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Those who taught Bridget Schaeffer nearly 10 years ago remember her as being a direct, no-nonsense kind of person and it
was only logical that she chose a straight-forward no-nonsense
kind of profession. Because she was a strong student with a
sharp mind and good work ethic, there was little doubt that she
would do well for herself. While many students shift their majors
once they enroll in college or spend a year or two undecided
about their future, Bridget did not. She knew where her interests
were and set a path to make use of her skills. Her chosen degree: Construction Engineering Management. Her school of
choice: Purdue University.
Bridget came to AIE at the beginning of her junior year. Her
mother “really, really liked Mr. Savage’s outlook. “ About her
teachers at AIE, Bridget recalls that she had a lot of respect for
Dr. Manna and Ms. Pape and “the things I learned from them
carried me a long way.”
She also recalls Mr. Geary. He was “very supportive of people
leaving town and going and finding themselves in college. I think
that was the push I needed to go where Continued on page 5

Brian and Bridget Schaeffer Clark

By Gillian Langley aka Ms. Gil

Sitting across from me, in a local Mexican restaurant, is a face very familiar to
me. When I first saw it 20 something years ago, it belonged on a younger,
shorter body, but it’s the same sweet face – smart, eager, and boyishly shy.
Then, he was “a handful.” Full of energy, creative, eager for attention- he
could take center stage in the classroom. Today, like most of us, he’s mellowed a bit. He is 31, works at a local car dealership, is an athlete, helps his
mom at her store, is an uncle. Unlike most of us, getting here has been a
nearly overwhelming chore.
Joe started at AIE before AIE existed - going to preschool at Quala Care,
leaving for a time and returning to join us at Back to Basics. He was struggling with learning and behavior challenges. The doctors were trying to pinpoint the issues at play and multiple theories abounded. Odors from cleaning
products and cosmetic perfumes could set off a reaction in his brain that
caused “wild behavior.” Not until he was much older would anyone get to the
bottom of it recalled his mother, Linda, “we had no idea that Joe had suffered
a brain injury from being sick as a child.”
Although Joe was struggling, any astute observer could tell there was a lot
of intellect at work too. Linda reminded me, “most will recall Joe’s memory
skills and of course his passion for cars.” Joe could not only recall every car
in the parking lot, but he could tell you who owned it. When Joe was in his
teens, doctors would discover that Asperger’s syndrome was also contributing
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As with every graduating class at AIE, there was much diversity to be shared and celebrated. As our graduates leave us, we
hope they remember the work they did here and continue their journey towards excellence. They are headed in many different
directions—which suit their many different desires and needs—but we hope to hear back from them as we have from other
graduates and learn not just how the world is treating them, but how they are treating the world. As of graduation day, this is
what their plans were.

Zack Alvey had 5 years of perfect attendance at AIE! He played basketball, baseball, bowled and participated in archery. He was

also a member of The Dramatic Paws. Zach is going to continue his education at a tech school and focus on computer
technology.

Hope Barron was a member of the Dramatic Paws during her junior and senior years. She is planning on spending some time in England through Youth With a Mission, an international Christian Charity.

Brandon Bishop received a $20,000 Opportunity Scholarship. He used contracting time to begin his training with ITT during his senior
year. He is working toward a degree in Systems Administration. He played soccer for 3 years with AIE.

Michael Black was awarded a $20,000 academic scholarship and a $5,ooo scholarship for his college admittance essay to Indiana

Wesleyan University. In addition, he received a basketball scholarship that will take care of room and board. He plans
on pursuing a degree in Business. While at AIE, he participated in basketball, soccer, archery, & bowling. He was also
a member of The Dramatic Paws and was in a total of 8 plays. He also participated in National History Day. Outside of
school, he participated in a mission trip to El Valle, Panama during his junior and senior years. Michael has attended AIE
since preschool.

Tyler Boerste wants to become a teacher, so he will be pursuing a degree in Education. While at AIE, he played soccer and baseball.
Sarah Charida is going to study Psychology at Western Kentucky University. She played volleyball at AIE for 5 years. She was also a
member of the Dramatic Paws during her freshman year, and represented the Academy and the state of Kentucky at the
National History Day competition at the University of Maryland during her junior year. Outside of school, she played club
volleyball.

Matt Chenois will be attending Eastern Kentucky University and studying Computer Programming.
Grant Combs will be attending Eastern Kentucky University where he will major in Criminal Justice and minor in Psychology. He plans

on a career in law enforcement. During his time at AIE he participated in soccer, baseball, middle school basketball,
National History Day and the Dramatic Paws. Outside of school, he was a member of the Louisville Metro Police Explorers, played soccer for J-town and was a volunteer at Baptist Hospital East.

Nick Duncan is considering college where he hopes to play baseball. While at AIE, he played baseball and basketball and was a
member of the Dramatic Paws. Outside of school, he also played baseball at Skyview.

Jared Dye is going to start his journey towards a career as a fire fighter by taking classes at JCTC in the fall. While at AIE, he

played basketball, baseball and soccer. He was also a member of The Dramatic Paws. Outside of school he was a
member of East Side Church of Christ and worked at Skyview and Mid-America sports. He will be training this summer
with the Mt. Washington fire department and working towards becoming a Kentucky Certified Firefighter. He has attended AIE since birth.

Kimberly Glover will begin her education this fall at JCTC. She is pursing a degree in Nursing and wants to work in a neo-natal unit.
While at AIE, she participated in National History Day, placing second in the regionals and competing at state.

Matthew Hanlein participated on the bowling team at AIE. He is going to relax for the summer and look for a job in the fall.
Patrick Hendricks participated in archery and bowling while at AIE. He also ran the light board for The Dramatic Paws. Outside of school,

he worked for the Pegasus Parade. He is working part-time at an animal clinic and will be taking some college courses.

Josh Hindman will be pursuing a degree in Physical Therapy at JCTC. While at AIE, he participated in basketball, soccer and archery.
He made the All-star basketball team. Outside of school, Josh participated in scouting and was an Eagle Scout.

Daniel Keairns will be attending Eastern Kentucky University where he received a Regents Scholarship -a $24,000 scholarship awarded
for academic excellence. He will be pursuing a dual major in Emergency Medical Care and Agri-business Management.
During his time at AIE, he was in archery and band. Outside of school, he participated in Boy Scouts, Louisville Metro
Police Explorers program, MFPD Jr. Firefight, Lutheran Early Response Team, Order of the Arrow, Our Savior Lutheran
Church Youth Group and National Eagle Scout Association. This summer he is finishing his recruit class at Middletown
Fire Protection District. Daniel was also offered a full-tuition Eagle Scout Scholarship to UofL.
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Chrissy Lafayette is planning to attend college in the fall. Outside of school, she volunteers at a daycare.
KJ Lauck was awarded $20,000 for academics to Lipscomb University. He will be attending JCTC for a couple of years to put aside

savings, then attend Lipscomb. At AIE, he played basketball, baseball, soccer and archery. He was also a member of The
Dramatic Paws and performed in 5 plays. Outside of school, he played soccer at Mockingbird Valley and J-town. He is a
member of East Side Church of Christ.

Morgan Lewis has a full-time job at UPS. At AIE, she played soccer and basketball during which time she was on 3 All-Tournament teams,
the All-Stars team and 3rd All-League Team. Outside of school she was very active in the youth group at Middletown Christian Church, taking mission trips and volunteering to feed the homeless once a month.

Joe Mattingly is attending Southeast Lineman Training Center in Trenton, Georgia. While at AIE, he played soccer.
Alex May plans to pursue a career in law enforcement and will attend JCTC to continue working towards that goal. Outside of school,
he was a member of the Louisville Metro Police Explorers.

Morgan McCauley is going to attend Carl Perkins Vocational Institute. While at AIE, she was on the archery team. Outside of school, she was
a member of American Heritage Girls, Animal House Shelter, and St. Stephens Lutheran Church.

Anya Meiners has interests in mission work and film-making. At AIE, she participated in archery, bowling, basketball and the Dramatic
Paws. Outside of school, she was a member of American Heritage Girls, and Southeast Christian.

Dean Mikesell will continue to pursue his career in plumbing. While at AIE, he participated in basketball, The Dramatic Paws and National
History Day. Dean has attended AIE since preschool.

Trent Morabito will be getting a degree in Computer Science. At AIE, he played soccer, golf, archery and was a member of The Dramatic
Paws.

Bronte Murrell will be attending Northern Kentucky University where she was awarded the Commonwealth Excellence Scholarship— an

academic scholarship for $3,000 each year she attends. While at AIE, she played soccer for 5 years and basketball for 7.
She was a member of the Dramatic Paws and competed in National History Day, taking 2nd in state in 2011. Outside of
school, she was a member of the Derby City Rossoneri soccer club. She has been attending AIE since birth.

Grayson Pace is moving to Montana to work on his Uncle’s K-9 Care program. He is also considering a career in the military.
Erin Renschler is attending Indiana University Southeast and is considering a major in Music Production. While at AIE, she played 2 years of
volleyball, making the All-Tournament team, and 1 year of basketball.

Shelby Rich will be going to U of L to seek a degree in Special Education and to acquire her ASL interpreter's license. She was offered a
scholarship to Bellarmine. At AIE, she was on the basketball team for 5 years. She was also in archery where she placed
3rd in regionals and was invited to shoot at Nationals. Outside of school, Shelby was very involved in Girl Scouts through
which she received the Leslie Sheehan award.

Katie Roth is eager to begin her journey towards her goal of working as an editor or in some field of the arts. She will attend JCTC in the

initial phase of working towards that goal. During her time at AIE, she participated in The Dramatic Paws performing lead
roles and directing her peers in Fastbreaks, a collection of plays she and other AIE students authored. Katie has attended AIE
since preschool.

Paul Rowan is undecided about his next move, but has enjoyed his past two years at AIE, especially, “all the friends I made and all the
things we did.”

Thomas Ruez is interested in attending Sullivan University and pursuing his interests in either Network Security or Forensics.
Chris Schuler will be attending Bellarmine with the ultimate educational goal of earning a Masters in Computer Engineering. He received
several scholarships and grants totaling about $16,500. At AIE, he was active in bowling, golf and The Dramatic Paws.

Anthony Shunnarah plans to seek gainful employment and “try to make it big.” Outside of AIE, he enjoys playing guitar.
Dakota Smith has enlisted in the Marine Corp through which he plans to acquire the experience and education he will need to pursue a

career in law enforcement. At AIE, he played baseball, basketball (All-tournament Team 2010) and soccer. He was also a
participant in The Dramatic Paws. He has been at AIE since preschool.

Victor Smith is joining the Marine Corp. At AIE, he played 4 years of soccer and was proud of the team’s successful trip to the 2nd round
of the KCAA tournament.

Stacy Thompson is going to JCTC and seeking a technician’s certification to conduct ultra sounds.
Kayla Williams wants to pursue a degree in Nursing.
Amanda Yff Is interested in going to Morehead to obtain her degree in Elementary Education. At AIE, she played basketball for 8 years,
and was a member of The Dramatic Paws for 3 years. Outside of school, she volunteered at the Louisville Zoo for 3 years.
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National History Day competition was changed up a bit this year
as regionals was moved to Manuel high and state competition was
at The University of Louisville. The state coordinator, Cheryl Caskey, cited increased participation and a need for more space as the
reasons that competition was shifted from its traditional venue at
the Kentucky History Center. Under consideration is rotating venues for the next few years.
Participating from AIE this year were 8 high school students who
worked with Ms. Gil researching and developing their projects.
Although all of our participants successfully progressed from regional to state competition, none were able to compete in the national phase: a disappointment to them, but by no means a point of
shame as most were first time participants who gained a great deal
of experience in the research process and plan to return next fall to
research topics suitable for the 2014 theme: Rights and Responsibilities.
Creating an exhibit entitled The Pacific Theater: a Turning Point
in Modern Warfare were Olivia Raley and Jackson Pope. Their
display focused on how the dropping of the bombs during WWII
changed forever the way we conduct and view war. Their project
featured interviews of relatives and teachers who experienced the
Cold War first hand.
Shelby Rich, relying on her interest in ASL and using the experiences of our ASL teacher, Mr. Robert Smith, created a research
paper entitled A Voice at Last. It focused on the efforts of students
at Gallaudet University to have a Deaf president appointed to this
Deaf University. The paper was very well received as the topic and
approach were fresh and unique.

Also composing a research paper was first-timer and junior, Allie Dietrich.
Her paper, The Power of the Pill focused on the ground-breaking work of
Margaret Sanger and others who sought to create and legalize contraception. Her paper, too, was well received. Although disappointed, Allie was
already considering topics for next year.
Other newcomers were juniors Michael Boykin, Kaleb Brawand and Seth
Mattingly, who created the website, Dawn of the Digital Device. Their website combined research with interviews of local business professionals who
discussed the revolutionary changes the invention of the PC made to their
small businesses. The website was very well organized and received
strong marks. It incorporated digital images of advertisements from the era
with video clips of interviews.
Lastly, sophomore Harper Murrell created an individual website, From
Pesticide to Biocide: the Transformation of DDT. Harper’s website incorporated advertisements from the 1950’s and Fish and Wildlife research,
among other sources, that showed how the public’s perception of DDT
shifted after the publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring. During her
8th grade year, Harper competed nationally at the University of Maryland
with her display, The Frank Truth, which focused on the horrors of genocide and the story of Anne Frank.
The Academy has had a great deal of success in National History Day as
it allows us to submit projects that students have created through contracting. Typically, students log over 150 hours on their project before regional
competition. After that, several more hours are put forth compiling new
research and revising projects. It allows them to become an expert in a
field and to defend their work to college professors and Masters students.
Past participants in NHD who are now in college, have reported that the
skills they gained in the research process put them ahead of the curve in
comparison to many of
their college peers.

Scattered throughout this issue, you will see quotes from recent conversations with our Alumni. Like our student body today, these students represent
all different types of individuals. Some students came to us when traditional
methods of education weren’t meeting their needs. Some were nearly literally born in the school. All were and are individuals whose journeys have led
them down different roads but recognize how their time at AIE may have
affected their course.

Representing AIE at NHD this year were: (back) Shelby Rich, Michael Boykin, Kaleb
Brawand, Seth Mattingly, Harper Murrell, Olivia Raley, Jackson Pope, and (front)
Alexandra Dietrich

“The school groomed me to be comfortable
in any environment. I was always surrounded by people who were different from myself
and I learned to appreciate and celebrate those differences
rather than fearing them.”
Spencer Savage ‘08
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Bridget Schaeffer Clarke (continued from front)
the best opportunities were and not stay around town. When I applied to college, I didn’t even consider an instate school. I applied
only to Texas A&M, Rose-Hulman and Purdue.” Looking back, Bridget says “maybe I should have considered more schools,” but regardless, she was not only accepted to all of her dream schools, but
her ACT scores were high enough to earn her admittance into the
Honors Engineering Program at Purdue. (Just to be clear here, I was
accepted but did not enroll in the Honors program)
Once she started college, she admits it was a struggle. Because
AIE doesn’t grade on a curve, Bridget was unfamiliar with what her
scores meant. She would receive a test back with a low score on it
and be horrified. Her grades seemed dismally low and she feared
she had chosen the wrong path. With the support of her family and a
particularly effective pep talk from her dad, Bridget found the courage
to continue. When the semester ended and grades were posted, she
was shocked to discover she had scored very well against her peers.
Not being used to the comparison of a curve system of grading, “ I
thought I was failing, but everybody else was doing the same thing
around me and we ended up with A’s and B’s.” She realized that
“compared to all of these other smart people, I was doing fine.” She
also struggled with the workload. In high school she could get her
homework finished in the 45 minutes provided in RAP. In college her
workload was overwhelming at first. “I thrive off a challenge. The
more credit hours I took, the busier I was and the more productive I
was. I enjoyed the challenge.” Her innate skills and personal drive for
excellence served her well.
Bridget went on to earn her Engineering Degree in Construction
Engineering Management from Purdue. As a requirement for that,
she completed 3 years of summer internships with Hunt Construction
– a company well-known for building stadiums. During her first summer internship, she worked on a high school in Texas. The next two
summers brought more exciting projects: a hockey arena in Arizona
and a Fed Ex Hangar in Memphis. Bridget was excelling and, in her
senior year, she was awarded a scholarship in her major area. Although the monetary amount was only a drop in the bucket when
applied towards Purdue’s tuition, it was quite an honor to receive.
Keeping with her plan, she graduated in the spring of 2008 with a 3.5
GPA and was a member of Beta Tau, an honorary fraternity for Construction Engineers.
Today Bridget is a LEED Accredited Professional working as a
Senior Project Engineer with Holder Construction based in Atlanta,
Georgia. Holder was recently awarded the contract to build a
$1billion stadium for the Atlanta Falcons. She has been with Holder
since graduation when she lived in Phoenix, Arizona and worked on
renovating a hospital into a corporate center, medical simulation lab,
and data center. After the completion of that project, she moved to
Maryland to work on a $79 million, 4-story, 123,000 square foot performing arts building for Bowie State University. “It was a very
unique project for a lot of reasons.”
This May brought about another challenging project: a chemistry
building at Emory University. “We’re renovating and adding onto a
fully live and functional chemistry building that will have millions of
dollars of research going on at the same time.” According to an
Emory University newsletter, the $52 million dollar renovation will
“transform the concrete exterior and boxed-in labs of the past into the
sunlit foyers and communal spaces that reflect the department's
vision of its future.” Bridget will be responsible for managing subcontractors, “which for this project equates to $17 million.” While this is

formidable number to most, it is “pretty run of the mill” for Holder.
Besides tending to these daily duties, Bridget has been able to find
a niche in other areas of Holder and make unique contributions.
“When I started with Holder, they asked me what I would do if I weren’t in this job. My response to them was if I wasn’t doing construction
management, I would like to go into computer graphics design. Based
on my experiences in college, AutoCAD was my favorite. They took
that knowledge and put me in a position which they call the Field BIM
Coordinator.” Seeking to simplify a very complicated process, Bridget
explained that in the Building Information Modeling (BIM) process
“they take 3-D models of buildings and use those to coordinate all the
work that goes into them. We have an entire BIM department within
our company and those are very technical people. Then we have our
Operations department, who are the Construction Managers.” The
problem was, “there was no real integration of the two.” Holder had
been trying to create a position to do so and they used Bridget as a
pioneer model for that for a lot of years. “’Bridget did this and she did
it well,’ they said.” They were trying “to recreate that in other people
and couldn’t figure out how to make that work.” She explains, “People
that do the 3-D modeling they just want to do that. People that are in
operations in the field- they don’t see the value in the 3-D model.”
Combining the two has been a goal and that is happening now.
Another opportunity Bridget had to contribute to Holder’s coordination and efficiency, involved the use of Bluebeam software. “When
you think about physical plans and blueprints you picture these really
large sheets of paper that have all the drawings on it. In an effort to go
digital and make the process more efficient,” Bridget employed Bluebeam software to “create an interactive set of digital plans.” She created a sample project and showed them how the different departments
could collaborate, edit, and mark-up plans instantly while in the office,
or in the field. “They could hyper-link all of these plans together and it
was so efficient. At the time, a lot of the people in our BIM and IT departments did not even know about these capabilities. About a month
after I presented this to them, I went on maternity leave.” Bridget
returned 10 weeks later to find her suggestions fully incorporated. “It
was full-blown throughout the company. They’ve now made it a
standard and we’ve developed our own software in-house to build on
this.” Even those who were wary of computers bought into it.
Besides managing the construction of multi-million dollar structures,
Bridget has been building a family too. Her husband, Brian, also
keeps busy working in the Information Technology department of
Emory Healthcare and is trying to grow his own business. They have
two children – Dominic and Isabella. "With my first baby, I was working five minutes from the house and it was a really easy transition.
This time around, I have to commute an hour to work and I have two
babies at home. Fortunately they’re very understanding and they are
willing to work with me on the hours.” “They know I can get the job
done.”
Enough said.

“I used to hate the gym time we had with
Mr. Savage, but now looking back, I realize
it really helped me become a very outgoing
individual.”
Nicole McCauley ‘08
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As they always have, the arts play a big part in what we do at The Academy. Learning to
present yourself on a stage, in front of peers and family helps strengthen our young students.
From the annual elementary concert to the senior play,
our students have many opportunities to take the
stage—and they do!

Above: Scenes from Annie Get Your Gun this year’s Senior Production. Left: The Dramatic Paws in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
“Doing those silly songs and being forced to
get up in front of people actually made me
more comfortable speaking in front of large
groups of people for presentations.”
AJ McClure ‘08
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Above & Left: Scenes from the
elementary’s patriotic program this
spring.

“I love that I can pass on
the tools I learned as a little
girl, receiving an AIE education, to my boys as
they learn and grow.”
Mandy DeSpain Hall ‘99

Right: Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
Below: Katie Roth student directed & co-wrote Fastbreaks—15 plays in
30 Minutes. All productions were written by students and/or faculty members. The production featured members of the boys’ basketball team
whose practice overlapped with regular play rehearsals.

“If it weren't for AIE, I don't
believe I would have gone to
college and
accomplished all the things
that I have.”
Vincent Campisano ‘08
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As always, we tried very hard to get in touch with our alumni. If you would like to help us with this, or would like to volunteer to
be a class representative (helping Ms. Gil update and collect information) please e-mail us: cougartracks@aiexcellence.com
Thanks to all those who took hours out of their summer to help with this process. We hope to be able to continue to provide this
service to our alumni and their families.

Brandon Chasteen says, “As far as life changes go, reckon I’ve had one or two of those lately. In March of this year, I left GE after 13 years to rejoin the family business and take over the reins as president of Bootleg Bar-B-Q. While it was difficult to make such a huge leap and leave behind
a promising career track in corporate America, the chance to both help my family and take a leadership role in re-energizing an established business with a proven reputation was just to good to pass up. Since I’ve been on board, I’ve gotten a crash course in managing and growing a small
business, which is worlds apart from the corporate culture I was reared in at GE. Thankfully, I have been able to reach out to friends and family to
help me adjust to this new path. In fact, I’m lucky enough to have several AIE grads (Drew Hannon, Patrick DeSpain and Bryan Ankeny) jump
aboard and help me steer this ship in the right direction!
Brandon Savage still works for the Louisville Metro Police Department. He is “riding the nightshift in the east end for now and pursuing a spot on
the Crimes Against Children Unit.” He and Leah have been married for 13 years and she is an RN at Norton’s Brownsboro. She’s almost completed her Masters in Nursing Administration. They have 3 children: Daniel—8, Jadon—6, and Haylee—4. All of them attend AIE.

Stephen Roth says, “I have been the safety manager at Whittenberg Construction
for over five years now. I have been doing a lot of traveling to jobs in Indianapolis
and Bowling Green. My older son Jude, four years old, wants to do everything I do
and I am enjoying it. He has taken up fishing and hunting, some of my favorite hobbies. Our soon to be middle child Nolan, is all boy. He is really into his cars and
trucks but will still take time to sit in our lap to read a book. My wife and I are expecting our third son at the end of October. We are looking forward to expanding
our family and all the joys life has to bring.”
Mandy DeSpain Hall says, “We’re enjoying a break from school for the summer;
though often our break feels busier than the school year. Sebastian graduated kindergarten this year. He will be in the first grade this fall and Ruben will be in second. We
Brandon and Leah Savage’s stylish crew :
Haylee, Jadon and Daniel
are looking forward to a new year of homeschooling, this coming fall, with little brothers Eli and Oliver along for the ride. We definitely incorporate the classic AIE rote and
basic sheet methods in to our routine. We intend to include more and more as time goes on. We’re also planning to use Sentence of the Day. I
love that I can pass on the tools I learned as a little girl, receiving an AIE education, to my boys as they learn and grow.”
Adam Goff, who graduated from Western Kentucky University in 2004, has been a manager since 2007 at Logan’s Roadhouse.
Amanda Savage Williams says, “I am starting my 10th year teaching kindergarten at AIE. I have enjoyed
teaching many of my friends from AIE’s children, as well as several of my nieces and nephews and more
to come. I will be teaching my daughter Kenzlee this year and my youngest child is starting preschool this
summer. I love my job!

Contracting and the projects we had to
do for class helped me be selfmotivated and to pursue the things that
I’m interested in.”
Zach Meiners ‘08

Christina Patterson is currently on
leave from work to spend the summer
in Israel. She is planning to eventually
relocate there. She is still living in the
Charlotte, NC area and working parttime for LPL Financial. She continues
to take classes and teach at King David Christian Conservatory and at another tap and ballet studio in Charlotte.
Amanda Savage Williams with Lyla Kate,
Braden, Matt & Kenzlee
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Patrick DeSpain says, “Not a lot to report from my end. I just took a job with Brandon Chasteen working at Bootleg Bar-B-Q. I’ve had some long
hard days, but it’s rewarding work. A lot of Alumni and AIE friends have come out.”
Monica Loeser graduated from IUS with honors in 2010. She has a degree in Special Education. She has been working in a severe, selfcontained, special needs room in Greater Clark for the last three years.
Michelle Noel Benge and Jeremy have been married for years now and have three children, ages 4,2, & 1. They still live and work in Louisville.
She is an RN working part-time on the mother-baby floor at Baptist Health Louisville but says her hours continue to decrease as their family is
growing. They most enjoy spending time together as a family and serving at Cedar Creek Baptist Church where her husband is the children’s
pastor.
Sarah Ruzanka Hartman and Corey are expecting their third child, Vivian Rose, in September. Evie and Lincoln are looking forward to having a
new baby sister! She is a stay-at-home, homeschooling mom. Evie will start Newson Christian Academy, a homeschool, supplemental school,
two days a week. She says, “We have much to be excited about this year!”
Morgan Savage Andrews says, “Changes seem to be a theme in my life...we have had many lately but the most wonderful update is that we finally have a baby girl. Brinley Elizabeth is seven months old and is the most wonderful, patient, adorably chubby girl ever! Her three brothers love
her and are a huge help., Another current change in our lives is that we are in the process of purchasing a building to open up a new pharmacy
in Shelbyville. This is a new adventure and we are about to pull our hair out but are hopeful that it will be worth it!

Morgan and Matthew Andrews’ critters—Sawyer, Maddox, Lincoln & Brinley

Jillian Roth graduated from Spalding University School of Nursing with honors
this spring. She is pictured to the right with her Mema, Mrs. Sher, at the pinning
ceremony.
Jillian Roth pictured with her Mema, Ms. Sher

Courtney Savage Bartlett is married to Robert Bartlett and has two daughters Mia is almost 4 and attends Quala Care Preschool part-time and Daphne is 1
and stays home with Mom. Courtney is a
Night Nanny for newborns and Robert is the “While each year sets me a little farther apart from my time at AIE, I got an opportunity to visit
the school a couple of times this year to watch my cousins (Michael and Stephen Black) play
CFO for River City Bank.
basketball and again in May for Michael’s graduation. These visits brought memories of the
lessons I learned at AIE back to the forefront of my mind, and I continue to be amazed at the
commitment, passion and dedication the faculty and staff embody in their quest to make a
difference in the lives of their students. Over time, I have learned that even the most minute
details can make a huge impact on our journey and destination(s), and I realize that many of
the benefits I am reaping now, and the ability (and responsibility) I have to make a positive
impact in the lives of others are a direct result of the values and lessons that were instilled in
me during my time at AIE –even though I didn’t see them at the time. I am truly unsure of
where I would be in my life right now had I not started my journey on the right foot there,
at The Academy.”
Brandon (BC) Chasteen ‘98
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Paige Battcher just graduated with a dual Masters from the University of Southern California. She lives in Long Beach with her partner and their puppy.
She is pursuing a career in hosting live television.
Amy Cheek Poe and her husband Nick recently celebrated one year of marriage. They also celebrated one year of being in their home in Mayfield, Kentucky. Amy is starting her 5th year of teaching preschool at Farmington Elementary in Graves County. Nick recently accepted a job as Chief Investment
officer at Jennings & Associates, Financial Advisors in Paducah, Kentucky.
Kristen Carr has a five-year-old son, Kristopher Thomas Allen and a fiancé ,
Leon Allen. She is working on her CNA.
Patrick Cline is working at St. Margaret Mary’s in the lunchroom. He’s been
there for two years.
Amber Phillips Hutchins and Coy, her husband of 5 years, had a baby
daughter, Sofia Ann in May of 2012. This year they are running all over the
place chasing her! Amber is a Naturopathic Doctor (alternative medicine)
and a Licensed Massage Therapist. She works for herself at New Leaf
Wellness Center.

AIE gave me a great foundation in faith and taught
me how to interact and
communicate with all kinds of people.”
Erika Yeary ‘08

Afton Ramey Heinsohn and Kevin Heinsohn were married October 8th of 2011. They have a 14-month-old son name Avin and their second son, Blake, is
due August 11th.
Elizabeth Stanton Heavrin and Shawn Heavrin were married February 15th of 2013. They live in Louisville and have 3 dogs.

.

Mandy Weaver Gossom lives in New Castle, Kentucky with her husband Ryan who is an engineer for the state highway department. Since she graduated
with a double degree in Nursing from Georgetown College and the University of Kentucky, she has worked as an RN at UK Hospital in Lexington and is
now working full time at home as a mom and a Senior Sales Director with Mary Kay Cosmetics. Yes, she is following in her mom’s footsteps and driving a
free, company car. She and her husband just celebrated their 5th wedding anniversary and are planning to build a home in Shelby County. They have two
boys: Tucker, 2 and Ryker, 9 months.

Chris Blansett has a daughter, Anna Catherine. She was born April of 2012. He is engaged to Amy
Hancock who is an academic advisor for The Learning House. He currently works for Kindred
Healthcare security and is considering a move to LMPD.

Maxwell Roth is an illustrator specializing in book cover design and branding. His works were featured at the
2013 American Bookseller’s Association’s Winter Institute, BookExpo America in New York City, and the
American Library Association Annual Conference and Exhibition in Chicago. Max was married early this
spring at Folly Island, South Carolina to Christina Huffines from
Johnson City, Tennessee.

Laura McFarland Canterbury and Micah both work for AIE.
He teaches PE and Health and she is the new 7th/8th grade
teacher. They are both nearly finished with their Masters in
Education. Baby Carter is nearly 9 months old and a charming addition to the school!

Micah, Laura and Carter Canterbury

Max and Christina Roth

Vincent Campisano and his teammate were on ESPNU, Outdoor Channel and NBC Sports channels for
their Carhartt Bassmaster's College National Championship. They came in third place and got to go to the
bracket buster for a chance to go to the Pro Bassmaster's Classic. “The guy who knocked me off won the
whole thing. So he got to go.” He graduated from Murray State May 11, 2013 and is working at the new
Cabela's in Louisville

11
continued
Devin Crowdus is doing well. She is a Learning Chef at the Pendennis Club downtown.
Phillip Dellar will be getting his Bachelor's degree in Computer Graphic Design at the end of this year. On April 7th, 2013, his brother and sister-in-law
welcomed a new member into the family-Ethan Dellar! “He is doing well and is my pride and joy! I am now Uncle Phil.”
Julie Ellard Shirley and husband Travis are moving to Bradenton, Florida to take a student ministry position. She will continue in the banking business
until next year when she plans to accept a teaching position in a private school. They are super-excited about this new journey and are looking forward to only being ten minutes away from the Gulf of Mexico ….BEACH TIME!
Jenna Holladay Brady has recently finished her first year of law school and currently has an internship in Frankfort working with the Cabinet of Health
and Family Services. I was selected to be a member of the University of Louisville Law Review and was also voted Secretary of the Women’s Law
Caucus this fall. Cody, her husband, is finishing his MBA at UofL and will graduate in September.
Nicole McCauley will be Nicole White on September 1st. She is a cosmetologist and her fiancé Corey works at Zoo Printing.
AJ McClure graduated in May of 2013 from the University of Kentucky
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.
Zach Meiners is in the post-production process of directing
and producing the feature film, I Am Potential, based on
the life of Patrick Henry Hughes. The film is starring Burgess Jenkins (Remember the Titans), Jama Williamson
(Parks and Recreation), Jimmy Bellinger (Glee, Kickin’ It)
and Judge Reinhold (Santa Clause, Seinfeld).

“ I have a passion for teaching young children and I feel like I
gained a lot of knowledge from our use of Sentence of the Day
and have been able to apply it in my classroom to help my students learn to read and write. I feel like my time at AIE living that
life prepared me to teach a variety of children with various abilities and allows me to have the understanding, knowledge, and
patience needed to work with all types of children.”
Amanda Savage Williams ‘99

Erika Yeary Parker is living in North Carolina and was
promoted to lead Scentsy Consultant. She, Bobby and
son Elijah just moved into a new home but are hoping to
be in Louisville this time next year while Bobby is on recruiting duty.
Spencer Savage just completed his first year of Pharmacy school (1 down, 3 to go). He and Brittany just moved to a new house in Nashville. He’s
working at Sullivan’s Hometown Pharmacy in McMinnville, Tennessee to complete his intern hours for graduation. Brittany was just hired as a fulltime 1st grade teacher at Whitsitt Elementary School in Nashville. She had been an interim teacher there for the past year.

Heather Hall is getting her English Language Learners endorsement in an accelerated graduate school program. She has a job with the Nashville
Public School system and is busy, busy, busy with meetings, getting her classroom ready and apartment hunting!

Brittany Brown is still studiously attending JCC and working.
Natalie Holladay changed her major to Pharmaceutical Sales and plans to transfer to UofL, but she is also pursuing a sideline career as a makeup
artist to help her get through the rest of her Bachelor’s degree. She’s enrolled in the Aesthetics program at PJ’s College. She has been happily dating Daniel for about 20 months.
Shelby Mikesell is going to ATA College to be a Phlebotomist and is working at McDonald’s in Shelbyville, Kentucky.
Ayla Murrell just finished a semester abroad in Galway, Ireland. She made great friends and traveled to Florence and Rome, Italy as well as Paris,
France and Amsterdam, in the Netherlands.

Sara Berge is going to be a junior at EKU. She is majoring in Pre-Vet Biology and is holding down a 4.0 in the Honors program. She still works at
Gaslight Square Animal Hospital but is shadowing at Louisville Metro Animal Hospital.
Aaron Breeding is in the Army and stationed in Georgia. He is also married—his wife’s name is Kelsey.
Denny Deeken is still a Psychology major at EKU. He recently took an amazing trip to Paris, France.
Matt Gadlage is living in Lexington and attending Bluegrass Community and Technical College in Lexington, Kentucky.
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Tyler Glass is about to enter his junior year at Spalding University where he’s still playing soccer. He achieved honor awards this semester and is a
Pre-law major. He is about to enter an internship with Northwestern Mutual.
Taylor Greene is working at UPS, Aerie and is a lab tech at JCTC. She is majoring in Photography, Elementary Ed. and ASL. She is also engaged
to a lad named Andrew.
Carolina Miller is a hostess at Proof on Main and is also working at Snazzy’s, a clothing store.
“Owning our own business, we have to deal with many people
and so often, it seems like people are only kind when it benefits
them. AIE taught me to take care of everyone like they are my
family—not because of what the ‘getting’ does for your wallet, but
because of what the ‘giving’ does for your heart.”
Morgan Savage Andrews ‘01

Evan Allgeier has transferred to UofL and changed his
major to Immunology. He plans to pursue a Ph.D.
Brennan Banks recently was promoted to a new job as a
technical advisor for Apple. He plays a lot of golf and is
attending U of L.

Travis Burton is a 911 dispatcher for Bullitt County 911, a volunteer firefighter for Shepherdsville City Fire, and a volunteer for Highview Fire Department.
Jacob Craft is studying at Empire Beauty School. He should be graduating in December or January.
Katie Dauenhauer is at Carl Perkins Vocational Training Center. She is studying Food Service and will graduate in August. She misses all her
friends & just got her driver’s permit!
Ciara Gleeson is going to school at Carl Perkins Vocational Training Center. She’s studying Food Service.
Sevy Manning is attending ATA college and majoring in Medical Coding/Billing. She plans to graduate in August of 2014.
Allison Meade is working on her Business Major at JCTC. She plans to stay there another year to work on general education courses. She is also
working at Aerie.
Corey Mivelaz is studying Psychology at Indiana University Southeast. He was recently promoted to Assistant Manager at Dollar Tree.
Caleb Stopher is working at Lowes on Brownsboro Road. He has his license to operate a forklift, reach truck, an order picker, and all power equipment. He plans to attend Indiana University Southeast in January.
Nick Tehrani is in college and philosophizing.
Zach Walters is at UofL. He is doing a work-study program throughout the school year at the Anne Braden Institute for Social Justice Research.
He has a job at Family Video which he loves.
Brett Zeitz completed his training at Carl Perkins Vocational Training Center in April. He has a license to operate a forklift.

“I have always valued what the school does for children, but now that my
children attend, I truly understand the blessing of being able to drop them
off to a place where I know they will be loved and get the attention they
need to thrive.”
Brandon Savage ‘98

Bret Zeitz on his way!
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Cody Ramey
1991-2012
We are sad to mourn the loss of a young man who was a friend
to many. Those who knew Cody will remember him for his
sweet disposition, great sense of humor, charm and love of the
outdoors.

From Ms. Gil:
I’m trying to update contact information and keep as many of you in the AIE loop as possible. To help with this,
I’m trying two approaches: Facebook & Alumni volunteers.
If you’re a member of Facebook and want to be kept up to date on
current news, please join the AIE Alumni/CougarTracks group. I’m
using this as a tool to keep you in the know about current events that
are relevant to AIE Alumni. I invited everyone that is on my Alumni
friends list, but I don’t have every AIE alumni on that list. Look up
From page 16
the group or send me a friend request and I’ll get you added.
1.
Erika Yeary Parker– Elijah
The second approach I’m trying is using you guys to help me keep
in touch. Not everyone has a Facebook page, and many of the e-mail
2.
Laura McFarland Canterbury-Carter
addresses I have are no longer current. To help with that, a few folks
3.
Mandy Weaver Gossom-Ryker and Tucker
have volunteered to be Alumni Class Representatives. They have been
trying to update contact information. If you want to be an Alumni
4.
Stephen Roth—Jude
Representative or were not contacted by your representative, please email me.
5.
Stephen Roth—Nolan
6.

Amber Phillips Hutchinson—Sofia

7.

Kristen Carr—Kristopher Thomas

8.

Mandy DeSpain Hall
Ruben-8, Sebastian-6, Eli-4, Oliver-2

9.

Chris Blansett-Anna Catherine

10.

Mandi Gentry - Kash Meredith

11.

Bridget Schaeffer Clark—Isabella

12.

Bridget Schaeffer Clark—Dominic
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Sarah Ruzanka Hartman—Evie & Lincoln

Bonus— Stephen Roth—Boy Roth #3

Also, many of you have told me that you’d like to have another reunion. I’d like to see that happen too, but simply don’t have the time.
You can make that happen! This
year, a couple of attempts were
made, but fell through. I think the
first step will be getting updated
contact information. Keep in conBecome a member of
tact and let me know if you have
AIE Alumni/CougarTracks
suggestions.
Group Friend Ms. Gil and she
will add you!
E-mail me at:
cougartracks@aiexcellence.com
Call me at: (502) 419-9386 or find me on Facebook under
Gillian Langley
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Even though we’re a relatively small school, we certainly have a lot going on.
Not only are we busy with
polishing our academic
skills, performing onstage,
competing in national competitions and supporting our
AIE families, we have an
active athletic program too!
Coached by Mike Smith &
Kevin Smith, our soccer
team kicked off our sports
season last August. They
had another great season,
making it to the state semifinals. Seth Mattingly made
the All State Team and Roman Smith made the All State Tournament
Team. This year, they look forward to building on our successes. Fans
can come out when school starts this August and support them. Their
home games are played at Floyd Forks Park.
Also starting our year off with a bang were the ladies of our volleyball
team. Although going through a rebuilding period, our JV and Varsity volleyball
teams made it to the state tournament
the last two years.
Probably our biggest athletic program
is basketball. This year’s team has
been hanging tough with the other
schools in the KCAA. Coach Glass led
the boys varsity squad in an outstanding
season again this year. It was not always necessarily indicated on the scoreboard, but steady improvement was
made throughout the season and the
upcoming season looks bright as there
are many players returning.
The girls’ basketball teams had a successful transitional year after losing a large group of seasoned players
over the last several years. Experienced seniors, Morgan Lewis, Amanda Yff and Bronte Murrell kept the program at a competitive level, while
a host of younger players, especially at the middle school level, developed for the future of the team. We are excited about that future.
Our baseball team just finished their 4th season and advanced into the
KCAA state tournament. Senior Nick Duncan is hoping to follow in his
brother BJ’s footsteps and play college ball. BJ has been playing with
the University of Pikeville in Pikeville, Kentucky for the last two years.
Our bowling team, led by Kathy Schuler, finished another enjoyable
season again this year. Enjoying the combination of socializing and
competing against one-another, the bowling team had a 10-week season in both the fall and spring.
AIE’s archery team is in its 4th year under Head coach Cindy Steele
with help from Barry Hindman and Cindy Rich. This year the team advanced through the regionals to the states for the first time. Needing to

Left: Senior soccer players—
Brandon Bishop, Josh Hindman,
Tyler Boerste, KJ Lauck, Bronte
Murrell, Victor Smith, Grant Combs,
Dakota Smith, Joe Mattingly and
Trent Morabito.
Above: A scene from basketball’s
Senior Night.

shoot a score of 3,050 at the
states to move on to the national tournament the kids came thru with a
final score of 3,066. The high school trip was at the same time as the
national tournament so we were unable to participate. The seniors
helped carry the team this year with high scores and extra leadership for
the younger kids. Shelby Rich placed 3rd
in the regional tournament to advance as
Grant Combs and KJ
a individual to the states, with a score of
Lauck at the Sports
269. Morgan McCauley and Josh HindBanquet
man also shot high scores of 242 and
259 to help the team earn a national
qualifier score.
Fan participation was strong this year,
too. As always, Senior Nights pulled a
strong crowd of current families and
alumni. These nights are important to
keeping our school strong—supporting
our athletes and giving us opportunities
to catch up with one another.
Check out our website to find game
schedules for your favorite Cougar team!

Fans— Dean Mikesell
and Jared Dye show
their support

“I look back and appreciate the individualized class setting
and getting one-on-one attention with the teachers.”
Denny Deeken ‘11
Currently attending Eastern Kentucky University on
The Founder’s Scholarship

Joe Schweickhardt (continued from front)
Asperger’s, but that was not even a term at use at the time,” recalled Linda who, along with husband Jack, was an experienced
teacher in the public school system.
Although the reasons for Joe’s struggles were not clear when he
was with us, our techniques still served him well. Rote memorization, a key component in the AIE method of education, was very
successful for him. Explaining, Linda said, “the brain injury was
frontal so it acted like a wall he had to climb over.” His teachers
recall his ability to understand something one day, then seemingly
lose it another, only to have it resurface in a most unexpected time
later on. Linda told me, “Today all the skills his teachers looked
for in Joe continue to seep out. He reads, writes, handles money
and still recalls many of the lessons so many thought he just did
not get. He got it and filed it for later use. That is what his brain
was doing for him - creating files and storing just like the computer
he loves to use.”
Despite his difficulties, Joe speaks of his time at AIE fondly, “I
like talking about AIE… Mr. Savage has been good to me and he
has been a part of my family.” When prodded, he continues, “Ms.
Julie taught me to be respectful of people. Mr. Darryl really taught
me a lot about history. I really liked his class. Your class was fun.
I got to learn how to do stories. Mr. Kerry taught me a lot about
basketball.” Joe also made a lot of good friends here, “Brandon,
KC Caufield and Josh Blandford, we played a lot of streetball. That
was fun.” His favorite memory is, “the basketball tournament in
Lexington. Others went back to the hotel, but me and Bryan
Ankeny and KC went out to eat together.”
When the time came to leave AIE, it was very difficult for him.
Being 19, he needed to venture out and explore other educational
opportunities. For Joe, says Linda, “School was not pre-college it
was pre-life.” Like many students, he would need to continue on
to further his education. For Joe, the transition was rough, “he felt
alone, lost and never welcomed the next day. The solution: we
called on a former AIE classmate, Adam Knutson.” Adam was
“Joe’s friend and got him to see the light of day, care about living
and begin to attend a program for brain injury.”
“Adam worked with Joe for about three years as we added more
and more to his page and his day. His life as we know it today
was born. The educational foundation he had received and
memory he had been blessed with started to kick in and his time
began. The key to his success was being with people who cared
and having a strong educational foundation.”
When the topic turns to his family, Joe tears up, “I had to struggle through my disability – I didn’t know what it was. They [Mom
and Dad] have been there for me through the thick and the thin –
all the time. My brother and [sister-in-law] Emily have been there
for me.”
His family continues to be very important to him. Last year, his
brother Sean (AIE ’04) and wife Emily had a little boy, Jed.
Speaking of him, Joe’s face lights up, “He’s my boy. He’s my first

15
love. He’s cute as a button. He calls me Uncle Joe.” He eagerly tells
me that another niece or nephew is in the works, due in December.
“Joe is finding his way today,” said Linda. “He is an example that life
begins every day. You can find him at Bob Hook Chevrolet (if you
stop by) for an oil change or to get your car detailed.” It’s one of the
things he’s most proud of. After completing training through Drivetek
in 2008, he went to work and has been there for six years. He loves
it, “I’ve made a lot of friends there. They are like family over there.”
He also works at Serendipity, his mother’s nifty, rustic store in J-town.
“I’m a maintenance guy there. I fix things and clean.” Mom added,
“He also enriches the lives of others.” She encouraged me to speak
with, “the guys he works with at Bob Hook and the teacher who redesigned her transmission program for him, the clients he has as he dog
sits, the people who think they are helping him, until they discover he
is helping them.”
When Joe’s not busy with family and work, he stays in shape
through Special Olympics. He plays basketball for the Bears, softball
with the Cubs and races backstroke, 25-meter freestyle and relay for
the Stingrays. He also loves his bike. He designed a bike with Jason
and Jeremy Kidwell from Derby City Customs and they built it. “It was
a surprise,” he beams, smiling and looking down. Apparently, “the
motorcycle world here in Louisville fell in love with Joe,” explains Linda. “They created some of his bike designs and he shows them every
year at the Carl Kasper car show – those same pictures he drew over
and over in class that drove his teachers crazy!”
As Joe and I were wrapping things up at the restaurant, I asked him
if there were any unpleasant things that happened that he wanted to
share. Unfortunately, there were. His time at AIE was trying for him
too. He explained, “New kids needed to get used to me and at first
they would pick on me. They just knew I had a disability. Mr. Savage
and Ms. Julie would pull me aside and talk to me. Sometimes I had a
hard time listening, now I don’t.”
He added, “I hope the new students that come in learn a lot of stuff
about being nice to people. If you have a problem, you need to go to
one of the teachers and talk to them. They’ll bring them together and
talk to them. You hear about stuff like Columbine…don’t do things
like that. Tell somebody” - a sobering reminder to us all to be compassionate to those around us who, though they didn't ask for it, struggle
with differences.
Recalling Joe’s struggles, Mr. Savage remarked, “Others make
mistakes in their youth as they treat others unkindly while trying to
find their own identity - and not because they are mean or don't care.
[Joe’s] story should help us as teachers to continue to serve both of
these groups with love and respect.”
Linda, a mother who has struggled with, and for, her child looks at the
experience and aptly said, “All who live will be hurt. We just have to
cherish the soul of others.”

“My time at AIE has taught me the importance of family
and relationships—to care and to be watchful for the people that may need me or my help, to always put others
before myself, and to pull others up, rather than bring them
down.”
Tyler Glass ‘11
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2.
3.

Guess who these adorable little critters
belong to! Answers on page 13.

4.

6.
7.

5.

11.
12.
8.

9.
13.
Bonus! Can you guess this one?

10.
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Help us keep our AIE family together. It happens too often that, due to
the economy, sickness, divorce or other unforeseeable situations, a
member of our AIE family finds itself unable to return to our school. For
this reason, the Scholarship Foundation was created. Last year, some
of our Alumni found themselves able to help out. If you can, please do.
The annual Scholarship Auction is November 3rd. You can also donate
online through Paypal by visiting
www.aiexcellence.com/main
Afraid you can’t make a difference? Click on 10-10 Challenge to see
Mr. Savage’s Challenge to you!

The Academy For Individual Excellence
3101 Bluebird Lane
Louisville, KY 40299

