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Ayla Murrell—
A Graduate Returns
Gillian Langley (aka Ayla’s Mom)

Ayla Murrell started AIE at a very
young age. In fact, when Ayla began
attending the school, neither the faculty nor the staff knew she was on the
premises. As her mother, I was equally
surprised to hear about the littlest
stowaway. I had been working alongside Mr. Savage as a recent hire and
fledgling educator when her father and
I got the news. When she finally made
her appearance a few months later, she
was welcomed into her school family
and she remained there until she graduated 18 years later.
“Thankfully,” Ayla jokes, “I was not
literally born at the school, although I
suspect that was not entirely outside of
the realm of possibility.” Still, like other
lucky children born to an AIE teacher,
Ayla was surrounded by a very large

extended family: the Roths, Cheeks, Savages, DeSpains, Mikesells, Mynatts and Dyes (among many others) all had a role in her upbringing.
Nearly always energetic and cheerful, she grew up at AIE, first buzzing
under tables at break-neck speeds in her walker and chattering in a cadence so rapid that it almost disguised her expanding vocabulary. Aside
from one short spree of biting her preschool classmates, she was a wellbehaved child and, since I’m her mom, well, I’ve got tons of examples of
how amazing she his. However, since I’m her mom, it seems a little inappropriate for me to brag on her. You’d have every reason to question by
objectivity; so, I decided to ask a few other folks what they think about
the eldest Murrell girl.
Ms. Pam Brown, Ayla’s 1st & 2nd grade teacher recalls, “I absolutely
loved teaching Ayla. She was eager to learn and had such a good work
ethic. She attacked any task that was given her.” Ms. Pam Cheek echoes
this, she was, “That student that everyone would want in their class. She
always worked hard, helped others and did what was asked.” When asked
to recall her earliest memories of AIE, Ayla admits that it’s a bit hard to
pin down, but recalls a vivid one, “I have strong memories of being in Ms.
Connie’s class as a kindergartener. Despite having attended preschool at
Quala Care, moving up the stairs to a ‘real’ classroom was still a moment
of excitement and anticipation. I recall hesitantly walking in, and quickly
being relieved. I knew how to color; I could probably handle this school
thing. Despite my initial enthusiasm and confidence, I also remember a
few weeks later, Ms. Connie pushing me to color a little more carefully
and showing me some specific techniques. I always felt taken care of and
so I could be encouraged to color better without quitting or pushing back.
While, arguably, coloring is not an essential life skill. I found as grades pro1

skill: “Creativity, I think, is often an underappreciated
skill but one that has served me well. As a child, I absolutely loved spending time in the sponge room. I would
eagerly wait on the rug until it was my time to talk to a
teacher and plan my daily activities. Usually, I would
head straight for the shelves of encyclopedias and flip
open to a random page. Once I found something that
really sparked my interest, I would start planning a corresponding project, using the available computers to do
additional research. I made some pretty awesome projects; I also developed some monstrosities. However, I
learned from it all, and it helped put me at ease trying
new things and exploring new ideas.”
In 2014, Ayla graduated summa cum laude with a
Bachelors of Arts in English and a minor in History.
Though she had been planning on attending law school,
like her father and three of her grandparents, she began to have doubts She knew one thing, for sure,
though. She didn’t want to be a teacher. “For most, or
really all, of my education I was adamant that I would
not be a teacher. I think once as a kindergartener
(under duress) I probably said I would do it. Otherwise,
the phrase ‘absolutely not’ sprang to mind whenever
someone harmlessly asked. That endured through college even as I obtained a degree in English.”
After college, Ayla was uncertain what came next, so
she signed up for AmeriCorps and was brought on at
Jefferson Community and Technical College research,
develop, and coordinate a mentoring program. During
this time, working with young college students who inturn mentored high school students, she realized that
her future lay, quite naturally, in education. “I found
myself quickly becoming passionate about students and
their needs despite having been oblivious to all of those
needs only months before. However, I also found myself missing the opportunity to engage with literature. I
was a bit bewildered to discover that teaching would
actually be a good fit for me. I was hesitant at first to
share my epiphany after a lifetime of spouting ‘never,’
but I found most people weren’t particularly aghast.”
After fulfilling a two-year stint with AmeriCorps, she
moved to Washington, DC where she was accepted into
the Master of Education program at George Washington University. Through GW, she performed her student teaching in the DC public school system. “I was
really impressed by the educators I had the opportunity
to work with as well as the students I was given the opportunity to work for. While there were certainly regional differences in terms of students’ experiences and
interests, I found that the idea that kids are kids everywhere certainly seemed to ring true. I learned a lot during my time there including how to master the greatest
teaching challenge of all time: the copy machine.

gressed and increasingly more complex tasks were introduced, I was always pushed in the ways I needed
without being overwhelmed with developmentally inappropriate asks.”
However, when she progressed to reading, she did
so almost obsessively, “there was a time I was certain
that I preferred books to people. However, one of my
teachers insisted that I not read during recess or after
school care which seemed bizarre to me at the time.
Why would a teacher stop me from reading? However,
she knew that if not pushed to socialize, I would completely retreat into books. That was a unique need I
had: not a typical learning need, but a human one.”
As a product of a school that sought to develop wellrounded, grounded children she was pushed to develop a strong work ethic by her teachers and, well, me
and her father.
“If you talk to staff at AIE for more than a few
minutes,” Ayla acknowledges, “it’s likely the phrase
‘work ethic’ will be dropped numerous times and in
earnest. This is not unwarranted. AIE has never sold
itself as a college-prep school. However, as an AIE graduate, I have felt more than equipped to succeed academically and in the workforce. Even though most academic pursuits came easily to me, AIE did not relent. I
was encouraged to participate in National History Day,
sports, and drama. Working hard and often was my
expectation.” Teresa Savage recalls her involvement in
school, “She was not only an excellent student, but she
was involved in so many extracurricular activities.”
After graduation, Ayla like many graduates before
her, went off to college. She attended Eastern Kentucky
University and was accepted into the Honors Program.
When asked if there were AIE techniques that proved
useful in college, she enthusiastically replies, “Basic
sheets! When faced with the memorization demanded
of me by French courses in college, I quickly created
my own basic sheets to help firmly implant that
knowledge in my brain, and it worked! As a student, I
am not sure that I appreciated them.”
She also notes how the time she was given in sponge
and contracting helped her develop a very important
2

While in DC, she also became engaged. Together, she
and fiancé Alex Williams plotted a course that led them
back to Louisville, Kentucky. This past school year, she
returned to her alma mater as a teacher. She admits,
though, “I was apprehensive coming back to AIE. I enjoyed my time at the school and had actually already
been back as an assistant basketball coach a few years
prior. Despite this, it was definitely weird at first to be on
the other side especially since so many of my former
teachers still work at the school. However, I found the
school to be as warm and accepting as ever. I think it
definitely weirded out some of the faculty and staff, but
they quickly brought me on board and my transition felt
fairly smooth. It’s certainly been a gift to be able to develop as a teacher in a space I am already so comfortable
in.”
Pam Brown, who now works in the office, acknowledges that for Ms. Ayla, “Coming in last year as a teacher
could have been a nerve-wracking experience for
her. The switch from student to peer can be a tough
transition. She handled it all with a grace and confidence
that was beautiful to see. She was open enough to be
both teachable and approachable by teachers and students. At the same time, she seemed self-assured
enough to give us all confidence in her abilities. I love
having her here and I am excited for all the students that
will be impacted by her and her talents.”
“Her transition from student to teacher has appeared
seamless. Her patience and determination are assets
that are serving AIE well,” notes Mr. Savage. Mr. Brad
Schilling agrees, “Miss Ayla has been an amazing addition to the school. She brings her 18 years of being a student at AIE along with her new and innovative ideas. She
brings such a positive attitude and energy to anything
she does. She merges the ideas of the school and technology to help them use some of the tools they may use
in the future.”
Her influence has been felt through extracurriculars as
well. She has volunteered to work with both the drama
club and the high school girls’ basketball team. Mr. Schilling, who stepped into the role previously filled by Ayla’s
dad, Coach Dennis Murrell, says he feels “lucky to work
with her in coaching the girls basketball team. It being
my first year doing it, I can't imagine what it would have
been like without her there. Anything I would say saying
how helpful it was to have her coaching with me would
be an understatement.” He grudgingly admits, “She's
also really nice.“
As a colleague, Mr. Mike Robertson praises her incredibly strong work ethic! “She is the first to volunteer to
help but knows when to say, "no." Also, I think that aside
from family influences, her demonstration of work ethic,
engagement, accountability, and compassion is very ap-

parent from her time as a student at AIE.” Mike also
notes, “The students seem to really love her as well. Her
humor, incredible knowledge base, ability to challenge
and hold her students accountable has definitely earned
the respect of her students.”
Pam Brown reflects, “I have loved watching her grow
over the years. She has always brought excellence to
what she is doing. However, I think my favorite thing has
been watching her find her voice and her sense of style
or flavor. When she was younger, she was quiet and
wanted to do things exactly the way that they were supposed to be done, and as she matured, it seemed that
she became more confident in who she is and what she
brings to the table.”
Mr. Savage agrees, “Having Ayla return to AIE has been
truly special. To watch her skill set as she presents the
material to her students as well as watching her coach
them in handling daily challenges has been inspiring. I
have been impressed on several occasions, as I, with AIE
pride, observed the confidence she exhibited as she
stepped into situations in the classroom, parent
meetings, faculty meetings and while on the bench
coaching basketball. The seasoned manner with which
she approaches each day reflects her dedication to being
her best. Ayla definitely presents the tenants that AIE
attempts to place within each of its graduates. Her
strong work ethic, a willingness to engage in life each
day, exercising accountability for her actions and a spirit
of compassion has made her an asset to our AIE family. ”
So, you see, I might be right! Ayla is pretty amazing.
It’s not just my biased opinion.
Recalling her clandestine beginnings, over 25 years ago,
Mr. Savage jokes, “How was I to know that the first day I
met her mother and offered her a job that I was getting
two for one,” he jokes, then more seriously, “Welcome
back, Ayla. I’m glad you made your way home.”
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Senior Play!

Cinderella

Mike Robertson

Right: Addison Combs , as Cinderella,
dreams as “A Lovely Night” awaits her.
Below: Becca Woosley, Paige Holehan
and Hannah Lauck , as the Step Family,
ready themselves for the ball.

This year’s senior production was the timeless classic, Cinderella. For this enchanting musical, our senior class devoted countless hours in rehearsals after school and on weekends. Several Saturdays were spent with many cast members honing their songs with the assistance of Keven Combs, the father of Addison Combs (Cinderella). Addison did
an amazing job giving us a sad but hopeful princess. Our step family, played by Hannah Lauck, Becca Woosley, and
Paige Holehan, did an excellent job giving audiences delightful music and incredible laughs. Raeshawn Hicks devoted
himself to making his role as the prince a memorable one. Kurt Flood led up a dedicated construction crew.
All of our seniors involved on and off stage should be proud of their hard work and dedication in creating a success
to remember for years to come!

Tatum Watson & Dylan Moore led up our tech crew which included Megan Broderick, Dylan Wright, Alec Anderson & Colton Harpole.

Jillian Gregory, as the King’s Steward, led the cast in their rollicking
performance of “The Prince is Giving a Ball!”
The fairytale set, which was created
almost entirely on Saturdays and
hours after school, was beautiful
and versatile. Scene changes and
special effects were smooth and
created “awes” from the audience.
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Above: Casey Weber, Joanne
Adamczyk, Alia Jansen & Abby Puckett. Below: Hannah Lauck, Brianna
Grattan, Tiffany Lee. Below Left:
Payton Sprau & Addison Combs.
Bottom: Cinderella and Prince
Charming (Rae Shawn Hicks), cast &
crew.

Above: Megan Clements & Kurt Flood, who
spent many hours creating the set, also show
their acting chops in the opening scene.
Rachel Burks & Katy King, who painted much
of the set’s many stone walls also worked backstage, as did
David Stone who gives the show a thumb’s up!
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Oh, The Places They’ll Go…
Like any family, our AIE family is made
up of individuals with different interests, abilities and goals. As each member branches out from the safety and
security of the family, they set out on
an individual journey of discovery and continued development.
They must choose the paths they will take on this journey. No
one person or path is better than the other, but not everyone
will be taking the same journey. All of the members of our family will affect the world and we look forward to hearing back
from them and hearing not just how the world is treating them,
but how they are treating the world. As of graduation day,
these were their travel plans…

Kaycelin Shaver will be pursuing a Nursing degree at
Morehead University where she was awarded a fulltuition scholarship. While at AIE, she competed and
placed in both regional and state NHD competitions.
She played basketball and received All-Tournament
awards each of the four years she played. She also volunteered for the Special Olympics Basketball Tournament with many of her teammates. During her senior
year, she participated in the school-to-work program at
UPS and was awarded the Employee-of-the-Month
award. She also competed an online course through
JCTC.
Nicole Dolleris plans to be a Certified Nursing Assistant
and will start down that path at JCTC. Ultimately she
wants to be an RN. She was on the volleyball team and
was also proud to have come out of her comfort zone
to take a acting role in the senior play.

Austin Sosnowski enjoyed archery, acting and bowling at
AIE. He is undecided, but is interested in working in
childcare services.
Jacob Reid will be attending the University of Louisville,
but he hopes to transfer to a smaller school where he
can play basketball. While at AIE, he played basketball
and was on the KCAA All Star Team. During his senior
year, he ran cross country. He also played AAU ball.

Casey Weber will be attending Indiana University Southeast to
pursue a degree in Chemistry with plans to go to medical school.
While at AIE, she participated in the Dramatic Paws and volleyball.
She competed in National History Day twice and placed second in
the state competition. Additionally, she received the Unsung Hero
award from the Optimist’s Club. She was a member of The American Heritage Girls, Venturing Crew and volunteered at Baptist
Health.
Ellison Reynolds is going to attend De Paul University and double
major in Accounting and Marketing. He also received a scholarship
to Franklin Pierce University. Outside of AIE, he fences competitively and runs his own sneaker business online.
Dylan Wright is ready to join the workforce after graduation. During the senior play, he was part of the light crew. He enjoyed the
high school trip and the opportunity to see new places.
Brett Roberts enjoyed participating in the senior play and appreciated
the encouragement he received at AIE. While at AIE, he played basketball, soccer and was a member of the bowling team.
Alec Anderson will be attending Knight’s School of Welding. While
at AIE he was a member of the Dramatic Paws.
Dylan Moore plans to be an electrician and will begin technical
school to pursue that career. He used his skills to run the sound
system at AIE and to build competition stereos.
Brianna Grattan will be attending Bellarmine University where she
was awarded an academic scholarship. While at AIE, she enjoyed
volleyball, the Dramatic Paws and participating in the senior play.

AIE has inspired me in so many ways.
When I started in the 8th grade, I didn’t think I’d like it, but I was given so many helpful opportunities. It was such a great experience.
-Nicole Dolleris
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Becca Woosley will be attending Hanover College from
whom she received a scholarship, and will be majoring in
Education. She also received the Youth Optimist’s Club
award. While at AIE, she played volleyball, basketball, softball and was a member of the Dramatic Paws. She received
the All-tournament Award in volleyball and basketball.

Jennifer Jennings will be attending Eastern Kentucky University to study Art and American Sign Language. She received
an academic scholarship from EKU. She was very active at
AIE, playing volleyball, softball, archery, and acting with the
Dramatic Paws. Outside of school she was an Academic
Archer and an American Heritage Girl. She earned her Stars
and Stripes award (equivalent to Eagle Scout).

Dylan Wright enjoyed being involved in the senior play and
especially liked the opportunity to see new places during the
high school trip. He is planning to find gainful employment!

Jonah Pace, who only joined our AIE family his junior year,
jumped right into things. He was a member of the Dramatic
Paws and played the King in Cinderella. He appreciates the
love and support the school gave him. He plans to continue
his education at JCTC.

Alia Jansen is planning to begin her college career online and
study with the goal of earning her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing. She was a member of the Dramatic Paws, the volleyball, softball, and bowling teams.

Ellie Fizer enjoyed her time at AIE and her time on stage—
especially the costumes. She was a member of The Dramatic Paws, and the basketball, softball, and volleyball
teams. She is working at The Main Event and attending
JCTC this fall.

Kirstyn Whittington will be attending Bellarmine University on
academic scholarships. She will be working towards her ultimate goal to attain a master’s degree in Psychology.

This school has taught me the importance of hard work ethic, integrity, accountability and
being compassionate towards others—even when it’s difficult.
-Jennifer Jennings
Kevin Michels will be attending Eastern Kentucky University
to study Education with the goal of teaching English. At AIE,
he enjoyed bowling, archery and participation in the Dramatic Paws.

Joanne Adamczyk will be attending JCTC to pursue a certification in Welding Technology. She was a devoted member of
the Dramatic Paws. She also competed in National History
Day and was a member of the volleyball and basketball
teams. Outside of school, she volunteered at her church.

Isaac Hillis is excited to begin working in a machine shop. At
AIE, he played basketball and was on the KCAA All-star
team.

Colton Harpole is interested in either joining the Marine Corp
or going to a trade school to learn the art of welding. He enjoyed playing soccer and being a part of the archery team and
the Dramatic Paws.

Rae Shawn Hicks is taking a gap year during which time he
will be mentoring pre-school children. Next year he is eager to start culinary school at Sullivan. He was on the basketball team and enjoyed playing the prince in the senior
production.

Amelia Jackson is interested in Wildlife Biology and Conservation. She’s going to start working towards that at JCTC with
the goal of transferring to the University of Louisville. At AIE,
she was a member of the archery team, the equestrian club,
the soccer team and the Dramatic Paws.

William Klompus is planning to attend Arizona State University. He has many interests, but is considering Law. He was
a member of the Dramatic Paws.

Kyle Eddy is planning to attend college, but is undecided
about his major. He appreciated the students and teachers
at AIE, and the respect he received.

James David Stone has been a life-long scout and recently
passed his Eagle Scout board. He’s a member of Troop 190.
He is working to join the United States Marine Corp.
Megan Broderick was undecided about her plans, but will continue her education. She was quite helpful to Ms.
Gil & the Tech Crew during the senior play.

Rachel Burks is planning to work at UPS and attend school. At
AIE, she enjoyed creating the set for the senior play. She
fondly remembers the elementary spring programs. Outside
of school she continues to enjoy Special Olympics.

Dillon Back is working at Kentucky Kingdom and planning to
start training to be a plumber. At AIE, he played basketball
and was a member of the archery and bowling teams. He

Some don’t believe that this school could
be like it is, but it is.

Joe Caravona is interested in earning certification in Industrial Maintenance Technology. While at AIE, he
played basketball and soccer.

-Jonah Pace
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Payton Sprau will be attending Purdue Polytechnic Institute for
Animation and Game Design. She hopes to have an internship
at Disney. She was awarded the Louisville Visual Arts Association Portfolio Award. At AIE, she was on the volleyball, soccer,
bowling, basketball and softball teams. She was also a member
of The Dramatic Paws, participating in the WAIE Radio Show
and Charlotte’s Web.

Paige Holehan will be attending Bellarmine University
where she plans to work towards becoming a high school
English Teacher. She received an academic scholarship
from Bellarmine. At AIE she competed at the state level of
NHD and participated in the Dramatic Paws.
Katy King is looking forward to sharing her energy and compassion by working in a nursing home, caring for others.
She enjoyed working on the set for the senior play and was
very proud of the product.

Nolan Graham is planning to attend JCTC to attain the skills he
needs to acquire a job as a metal worker. He also has a love
for marine biology. During his time at AIE, he enjoyed archery
and working with his classmates in Cinderella.

Kurt Flood was a member of the basketball and baseball
teams. He also was responsible for most of the major construction of the set for Cinderella, an activity which he truly
enjoyed. He’s planning to go into the work force, but also
hopes to attend college.

Alexis Horton is looking forward to becoming a nurse. She intends to work at UPS to help her attend school and start that
journey. She played volleyball and enjoyed the senior play, “It
was fun. It helped me come out of my shell a little bit.”

Nathaniel Redmon will be attending Pike’s Peak Community College in Colorado. He will be majoring in Business.

I came to AIE in the 6th grade. Everyone was so nice. I made friends almost immediately. It
was a nice change. The teachers were always very supportive.
-Alexis Horton
Hannah Lauck will be studying and playing volleyball on sports
and theatre scholarships at Asbury University. At AIE, she was a
member of the volleyball team and earned the All-tournament
award. She was also on the basketball team and made the AllStar team. Outside of school, she played club volleyball at MAVA. She was also a member of the Dramatic Paws both on
stage and off—acting, singing, and designing many aspects of
our theatre sets.

Elijah Marthet plans to attend the University of Louisville
and work at UPS. He has interests in Astronomy and Chemistry. He worked backstage for the Dramatic Paws.
Addison Combs will be attending Bellarmine University
to major in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology. She plans
to continue to medical school where she will study Forensic Pathology. While at AIE played basketball, soccer,
softball and volleyball. She was also a member of the
Dramatic Paws for 4 years. Outside of AIE, she played
club soccer, and played bass for Okolona Christian
Church Worship Team.

Bryson Vanderhaar will be working for the family construction
business and pondering the prospect of continuing his education. He played basketball and was an extremely valuable member of the technical team for the senior play.

Megan Clements is looking forward to a career training and
grooming animals. She was on the archery team for 6 years.
She also played softball for two years. Additionally, she was a
dedicated member of the Dramatic Paws during which time she
was Stage Manager and Prop Mistress. She also took the stage
from time-to-time when needed and showed a particular flare
for the dramatic!

Nicolas Hughes has enlisted in the United States Marine Corps
as an active duty infantryman. While in service, he plans to
earn a degree in Criminal Justice with the goal of becoming an
officer for the Kentucky State Police.

Before AIE, I had a difficult time making friends. Now, I have made a lot of good friends and
I have opened up and have courage.
-Tiffany Lee
Luis Martinez plans to attend JCTC as his first step towards a degree in Sports Management. He was a member of the basketball and baseball teams.

Jillian Gregory received a scholarship to attend Kentucky
State University where she will be majoring in Biology and
minoring in Chemistry, with the goal of studying Veterinary medicine. While at AIE, she played soccer, basketball
and was a member of the Dramatic Paws. She also volunteered for the Shamrock Animal Shelter, worked at the
family horse farm, and competed in equestrian events.

Tiffany Lee will be studying Graphic Design at Sullivan
College of Technology and Design through a partial scholarship. At AIE she was on the archery team and was a
dedicated and talented member of the Dramatic Paws.
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Justin Hale: Realizing His Personal Best
If you’ve been a part of the AIE family for even a short while, you’ve probably met
Justin Hale. A student here since kindergarten, he exemplifies , in particular, two
tenets of our school: compassion and work ethic. Although I’ve never had Justin in a
class, he has always greeted me with a smile, made me feel that I matter: introducing himself in the hall, complimenting me on directing the many plays he’s had the
opportunity to watch, asking me how my day was. I was always impressed by his
openness and touched by his kind words. Little did I know he was also a star athlete!
This summer, Justin Hale represented Kentucky at the 2018 Special Olympics USA
Games. Justin, who will be a sophomore this year, was one of only five male swimmers from Kentucky, and the youngest, to compete. He was chosen in July of last
year and spent the year preparing for the competition while continuing to swim for
the Louisville Stingrays team, and the Oldham County YMCA team. In addition, he
took private lessons and, prior to the USA Games, Justin was also practicing at Northern Kentucky University three times a week with his Team Kentucky coach and fellow
teammates.
His mother Jennifer is, of course, quite proud of him, “ It was so rewarding to watch
Justin compete at the national level and show such dedication in his preparation and
Justin Hale, Special Olympic Athlete
training.” However, this dedication wasn’t fueled by a need to beat his competition.
“When he talked about the games, “Mr. Savage recalls, “he didn’t talk about winning silver or gold or bronze, he talked about
beating his personal best.”
The USA Games were held in Seattle, Washington July 1-6, 2018.There were 4,000 athletes from all 50 states and Washington
D.C competing in 16 traditional and unified sports. “When I got there,” Justin recalls, “I was ready to compete. I was not that
scared. I knew if I went out there and swam my very best, things would go well for me.”
The training paid off. Justin competed in three individual swimming events and one team relay during the week. He received a
gold medal in the 100 freestyle, silver medal in the 50 backstroke, a bronze medal in the 4x50 team relay and 7th place in the 50
freestyle. He was the only Kentucky swimmer to receive a gold medal. More importantly, He set personal-best times in all events.
When prompted to talk about Justin’s success, his mother reflected on her pride in seeing him “help and support his fellow
teammates and exhibit great sportsmanship when competing against others.” Perhaps, that’s where he gets it. Apparently, she
wasn’t alone in this, “His genuineness was also observed by others as a picture of Justin shaking the hand of a competitor was published in the Seattle Times newspaper.”
Despite winning the gold, Justin hasn’t become vainglorious. He’s proud, I suspect,
but not boastful. That wouldn’t be his style. “Anyone who knows Justin, knows he’s
never said an unkind word about anyone.,” says Mr. Savage. Bragging and boasting
aren’t his style. “He talked about beating his own time—which he did.”
Justin asked to acknowledge some of the many people who supported him:
“ I would like to thank my head coach for the Games Debbie Ogden and my
assistant coach Phillip Norris. They were great coaches and I will forever be
grateful for them. I also want to thank my Louisville swim team, the Stingrays, my coaches who nominated and supported me and the SOKY staff. I
appreciate them for giving me this opportunity of a lifetime. Also, important, .
I want to thank my school, Mr. Savage, my teachers and classmates who
were so supportive. I can’t wait to share the wonderful memories I had from
Seattle. “
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Alumni Updates
Brandon Savage (‘98), Amanda Williams (‘99), and Morgan Andrews (‘01) made AIE history
this year by combining Savage forces to coach their kiddos in
middle school basketball.
Mariel Shumate Prince (‘10) is working at Aerospace Solutions group designing parts for helicopters and airplanes. She and Josh were married last
October. They are about to close on their first house.
Ayla Murrell (‘10) and Alex Williams will be married this September. Alex is from Great Falls, Virginia. They met while working with AmeriCorps. Her parents are super excited! They kinda’ like
the guy.
Natalie Holladay Knisley currently has been focused on finishing up her last
year at Indiana Wesleyan University, as well as staying updated with the latest Aesthetics trends. After graduation, she hopes to get a sales/marketing position for the Macy's Corporate office in Cincinnati. During her
summer break, she and her husband enjoyed traveling to New York City where they explored the upper and
lower sides of Manhattan. They hope to return within a couple of years and experience New York during
Christmas time. In the meantime, they will enjoy traveling to Chicago every December. On top of being an
Aesthetician and Student, Natalie has learned the art of photography and has been busy capturing everyone’s specials moments.
Rebeccah & Austin Price are parents! Hudson Price was born February 24,
2018. As you can see, he’s adorable!

KJ Lauck (’13) moved to Nashville in July 2017. He was married to Alana Pettit on Sept. 2, 2017. He also started a new job at a healthcare
staffing company called Specialty Care.
Josh Hindman(’13) graduated from the
University of Louisville on May 12,2018
with a Bachelors of Science in Criminal
Justice.

Kimberly Glover and Dean Mikesell are getting hitched next year.
Kim has been working full time at ResCare (Bright Springs) for a
year and a half, as a payroll processor & co-coaching J-town High
volleyball. Dean is in his fifth year at Air-Hydro Power where he is
an assistant manager.

AIE is a wonderful school. Both of my kids graduated from AIE and both have graduated
from college. Both are successful. I am so thankful for the faculty and staff who cared about
my kids’ education. They learned how to stand independently and how to study and be successful in college. John and Teresa, THANK YOU for your time that you invest in our kids. I
am so thankful we found AIE.
- Michelle R. Simms10

Grant Combs (‘13) graduated from LMPD Police Academy on December 29th of 2017. Since graduation, he has received a nomination for a Lifesaving Award and a letter of commendation for his assistance during a bomb threat at a
local elementary school. Grant serves the third district.

My daughter graduated from AIE in 2016. She entered the school in preschool. She was well
prepared not just for college, but for life. The opportunities she was given far surpassed our
expectations. She is a successful college student, with a Bio-Med major. She learned great
study skills, how to get along with others, (a very important skill), and how to navigate life.
She developed lifelong friendships. AIE provides a quality education for every student who
attends. But the student also has to show initiative. And parents need to be involved.

- Mary Ann Keefe Ridge (mother of AIE graduate, Rebecca Ridge ‘16)
Jared Dye (‘13) was married to Bri Graves on the he back porch of the
General Store at Fiddler's Grove in Lebanon Tennessee on Saturday,
May 26. They are living in Lebanon.
Mr. Savage conducted the service. Fellow alumni Stephen Black, KJ
Lauck, Noah Lauck, and Nick Duncan, as well as Shannon Dye were
members of the wedding party. Several teachers and staff made the
trek to Lebanon to share the day with them. It's family.
Samantha Mullins (‘15) is starting Brandeis School of Law this fall and
specializing in Sports and Entertainment Law. Although she’s technically
a senior, she was accepted into the program early and after graduating
with her Bachelors this spring, she will have only two years of law school
left. She is also engaged and plans to be married in 2020.
Matthew Houlette (‘15)and his family are going through extremely trying times. His father was diagnosed with FrontoTemporal Dementia and has moved to a long-term-care facility. Matthew asks, “Thoughts and prayers be with my
family.”

AIE was the best thing academically that ever happened to me. I was finally put in a school
that allowed me to succeed instead of letting me fall behind.
-Lindsey Bresnahan (’10)
All Fifteen Cousins
Grandchildren of John and Teresa Savage
Back Row:
Kenzlee, Daphne, Braden, Mia, Maddox, Sawyer
Middle Row:
Lyla Kate, Callen, Jackson, Brinley
Front Row:
Lincoln, Eden, Haylee, Jadon, Dan
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Getting to Know Them:
AIE Teachers In & Out of School
Jackie Shamblen: AIE’s Musical Maven and More!
Ms. Jackie is one of the nicest people I have ever met,” says Kaycelin Shaver. “Her ability to teach students about music, for some, who have no background in the area is truly remarkable. For
those who have experience in music prior to being part of her class, such as myself, she helps
students expand and excel with their skills and make them fall in love with the subject again.”
As a senior, Kaycelin spent a great deal of time working with Ms. Jackie and observed what
many of the students and faculty have as well.
Ms. Jackie has been with AIE since August of 2005. A graduate of the University of Louisville,
Jackie holds a Bachelor of Music Education and a Master’s of Arts in Teaching. She also possess
something equally important, “Mrs. Jackie’s passion for music is, in my opinion, one of the
special components of making our school a welcoming environment for students,” observes
Kaycelin.
Ms. Jackie touches many students at AIE: during school and after and she
enjoys it a great deal, “ I love to teach because I love to be a part of the
amazing sense of discovery that comes with learning a new idea, task, or
skill. Music unlocks something that other disciplines cannot. If we do not
pass our language and love of music to the next generation, it will fade away.
Teaching music is a responsibility and a labor of love.”
Jackie Sham“Ms. Jackie’s hopes and dreams for the school’s music department are captiblen with two
vating. “ Kaycelin also observed. “Her ideas to help students express themof the things
selves in music and spread the word on how music can bring people together
she’s most pasis inspiring.”
sionate about:
Outside of school, Ms. Jackie shares her gifts with her community. She is a
member of the Brass Band of Louisville, and also
Wesley & Lane
participates in different outreach and ministry
groups. She is also active in Ainsley’s Angels of
America, a running group which seeks inclusion
for special-needs athletes.
Ms. Jackie definitely stays busy and admits, “Nothing beats spending time
at home with my family.” She and Steve have been married 16 years, and
have two sons, Wesley & Lane, who attend AIE.
Perhaps Kaycelin says it best, “The school, students, alumni, and myself are
grateful and blessed to have such a thoughtful and inspiring teacher.”
Musical Opportunities this year:
Elementary Percussion Ensemble is open to students in grades
three through eight.
Concert Band is open to students in grades four through twelve.
Students may also take classes through the ID program. Offered
is a variety of instrumental music instruction. Contact the office
for information.
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Darryl Glass:
Serving Others in Need
Christina Patterson

A few weeks ago I had the privilege to accompany Mr. Glass on one of his Street
Reach runs to photograph the work that he does among the homeless population in the city. The number of responses to the photographs was shocking for
me and the largest he had seen on any post on his Facebook page. This started
the wheels turning: I wanted to know more about what Street Reach is all
about.
It all started four years ago when Mr. Glass went out with a street crew called
The Forgotten Louisville. He loved what they did and the next week he was out
on the streets again on his own doing food drops. It came from a desire to help
another human being as a human being. “Compassion is a healing balm,” he says
and has continued going as a calling to serve the least. The rest, as they say, is
history.
Starting out of the trunk of his car, it has blossomed
into crews of people, young and old alike, helping in
various ways, from donating food and supplies, to cooking food, to making hospital visits. The niche for Street
Reach is to help keep folks stay alive from day to day.
There are other groups that assist in finding housing,
jobs, clothes, rehab facilities, etc., but the primary focus
of Street Reach is to provide the day-to-day necessities
required to survive. The people that benefit from this
the most are those who will not go to the local shelters
and largely live in homeless camps. Help comes mostly
in the form of food, but also in supplies that include
tents, portable propane tanks, sternos, blankets, tarps,
bug spray, snack bags, socks and gloves. All supplies and
food come through donations. He estimates that 80% of
the meals are cooked at his church but donations come
from all over.
Drops are made at the homeless camps around the
city. If you have driven in and around downtown Louisville you have likely passed a camp and had no idea it
was there. This was the case when I went to photograph that afternoon’s food drop. I drove past the camp
on my way to meet up with Mr. Glass and had no clue it
was there. He found the camps through happenstance,
word of mouth, direction from other street crews with
whom he is in close contact, and through a Facebook
group where street crews can report on the movement
and locations of different camps. He has also helped in
relocating those who have been “evicted” from their
camps when the city steps in to clear an area. He and his
crew work closely with the LMPD and get email notifications before 21-day notices to vacate the property are
issued. He also stated that most of the LMPD officers
are supportive. Such was the case when the oldest camp

in existence in the city, Camp Campbell, was razed to
make space for the new soccer stadium. Some residents of this camp had lived there since it’s beginnings, decades ago. Knowing that relocation was key
to their survival, Mr. Glass and his crew assisted in
relocating those who needed help move to other
parts of the city.
Inevitably, this type of community service educates
a person when they get involved as to the real reasons why people end up on the streets and stay
there. When I asked Mr. Glass if there was one thing
that he would want people to know about the homeless population, he said that “it’s almost never a pick
yourself up by your bootstraps type of situation. They
don't even have boots.” There is always a reason why
people do what they do and no right-minded person
would choose such a lonely existence. Perhaps a startling statistic to many would be that 50-60% of the
homeless have jobs, but the jobs do not pay enough
to pay for proper housing. Some are on the streets
because of mental illness and about a third deal with
addictions. There are some who are kept out on the
street because of shame as they are too embarrassed
to reach out to family or friends for help. Many want
second chances, but there are not many people out
there willing to give these people a second
chance. There is a real sense of being invisible. Mr.
Glass said that among those he and his crew serve,
almost all of them are always grateful for the help.
There are never any strings attached or ulterior motives among the crews. It is simply just to serve and
show compassion to those who need it no matter the
reason for their situation. There are some of the
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homeless who will go out with other street crews to
serve in order to give back, experience fellowship with
others and just to have purpose. In fact, a lot of people
who are involved in street crews were formerly homeless and addicts.
As we sat and talked about this often marginalized
group of people, he told me several stories of those he
has encountered. One such man he found lived in an
abandoned creek bed. He was always cold, always in
pain, and always lonely. He was taken to the hospital
where he is being treated for terminal colon cancer. With maybe months to live, he is visited at least
every other day by Mr. Glass and others who are part of
the Street Reach crew. One special memory he shared
was of two gentlemen he affectionately refers to as the
“truck boys” because they both lived out of a small
pickup truck for four years. One slept in the cab and one
slept in the back. Mr. Glass shared that he got close to
both of them and invited both to his wedding. One of
them attended and is one of the sweetest memories
that he has thus far. “You wake up everyday, a beginner,” Mr. Glass states as he never feels like he has acquired enough knowledge to deal with every situation
you run into but as we talked it was clear that that isn’t

a hindrance but an opportunity. Almost every week
there are new people who go on a drop and they all
say what an eye-opening experience it was and it was
nothing like what they thought it would be. Compassion, love, dedication and time are the hallmarks of
Street Reach and with those that continue to help
each week it is proof that serving people is contagious.

If you would like to help by donating any of the items
mentioned in this article, please contact
Mr. Glass at dglass@aiexcellence.com

Christina Patterson is a 2000 graduate of AIE.
Christina has lived in Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina and Jerusalem, Israel, before returning to Louisville. She has been involved in teaching and mentoring children and young people
through dance for the last several years. Most recently she has
been focusing on telling stories and capturing family moments
through the lens of her camera until she heads back overseas.

As you are flipping through the pages this year, you may notice that Cougar Tracks is a little lighter in some areas
than in previous years. Due to time constraints, it was necessary to abbreviate the content. We look forward to
giving you more about what’s up at AIE next year.
You may also notice that we invited different folks to write articles this year. We hope to do more of this to
better represent all of the events and people of AIE.
Thanks,
Gillian Langley
aka Ms. Gil

In Memory of
Jacob Craft
1994-2018
Class of 2012
Jacob passed away suddenly on Wednesday, May 30th, 2018.
He was 24.
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National History Day—2018
Ayla Murrell
This year four students from AIE embraced the challenge of participating in National History Day. The multi-tiered competition (regionals, state, and nationals) provides students, much like contracting, an opportunity to select a topic of their choosing and present it in a medium of their choosing with categories ranging from websites and exhibits to performances and papers.
This year’s theme “Conflict and Compromise” elicited a wide range of selections from our students. Mar Morgan, a Junior, wrote
a historical research paper entitled “How the Parliamentary Acts Affected Colonial America.” Mar’s paper qualified Mar to compete in the statewide competition. Tabitha Albert, a Junior, also chose to write a paper. Her paper was entitled “The Indian Removal Act” and also earned her the opportunity to compete at the state competition. It was both students’ first year participating and they both expressed excitement at having made it so far in the competition. Kaycelin Shaver and Casey Weber constructed an exhibit entitled “Loving v. Virginia.” Both students were Seniors, and their exhibit chronicling the historical obstacles
to interracial marriage garnered them second place at State, qualifying them for the National competition.

Kaycelin Shaver participated in NHD her junior
and senior years. Here’s what she has to say
about the experience.

“It was one of the best decisions I’ve made during my high school career. I learned so much,
especially beyond my material for competition.
At first, I thought I wasn’t capable of completing
such a major project. In the end, the pride I felt
when I finished was very fulfilling. I developed
and strengthened skills pertaining to my academic success. Skills that will help me during my
college years and beyond. I highly recommend
students to participate in NHD and hope they
can receive the gratification I’ve felt. It can be an
intimidating project, but what is learned from
the experience, makes it worth it.”

Above: Mar Morgan, Tabitha Albert, Kaycelin Shaver, & Casey Weber at National History Day competition. This year they were led
by new AIE teacher, Ms. Ayla Murrell. Ms. Ayla is an NHD aluma. Any high school student may participate in NHD and are encouraged to make it part of their contracting projects throughout the academic school year. Next year’s theme is…...
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Senior Government
Class Prepares Future
Citizens
Julie Dye

Ms. Julie (far right) and half of this
year’s graduating class. Each year, AIE
seniors travel to Frankfort as part of
their Government and Politics class.

The spring semester senior government class spent a day in Frankfort. They had the opportunity to hear an oral
argument before the Kentucky Supreme Court, as well as take a guided tour of the capital building, and make a visit
to the Kentucky Vietnam Veteran’s memorial. This is an experience common to most of our alumni.
The Kentucky Legislature passed the bill that requires, beginning with the graduating class of 2019, to pass the
United States citizenship test in order to receive a high school diploma. That has already been a part of our Government and Politics class for years.
The course uses the United States Constitution as the core of its exploration, looking at its foundational principles,
history, and development through our nation’s history by considering decisions made by our legislative, executive,
and judicial branches. This provides the students the opportunity to compare governments throughout the world
and in our state.

Going to AIE, I was able to study what I wanted to through our projects and I was able to learn
as fast or as steady as I needed. Being introduced to ASL has opened MANY doors to me as
well; I'm very valuable at my job as I'm the only one that can converse with the deaf patients
and other people. I would do it all again if I could.
—Evan Allgeier

My son graduated from AIE 5 years ago. He served in the US Marine Corp for 4 1/2 years. He
moved up the ranks within the Marine Corp. He is a full time college student in California,
works a full time job, serves in the National Guard, and is working toward his goal of serving
as a police officer. He continues to serve in the community by his public service. My family
loves AIE as it provides Christian values.
-Robert Smith, AIE Teacher & father of Dakota Smith (‘13).
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The Dramatic Paws
Mike Robertson
This year’s spring high school production was The Little Princess. Much like the 1939 Twentieth Century Fox
classic, the performances for our students and our parents and guests were very well-received. In this story of a young
girl over-coming heart-breaking obstacles, our cast presented audiences with an entertaining tale delivered by characters who made us want to be a part of the storyline. Our “princess” played the ever-optimistic Sara Crew. Sara, fueled
by a very active imagination, is full of stories that she shares with the girls of Miss Minchin’s School for Select Young
Ladies. Miss Minchin has plans in store for Sara and her father’s money until he passes away while serving in the British
military and stationed in Africa. Both Abby Robertson (Sara) and Brooke Worthen (Miss Minchin) played their roles as
fateful adversaries well. There were so many actors, crew, and stagehands who worked hard to make this production
successful. Some have been with the Dramatic Paws theatre group for a number of years, while others were new to
the experience. All have something wonderful for which to be proud!

Scenes from The Little Princess.
Directly Above: David Bramer receives
accolades for the many hours he spent
creating the set. The construction crew
armed with cordless drills, 2x4s and lots
of cardboard, created a cozy attic space
and parlor that quickly transitioned into a
boat deck, a village square and an English
garden.
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They’re Creepy & They’re Kooky!

Come See
The Senior Class of 2019
November 31st & December 1st
In…….

The Academy for Individual Excellence
3101 Bluebird Lane
Louisville, KY 40299
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