
Amanda Daus has her Doctorate in Physical Therapy! Her BA was in Kineseology. She graduated last August
from U of K and now lives in Naperville, Illinois and works at ATI Physical Therapy. She loves what she does
and where she lives and has been spending a lot of time this summer working and traveling to see family.
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2005

Jack Berge graduated from U of L last fall with a BA in Mathematics. He is working on his career as he works as Office Manager at Gaslight Square
Animal Hospital. He is also engaged to a wonderful girl, Ashley Williams.
Ross Epstein and wife of nearly two years, Lizzy, live in Louisville with their daughter, Leota, and two dogs. He works as a piercer at Ageless Art—
Tattoos & Piercings in Clarksville, IN and drums in two bands: Slugger City and The Burial (with whom he’ll be performing in Richmond, VA ‘s
“Gwar B-Q.” where maybe they’ll be discovered!). He is also going back to school this fall to get a degree in Business.
Emily Gipe is very excited about her new move to Frankfort. She is living at the Stewart Home School. She just moved in Monday, July 2 and LOVES
it. Emily has worked very hard to become independent & live on her own. She’s accomplished that goal! Emily will be working in Frankfort, but is
first settling in before choosing her next path.
Patrick Kinsella is an engineer at Atlas Machine. He says that he “tends to be the company’s proofreader for any marketing material that is sent out
just because they've realized I'm pretty good at it and I enjoy it.” He bought a house and is sharing it with Michael Gorrie and Tyler Scanlon.
Lindsey Leitner just finished her first quarter of school with all B’s! She’s working on her LPN at ATA College.
Tyler Scanlon is rooming with Patrick Kinsella and recently retrieved his Yankee’s sweatshirt after a bit of internet sleuthing uncovered its whereabouts. He also graduated from U of L with a degree in Anthropology and will be starting graduate school in the fall. He is still working for UPS and
has been able to take a couple of trips to the Caribbean and different places in the U.S.

2006

Justin Caldwell is working at Meijer’s on Hurstborne.
Taylor MacDonald is working for Masterson’s Catering and Zappos!

(continued on page 10)

Photo by AIE Alumni, Alex Brumley

Now that I’ve placed that earworm in your head, here is a continued and sustained plea.
A bit of this is a repeat from last newsletter, so if it sounds familiar, it is. Several years ago, I started Cougar Tracks for 3 reasons: we (teachers and
staff) wanted to keep up with our “kids,” I wanted to be able to brag on the things you were doing , and I wanted to show off the things that you accomplished here at AIE. Being a small school, we had always had such a strong sense of community and, as a member of that community, I hated to
lose touch. Back then, however, there weren’t so many of you! It didn’t
take anytime at all to pick up a phone and dash the information down.
Now, it’s much more time consuming. What started as a labor of love is
now becoming a very difficult task that is taking time away from my summers with my girls who are, very quickly, growing up. What once took
me a few hours is now taking me nearly a week. So, here’s the plea. I
need help.
You can help in two ways: 1) send me your current e-mail and mailing
address 2) volunteer to be an Alumni Rep and help me call people and
collect e-mail and mailing addresses.
Last year’s representatives were: 1996-Jerilynn Toon; 2001-Morgan Savage
Andrews; 2002-David Ayres; 2003 (Kym Birk Lindell has agreed to take
this spot next year); 2005—Maegan Schulz & Jack Berge; 2008—Spencer
Savage & Ben Davis; 2009-Josh Owens 2010-Ayla Murrell. As you can see,
some years are under-represented, and some years aren’t represented at all.
I did not ask them to contact you this year, as I was late getting to work
Members of our most current group of Alumi: The Class of 2012
and was reorganizing databases, so if you did not receive a call from one of
these people, I want to defend their honor.
If you want to help or have information to share, drop me a line at
See how 20 bucks can truly make a difference in an AIE
cougartracks@aiexcellence.com
child’s
life. To help us raise enough to keep students who
I look forward to hearing from you, Ms. Gil

we want and need at our school and part of our family, go
to page 11.
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2007

Emily Atwood is directing a play this year at EKU. She will be doing her Neurology and Public Health clinicals this fall.
Margaret Burns is, and I do quote, “slingin carpet at iCarpetiles.com for 2.5 years, racin’ bikes, gettin' rad,” She has an Associates in Interior Design
from Sullivan. She is “livin the dream, man.”
Megan Gillespie accepted a job with Results Physiotherapy in Nashville, Tennessee where she’ll work as an outreach Athletic Trainer. She will be the
head Athletic Trainer at Harpeth Hall’s all-girl school. It is a private college-prep school for girls in grades in 5-12. She’s “super relieved” to have a job
that “lets me utilize my degree only 1.5 months post-grad!
Lauren Helmick recently had heart surgery and is recovering. After high school, she went to a post-secondary program for 3 years in Amenia, New
York. After that, she went to a program in Skokie, Illinois that helped her learn to live independently. She currently lives in Minnesota.
Josh Houghton and his wife,
, are still in transition after Josh’ return from Iraq. They are in Joplin, MO and are buying a house, but have been at
8 different addresses in the past year! His family is doing well, Kati completed her freshman year at the University of Montana in their Prejournalism program. Abby & Lauren are doing exceptionally well, also. Brenda is teaching high school, homeschool students in Pinehaven, Montana
and says that, “Much of what I learned at AIE has helped prepare me for what I do here. The program is quite different, but kids are kids.”

2008

Julie Ellard is now Julie Shirley. She and Travis were married on July 16, 2012 at White Hall Manor in Louisville, KY. “We currently live in Hodgenville, KY a small town right outside of Etown. Currently I have been taking online classes at Ashford University with a 3.7 GPA. I stay really busy
with school, work and church. I currently work at a small local bank and Travis and I serve on the youth board
and we are the JR High youth pastors at our church. I also direct our state championship drama team and look
forward to us winning and going to nationals again this year! Travis and I just got a new home where we live with
our two puppies, Harley and Audrey Hepburn! We enjoy working with our youth group, hanging out with our
close friends, going on motorcycle road trips! We also run a small recording studio in our home and Travis is currently working with several artists now! Excited to see how far I've come and can't wait to see what the future
holds! “
Amanda Gentry has a 17-month-old little boy. She’s about to graduate from dental school. She’s working at Mortenson’s Family Dental.
Jenna Holladay Brady graduated Summa Cum Laude from Lee University on May 5, 2012 with a bachelor's degree in Political Science. She will be
starting law school at UofL’s Brandeis School of Law in August. She and Cody just celebrated their first wedding anniversary on June 18th!
Spencer Savage was accepted into Lipscomb University’s College of Pharmacy and will be attending the program for the next 4 years. Brittany graduated in May with a BS in Early Childhood Education and Child and Family Studies. They will be moving to Nashville soon.

2009

Laura Chairot is working at Best Buy and raising her adorable daughter, Madelyn.
Heather Hall went on a very interesting trip! “For two weeks in May, I was in Moldova for two weeks. My team of 13 went to work with organizations (Justice and Mercy International, and Beginning of Life) that fight sex trafficking. Moldova is the size of Maryland but is in the top 10 list of trafficking countries in the world. While we were there, we taught skills to women that have been trafficked; we played with orphans because they are at
a very high risk to be trafficked; and we went to schools to talk to high school students about issues like abuse, relationships, and dreams.”
Blane Mynatt will be a junior at Murray State where he is majoring in Business Administration and minoring in Criminal Justice. He is a Resident
Advisor (RA) at Murray. He received the RA Environmental Program of the Year award at Murray and recently attended the RA Regional and State
Housing Conference.
Erika Yeary Parker and Bobby, her husband, welcomed a little boy into the world last December. Elijah Jacob, a very happy baby, was 7lbs 12 oz and
22inches long. The family is currently stationed in Camp Lejeune, NC, and are enjoying their time together. Erika is a certified Scentsy consultant.

2010

Ben Fitzpatrick has been taking classes at Jefferson Community and Technical College, Southwest Campus. He’s also been studying heavily with
computers and learning programming for them, and trying to get a technology job of some sort.
Rebeccah Hindman is in the Pharmacy Tech Program at JCTC. She should be graduating next year and will then go to Sullivan for the Pharmacist
Program. She is not one to brag on herself, but reliable sources tell me she has been doing an excellent job at school—making Dean’s List in 2011& 12!
Ayla Murrell just finished her sophomore year in EKU’s Honor’s Program. She has declared an English major and made the President’s List and
Dean’s list. She also received the Dean’s Award for being on the Dean’s List at least 3 times. She is planning to study abroad in Ireland in the spring.
Mariel Shumate is attending WKU’s Honor’s College where she currently has a 3.14 GPA. She is the treasurer of the Residence Hall association, and a
member of the WKU chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. She is also a founding member of WKU's team for the NASA University Student Launch Initiative which is a competition to design and build a rocket to launch at the Marshall Space Flight Center in April of next year.

2011

Sara Berge just finished her first year in EKU’s Honor’s Program with a 4.0. She is majoring in Pre-Vet Biology. She also participated in dance theatre, intramural basketball and soccer. This summer she’s been working at her father’s clinic.
Arden Mynatt finished her first year at Murray State making the Dean’s list with a 4.0. She’s going to study abroad this winter in either Greece or
Italy. As a Sophomore, she will be a Freshman Year Leader, helping Freshmen get to know the campus and get the hang of things.
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A Request, from Mr. Savage:
School is just around the corner and for some of our students that
means getting school clothes, supplies and squeezing in a few more
trips to the pool. However, for some of our students, it will mean
looking for another school, anticipating different friends and teachers and worrying about fitting in with a new group of people. I
know life is not fair and that we can’t fix everyone’s problems. I
know that, in some cases, there are much greater problems that
need addressing. I even acknowledge that some people find themselves in need because of poor choices. However, for the child facing this new school dilemma, no matter what caused the situation,
the issue is big.
When we adjusted our tuition this year, it allowed twenty of our
families to come off scholarship assistance. Several more families
found ways to supplement what they had been paying and are increasing their amount of payment, and therefore, decreasing the
amount needed from the AIE Scholarship Foundation. However,
more jobs have been lost, less money is being made because of cut
hours, and some families have come to a point where they find
themselves in a different living situation that was unexpected. It
seems as the needs of some are decreasing, the needs of others increased. When we announced the decrease, rather than the increase, of tuition for the 2012-2013 school year, it was our hope that
the decrease would help some families be able to stay at AIE it was
also my hope that by doing this relief across the board that some
families, not in quite the dire circumstance as others, might be able
to make significant donations. Some of us are in situations where
we can and some are not. I hope, that some of parents and alumni
in more solid circumstances will consider making a tax deductible

gift to help the Scholarship Foundation meet our children’s
needs.
The danger that I see is, if all our families believe others families
will contribute and no one does, then the decrease in tuition will
not be the success we had hoped for.
Right now we have over 500 alumni. If each alumni family
would donate 20 dollars, we would bring in $10,000.
As we approach the coming year and final decisions regarding
enrollment are needing to be made, it is imperative that I know
just how this will work out financially for AIE and the Foundation. If you and your family have made a decision concerning this
opportunity and are planning to help the Foundation this year
with a single donation or will make a commitment of a monthly
amount, please let me know as soon as you can. It will be as a
result of your quick responses that I will be able to better determine the choices that some of our parents will need to make. It
will also help me determine if we will be able to extend assistance
to any new families seeking to attend AIE.
Thank you for your consideration to this matter both from
myself and those families still waiting to hear decisions about this
coming year. If you are able make a donation, whether a onetime or monthly, please let me know at your earliest convenience.
You can e-mail me at jsavage@rescare.com, or call to leave a message for me at 267-6187, extension 113.
If you and your family have already made a recent donation,
we thank you for your support as do the families that will receive
the needed assistance.

An Alumni Challenge from Ms. Gil—I’ve never done this before, so I honestly don’t know how it will be
received, but I would like to set a goal for the Alumni—I don’t really want to call it a challenge, because
that sounds so threatening ( an attack on your man(or woman)hood! ), but I really would like to set a goal
for the alumni. I suggested to Mr. Savage the possibility that raising 20 bucks from each alumni family
could make a real impact on a very real need. As a teacher, I have watched us lose kids that truly need us,
and that we truly need for their academic and personal strength, due to lack of funds. I know, from personal experience, that 20 bucks in college was a lot of money. I also know that I could easily blow 20 bucks
on one Friday night of fast food and entertainment! I’m so lucky to be in a situation now where I can give
more, but one or two people cannot do it alone. I’m asking you to see if we can donate a minimum of 20
bucks per alumni family. That really would be $10,000. If we could raise more, it would be amazing!
Please help me and Mr. Savage help these kids. Times are tough, but AIE can be tougher! If you can
help, please do.
Contact me through facebook (Gillian Langley– not Ms. Gil) or email me at cougartracks@aiexcellence.com
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Coming Again
to AIE!
October 19 & 20th
As always, a special
Director’s Luxury seat
will be auctioned off just
before the show to benefit
the scholarship foundation.
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Tickets on sale in October

A 2013 Senior Production

See archived issues of Cougar Tracks at www.aiexcellence.com/main Click on Alumni
Questions or comments about Cougar Tracks? E-mail us at cougartracks@aiexcellence.com

The Academy for Individual Excellence
3101 Bluebird Lane
Louisville, KY

