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Cougar Tracks is a publicat ion of The Academy for  Individual Excellence.  For  
informat ion about  AIE and for  archived edit ions of Cougar Tracks, go to 

www.aiexcellence.com.

Adjacent  to the lower level of AIE, Quala Care Preschool has been serving 
families for  over  30  years. The exper ienced staff is uniquely focused on 

educat ion through a family-style approach.  Many of our  teachers, as well as 
several alumni, have enrolled their  children in this spacious facilit y that  also 

boasts a large well-equipped outdoor act ivit y area. For  more informat ion, g ive 
them a call. 

(50 2)267-6187

Newly Renovated to Follow  COVID Guidelines



3

IN THIS ISSUE

5
Alumni Updates
Catching up with old
friends, new babies,
and a rockstar!

8
Jack & Sara Berge
The Berge family opens
a  new clinic with the
same commitment to 
service.

10
Spamalot
Class of 2020's 
Senior Production

17
NHD
Student Shayleigh Smith 
writes about her unique 
experience competing in 
National History Day.

14
Teacher Profiles
Learn more about AIE 
teachers Fran Nett, 
Pam Cheek,
Brad Schilling &
Robert Smith.

12
Girls' V Basketball
A Surprise Season!

26
Cherishing the 
Essential
Student Ethan Klinglesmith 
writes about life during COVID.18

Graduations
Ceremonies are altered, 
but commenced with safety
in mind.

16
Sponge
A Titanic success!
Students encouraged to 
explore their interests in a 
core piece of AIE's unique 
philosophy of education. 

24
Dramatic Paws
The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe 

22
A Wave & a Smile
staying connectred
from a distance.

25
Just Breathe
AIE teacher reflects
on coping during
a very trying time.

27
Intelligent Social Media
Mr. Savage introduces a new tool 
for online education.



4 5

Body text

 Maddi Reynolds
Grace Battcher  

Maddi meant so much to everyone in her life, and she always will. 
There?s not a day that goes by where I don?t think about her. She was 
my best friend, she was a daughter, granddaughter, aunt, sister and a 
mother. She loved her family, Lady Gaga, and The Beatles. She even 
named her son Jude after their song "Hey Jude." She was always 
singing and sharing music, especially with her daughter Cora. (If you 
spend even more than 10 minutes with Cora, she?ll sing you the best 
version of "Shallow" by Lady Gaga that you?ve ever heard.) Maddi was 
the best. It didn?t matter what was going on Maddi was always the 
bubbliest person in the room, always the person having the most fun 
in any situation. She was so loving and accepting, and I can?t even tell 
you how many times she?d go out of her way to make others feel 
special and loved.

Madelyn Elizabeth Reynolds '12

October 15, 1993 - May 19, 2020

If you?re the praying kind please pray for her family. It?s hard enough to lose a loved one, but it?s 
especially hard at a time like this. Her funeral was very small because of everything going on in the 
world, and her sister Allison expressed on Instagram that this is not how Maddi would have 
wanted things to be. Maddi made an impression on so many people in just the 26 years that she 
was alive and she deserves to have her life celebrated accordingly. Even though we can?t meet up 
in person to remember Maddi, please keep her and her family in your thoughts and heart and 
keep sharing nice memories and photos of her on social media.

?To live in the hearts we leave behind is not to die? ? Thomas Campbell

We love you Maddi, rest in peace, queen.

I am very appreciative of all the help I have had with this issue of Cougar Tracks.  I feel like it is very 
important to stay in touch with our AIE family.  Often, I find myself unable to appropriately address 
an issue or inform our alumni in a fresh, interesting manner.  Your help is crucial to give new, 
insightful & pertinent content. I could not have written what Grace Battcher wrote about her dear 
friend.  I cannot give you the insights Ethan Klinglesmith shares about being a student during this 
trying time.  I encourage everyone to stay in contact and reach out to us if you have something to 
share - about yourself or a member of our AIE family.  

Thanks so much,

Ms. Gil

Contact us at

 cougartracks@aiexcellence.com

Editor 's Note
Gillian Langley
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Alumni Updates 

Body text

Kevin Tobin '16 graduated this spring from Lipscomb University with 
his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering. He has accepted a fellowship at 
Clemson University to pursue his Master?s in Automotive Engineering 
and will be moving to Greenville, South Carolina this fall.

After graduating from AIE, Chad Bick ley '16 spent four years studying English and Political Science at 
Bellarmine University. While he was there, he also published an article in the Courier Journal, worked at 
the university?s Writing Center, took the Law School Admission Test (LSAT), and won Bellarmine?s Fred C. 
and Florence Koster Awards. This fall, he will begin studying law at the University of Louisville?s Brandeis 
School of Law. He graduated magna cum laude.

Don't stop believin' ...... that Jerem y Nalley can do 
anything he sets his mind to.  He and Amanda 
celebrate their 10th wedding anniversary in 
October. They have two kids: Julie (8) and Kyle (3). 
They have been rooted in their home in Shelbyville, 
Kentucky for the past 6 years. He worked for JCPS 
for 8 years as an Early Childhood Instructional 
Assistant and also an ECE Instructional Assistant, 
but transferred to Shelby County Public Schools in 
August 2018. He is also a keyboardist/backup 
vocalist in a Journey tribute band in Louisville called 
"Captured: A Journey Tribute." He is currently 
finishing up classes at Jefferson Community and 
Technical College and will be transferring to U of L 
School of Music soon to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music Therapy.

"I would not have been able to accomplish any 
of this had it not been for my education at AIE, 
which helped me learn the academic skills 
(especially the writing and research skills) and 
the disciplines such as time management that I 
needed to succeed. AIE does much to prepare its 
students for college, and I would not be where I 
am now if not for that. " 
 -  Chad Bickley 

Morgan Fell '09 and Titus are very 
happy.  You may have seen 
Morgan at Kroger for quite some 
time, but she is a stay-at-home 
mom now.  Above are her two 
precious kids: William, age 9 & 
Parker, age 2. 

Lar ry (Owens) Burgess is a mechanic at Ken 
Towery. He has been in the industry for five years. 
He and Christina were married in 2010 and have 5 
children Joseph, Savannah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Josiah - ages 12 to 1. 
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This year, Harper  Mur rell  '15 graduated from Northern Kentucky 
University with a B.S. in Environmental Science.  She is currently a 
quality assurance tech for Perfetti van Melle living in Northern 
Kentucky with her dog, Wendy Wu Homecoming Warrior. 

Am anda (Mur rell) Cahil l   '03 and Brandyn have now been married 
three and a half years, and have lived in Clarksville, IN for almost just 
as long. Oliver, their son, will turn 2 in November. Adalyn, who was 
born at the start of quarantine due to the COVID pandemic, will be 6 
months old in September. Amanda enjoys being a stay-at-home 
mommy and Brandyn still works for the United States Postal Service, 
delivering mail in Old Louisville. They are thankful to be members at 
Oak Park Baptist Church in Jeffersonville. "Life is sweet.?

If you stop into the Target in Middletown, keep a lookout for Jef f rey 
Caleb Rober t s '15.  Jeffrey works there and has also earned his 
Associate?s Degree in Biblical Studies at Boyce Bible College.

Laura (Caldwell) Manley '09 has been married to Corey for seven years 
this October. Laura has been employed at Ford Motor Company for the 
past 5 years. Corey is a maintenance technician at Spectrum Cable. They 

live in Louisville with their two adorable, lovable dogs, and 
have been blessed with baby boy Bryer, who was born in July.

Melinda (Moore) Loughran '01 set aside her nursing career for a bit to raise her children: Bryce (17), Asher 
(15), Skyler (12), Annemarie (11) and their two huge dogs, Ben & Olive.  She and her husband John moved the 

family to Floyd Knobs, Indiana six years 
ago.  They absolutely love it there.  John, 
a cardiologist, works for Baptist.  

 During this pandemic, they have started 
making music again.  Live is good, but 
they are quite ready for this pandemic to 
over!

Back: Melinda, Asher, Bryce, & John

Front:  Skyler, & Annemarie
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 After graduating from high school, Max Bick ley '15 attended  Bellarmine University. In 2019 he 
completed his undergrad in Finance with a minor in Computer Science.  He was also accepted into 
Bellarmine's duel credit Master of Business Administration program and plans to complete that this 
December. While at Bellarmine University, he has completed several case studies within the Masters of 
Business and Administration classes and completed a CAPSIM business modeling simulation. He 
graduated summa cum laude and was awarded the Distinguished Scholar Award, the Forcht Bank 
Distinguished Finance Student Award, and the W. Fielding Rubel School of Business Faculty Merit Award 
in Finance. Additionally, he is a member of  Beta Gamma Sigma Honor Society.

Brandon Bishop '13 is doing quite well.  I will let him speak for himself - he 
usually did anyway!

"Since departure of High School, I was in a state where I stayed stagnant. Never 
stay stagnant. During this period of idle, some things changed in my life. I met my 
wife and we decided to have a child. There is a certain adaptation that should 

occur in your head, like it did in mine, when you take on a child. I 
needed to pursue a career and sustain a suitable environment for 
a child. So, I chose to join the army.

I am a Private First Class and a 25U which is a signal support 
systems specialist. I specialize in radios and computers. I work in a 
shop where I perform helpdesk functions for IT related issues. My 
family and I are stationed in Fort Campbell. I have a house in 
which the family began occupying. This includes my son (Oliver), 
my dog (Zira), and, of course, my wife (Victoria).

As for my current goals, I am in school chasing an associate degree in Information Systems at Liberty 
University Online. I plan on staying in the army. I will be switching my current job from a 25u to a 17c. 17c 
is a cybersecurity job. The job will get you certified in A+, Net+, Sec+ CEH, CISSP, and CCNA. The job is 45 
weeks of training. There is also the possibility that if I finish my Associates before I turn 29, I may be able to 
apply to become an officer -a big milestone in the military career. "

Ms. Gil now has a new moniker - Granny Gil!  Ayla 
Mur rell '10 and hubby Alex Williams, have an 
adorable baby boy, Auden James Murrell.  All is well!

Frank lin Deut sch '03 with his wife Kayce and their 
three kiddos - Stella, Delaney & Benjamin.
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When you walk into Gaslight Square Animal Hospital, you can always 
expect to be greeted by a few things: country music playing softly on 
the radio, a fat and happy cat lounging on the front desk, and a friendly 
face. Gaslight Square Animal Hospital (or ?the clinic? as some call it) has 
been a cornerstone of the Jeffersontown community since 1989, when 
former AIE basketball coach and parent, Dr. Tom Berge, opened the 
practice. Over the years, many AIE Alumni have been employed under 
its roof, including Brandon Savage (?98), Melinda Moore Loughran ('01), 
Matt Moore ('04), Colin McDowell ('06), Spencer Savage ('08), Amanda 
Grant (?14), BJ Duncan (?11), Nick Duncan ('13 ), Michael Gagel (? 08 ), 
Denny Deeken ('11), and me, Bronte Murrell (?13 ).

When Tom opened the clinic in 1989, he had an idea about what would 
make this place so special: the clients. By creating a business that is 
centered on affordable services for J-town?s pet owners, Tom and his 
family have built a practice that cares for thousands of dogs and cats 
every year. Today, Tom?s children Jack (?05) and Sara (?11) both play vital 
roles within the business that helped raise them. 

Jack, who now serves as the office manager, remembers his early years 
at Gaslight Square Animal Hospital, ?I?ve been working my normal 
duties since middle school, but I was really good at running around the 
building without my shoes and socks on or climbing into cages and 
playing with animals at an even earlier age. We lived above our office 
when I was 18 months old to almost 6 years of age.? After Jack 
graduated from the University of Louisville in 2011 with a BA in 
mathematics, he stepped into his current role. 

Over the years, Sara?s role at the clinic has changed quite a bit. Like 
Jack, as a child, she volunteered her time, helping out with patients and 
then, in high school began working on weekends. However, after Sara 
left town for Eastern Kentucky University, she realized how much she 
enjoyed working in veterinary medicine. In 2015, she decided to attend 
veterinary school at Auburn University ? the very same place her father 
received his degree. Last year, she rejoined the family business as 

Sara & 
J ack

Sara, Jack & Tom Berge in the operating room of the new  clinic.

Bronte Murrell, who 
graduated from AIE in 
2013, is now working on 
her Master's of Urban 
Planning at the 
University of Colorado, 

Furmiliar  Faces Find 
New  Digs!

Bronte Murrell

Denver. She was an employee at Gaslight 
Square Animal Hospital and is a life-long 
friend of the Berges.

If you know an AIE graduate we should 
feature in Cougar Tracks, or would like to 
be a contributor, please contact us at 
cougartracks@aiexcellence.com.



9

Gaslight Square Animal Hospital?s second veterinarian. ?I think we make a good team,? says Sara. ?My dad is 
full of experience, I am introducing some new aspects of veterinary medicine, and Jack is in a league of his 
own when it comes to handling animals and communicating with clients.?

Behind the scenes, the family matriarch, Amy, has provided considerable support and guidance over the 
years. ?In the early days of Gaslight Square Animal Hospital, she would throw on a white coat and assist in 
any way,? says Jack. ?Even though she isn?t here for the day-to-day grind of our work hours, she is the person 
we all turn to when we need help here. Sometimes we don?t agree on important issues at work and she is 
everyone?s therapist.?

When asked how AIE has helped shape their family and business, Amy reflected, ?The school taught us as 
parents that homework doesn?t have to come from the school ? you can learn from family and community. 
I?m certain the fact that Jack and Sara went to the clinic after school and worked in the clinic when they were 
able, contributed to their desire to follow in their father?s footsteps and join the family business.? Jack also 
remembers how AIE brought his family closer together, ?At AIE I was able to spend time with Sara.? Jack, who 
started AIE in the 5th grade enjoyed being in the same building with his sister, ?When we were litt le kids, she 
was down the hallway and in the sponge room.   We hung out together while Dad coached and walked from 
school to the clinic after school each day.?

When Sara decided to join the family business and go to veterinary school, it was time to talk about 
expansion. In 2016, a new opportunity arose: the building next door to the clinic went on the market. It 
wasn?t long before the Berges bought the property and began renovations on a new and improved Gaslight 
Square Animal Hospital. As of this spring, the new location is up and running, offering the team more exam 
rooms, a larger operating room, and a larger waiting room. 

As the business continues to grow, Sara and Jack shared some thoughts about the future of Gaslight Square 
Animal Hospital, ?I want to continue what I think my dad and brother have always done: provide 
compassionate, practical care for our clients and patients. I am excited to see us continue to make 
improvements.? For Jack, he looks to a future with his sister at the helm, ?Sara shows our clients daily how 
much passion and heart she puts into the care she provides for them. I am confident that our office?s future 
will be very bright due to her.? 

Away from the office, Jack and Sara both have some exciting life updates. Last year, Jack moved into a new 
house in Jeffersontown with his fiancé. In 2019, Sara was engaged to fellow AIE alumni BJ Duncan (?11). The 
couple will be married in September. True to their profession, both Jack and Sara have filled their homes 
with an abundance of animals. 

BJ Duncan with Jack, Amy, Sara & Tom 
after Sara's graduation from Tom's alma 

mater,  Auburn University
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SPA M A LOT
THE CLA SS OF 2020 FINDS THEIR GRA IL

M IK E ROBERTSON

From the day the directors announced the musical selected 
for our senior production, the seniors were ecstatic! 

SPAMALOT, though not familiar to all of our students, was a 
favorite of many.  Once we began building the set and 
rehearsing, the air was filled with electricity! Those who had 
speaking roles worked diligently to hone the best English 
and/or French accent that they could develop. 

The humor, the songs and the choreography, mixed with the 
amazing camaraderie of this group of students, propelled this 
class of seniors toward the inevitable- a spectacular 
production loved by all! 

Some of our seniors, who had never participated in our 
Dramatic Paws productions during their freshman, 
sophomore, or junior years, found themselves so emotionally 
fulfilled with the experience that they expressed regret at 
having waited so long to try out the stage. 

 This is a true testimony to a successful production.
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Starting clockwise, above:  Mr. Mike directs 
Drake, David, Isaiah & CoCo as Ms. Cooper 
works with Sidney and Olivia and Julia to paint 
one of many stone walls. Dylan and Drake 
make a mud pit. Jason takes a break. Hannah 
works on the set, and then dons a costume to 
proclaim, "I'm not dead yet!" Matthew narrates 
to open the show. Amanda imparts wisdom 
about "people...people, who need people." 
Brooke & Amanda visit a plague-stricken town. 
Drake stands by as David proclaims, "he's all 
alone." CoCo, as the  Lady of the Lake, gives 
David (King Arthur) a pep talk. 
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do miss those shows.  Now we seem to talk about Hallmark 
movies.  LOL.  I know she loves Olive Garden.  And even 
though she graduated from Western University, she likes my 
Wildcats. 

Our most common ground is our love of our kids and 
grandkids!  We have stories to share and updates about their 
lives. I?m always glad to hear about David and what?s 
happening in his life since I had him in class for two years.  It 
was a pleasure to attend her daughter?s wedding, as I hope it 
was for her to attend my daughter?s.  

We sometimes talk about retirement but always seem to 
agree that we will stay with each other as long as we can.  It?s 
hard to teach these ?old dogs? new tricks when we have 
gotten so used to each other being right next door.   
Whenever that time comes for either of us, I know I will truly 
miss someone who I consider not only a work partner but 
also, more importantly, a dear friend.   

Ms. Fran graduated from WKU as the Scholar of the College with a BS in 
English, Library Science.  She also earned a Master?s from WKU.  
Additionally, she has a minor in Psychology and a Principal?s certificate.  
Her goal is to teach 50 years, like her Aunt Chris, and although COVID 
has forced her out of the classroom just now, she says, ?I?m short two, 
but not through.? She has always ?valued education, family, friends, 
faith and the fun of travel and the continual journey to find out about 
something new.? 
She is missing her students - they are fondly in her heart.   

In an ongoing effort to get some fresh perspective in the newsletter, I decided to pit two teachers against each other, or rather, have them 
write about one another.  Who better than AIE next-door neighbors,  Ms. Cheek and Ms. Fran.   

Teacher Profiles
FRAN NETT

BY PAM CHEEK

I first met Miss Fran when she and  her husband Ron 
came to talk with Mr. Savage about their son, David, 
attending our school in 2002. While John finished up 
another meeting, I spoke with them about AIE. My son 
Brian had already graduated, but my daughter Amy was 
a junior so I had lots of personal references that I could 
talk about. And boy, can I talk about my kids! Fran and I 
found lots of common ground that day and it has 
continued over the last 17 years.  

The Netts joined our family:  David in my 3rd grade class 
and Fran as the assistant to Paul Hicks, the 7th and 8th 
grade teacher. Fran soon moved to the Sponge Room 
and then, when a tragic accident hit Nicole 
Vanreheenen?s family, Fran became the 5th and 6th 
grade teacher right next door to me.  That is where she 
has been since 2003.  We became the ?older and more 
mature? ladies in the mid-level hallway.  

It has always been exciting to send my 4th graders right 
next door to Fran?s class.  I know they are being 
challenged in their academics, exposed to so many new 
things, and, most importantly, loved.  She has such a 
heart for her class.  That love carries on as the kids get 
older as is shown by her attendance at ball games and 
plays.  
Anyone who has ever had Miss Fran as a teacher, is well 
aware of her love of owls.  Every year I am looking for 
something new for her classroom that has to do with 
owls.  That?s probably one of her favorite units!  The 
students also know how much she loves the Medieval 
Unit.  She even has her blue dress that she wears on 
Medieval Day!  When it comes to her unit studies, she 
could sometimes use that litt le voice that I used to have 
with Miss Kathleen that said, ?Enough Pam, you can stop 
now."  I know the other 5th and 6th grade teachers 
appreciate her enthusiasm with the units and the 
information she gathers.   

I can remember when we used to meet at the adjoining 
door to our classes the morning after , NCIS, or JAG was 
on to talk about what happened on the show.  We sure 
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PAM CHEEK
BY FRAN NETT

Pam Cheek was my second contact at AIE. We had 
an impromptu meeting after Ron, David, and I had a 
prospective parent meeting with Mr. Savage. I liked 
her directness. She immediately put a nervous mom 
at ease by discussing how she had gotten involved 
with AIE to find a good educational fit for her son 
Brian and, ultimately, for her daughter Amy. She 
talked about how her career path had changed from 
being a dental hygienist to teacher to elementary 
coordinator. I immediately felt comfortable  
entrusting my son to her care as she became his 
teacher and my boss.

I still didn?t have a clue about how much she (and all 
the other AIE teachers)  would have my back.
Pam is a one-of-a-kind innovator with a make-do 
attitude that has served our school well.  She set out 
to make herself more than competent with 
computer skills and developing new teaching 
materials. She learned how to use the resources at 
the Gheens Center to improve our rote and basics. 
To my memory, she has never said no to a 
challenge. If Mr. Savage had an idea, she would 
come up with two to three ways to implement the 
idea. She was Pinterest before the concept came to 
fruition.  

I was also fortunate to have my classroom next to 
hers. I would listen, watch, and sit in on how she 
took Mr. Savage?s concepts and breathed life into 
them - developing materials and instructional 
presentations, and  then providing redirection when 

there would be a gap between the concept and 
implementation. I tried to adapt my teaching 
language to mirror hers as much as possible to add 
consistency to the AIE approach.

This still doesn?t give you a clear picture of the role 
that Miss Cheek plays. The thing that makes her a 
master teacher is her unwillingness to let a child fail 
or falter unless, of course, the life lesson is how to 
deal with road blocks. I have seen her spend hours 
or weeks concerned with an individual child?s 
struggle ? brainstorming, researching, and probably 
praying on how to turn on the light for that child. If 
she determined that the timing was not right, I have 
seen her come up with alternatives to have that 
same child experience success. But, and this is the 
critical moment, she does so without isolating the 
child or making the child feel ?less than.?

It would be difficult to list all of Miss Cheek?s 
contributions except to say that she has had input 
across the board. She loves the Spring Program 
which combines her lifetime love of music and 
dance. She enjoys reading and shares that love with 
her friends and her classroom.

To me, personally, she has been a good friend, a 
mentor, and a boss. We have shared similar 
experiences, including our love of our 
grandchildren. We both love the beach and a good 
movie or television show. We?ve shared food, and 
tears, and fights, and understanding.
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Mr. Robert Smith is AIE?s American Sign Language 
Teacher. He is also Deaf. He has been working at 
AIE as an ASL teacher for 21 years, teaching high 
school students how to communicate with people 
who are Deaf and educating them about the Deaf 
community. 

He attended the National Institute for the Deaf at    
Rochester Insitute of Technical in Rochester, New 
York for two years, and then he transferred to the 
University of Louisville. 

Mr. Robert decided to seek out a career as a 
teacher after he graduated: "a former colleague 
encouraged me to teach ASL to high school stu-
dents since I?m a native ASL user and have first-
hand knowledge of Deaf culture, Deaf history, and 
the Deaf community."  Because, he says, ?Teach-
ing sign language is more than teaching a few ba-
sic signs; it?s about furthering one?s understanding 
of Deaf culture as well. It?s imparting knowledge 
about living patterns, societal structure, values, 
and history of the Deaf and Deaf community?s 
traditions and beliefs.?  

Mr. Robert teaches American Sign Language with 
Mrs. Heather Fuller who is fluent in ASL and is 
hearing. They?ve been working together for many 
years and make a great team in the classroom.

?What I love about teaching at AIE," Mr. Robert says, 
"is the fun we all have in the classroom. A positive 
classroom environment makes a big difference in 
students? lives. I enjoy the stories shared in the 
classroom that facilitate learning the language of 
ASL.?  He also appreciates the unique teaching 
methods at AIE and says, ?Connecting with families 
enriches the teaching experience and helps me 
work better with students.? 

Every day he sees how students have learned to use 
sign language outside of school and how powerful 
an influence he has, ?Teaching ASL in the classroom 
makes an impact outside school walls. Students are 
using their ASL skills to communicate with Deaf 
customers at their job, to communicate with their 
Deaf family members, friends, neighbors, or to 
communicate with Deaf students in the classroom. 
It demonstrates that what I do every day makes an 
impact on the world.? 
 
Mr. Robert and his wife Molly enrolled both of their 
children at AIE: Dakota graduated in 2013 and 
Shayleigh is a senior in high school.
 
Outside of school, Mr. Robert enjoys his hobbies 
such as coloring in adult coloring books, and solving 
difficult puzzles and challenging number games like 
Sudoku, Number fill-ins, and Dot to Dot. He enjoys 
serving people and spending time with his family 
and friends. 

Mr. Robert is an important member of AIE?s family 
and it shows with his students. His love for teaching 
and his positive classroom environment have a 
lasting effect on his students and he plans to con-
tinue having fun for this next school year and many 
more to come. 
 

ROBERT SMITH
BY AMELIA HAGAN

Mr. Robert Smith with Shayleigh, his daughter.

Author Amelia Hagan wrote this as a rising sophomore at 
AIE.  She is also a member of the Dramatic Paws.
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Brad Schilling joined the AIE family 6 years ago as 
a math teacher. Since his youth, he had 
considered the possibility of teaching and was 
impacted by his high school teachers because, 
?they showed me how to teach, while also showing 
that they cared and wanted what?s best for their 
students.? 

Mr. Schilling loves working with the students 
everyday, ?They are what makes it easy to get up 
in the mornings to go to work, at least mentally." 
He jokes, "It can still be hard physically getting up 
in the morning.? He teaches math to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors but also teaches the pillars 
that AIE is built upon: work ethic, engagement, 
accountability, and compassion.  ?I think the best 
part [about teaching] is getting to know the 
students, and to know what our future looks like,? 
he said. It reassures him. 

In addition to teaching math, Mr. Schilling also 
helps prepare students for the  ACT during the 
Resource Advisory Period (RAP) if that is what they 
choose. He focuses on helping students learn 
what they need to prepare for their future and 
feels ecstatic when a student finally understands a 
problem, ?I enjoy to watch things click." He also 
stays after school for Study Hall, ready to help 
anyone who asks.  

Mr. Schilling's work with students doesn't end in the 
classroom, he carries it onto the court too, coaching 
the girls? basketball team with the same  passion he 
has for teaching.  Because of his father, he has 
always loved basketball, and always wanted to 
coach. The opportunity arose when the former 
coaches Dennis Murrell & Tom Berge were  ready to 
move on from coaching.  As Mr. Schilling explains, ?I 
helped Coach Murrell some with his practices, and 
he helped me learn the game more than I ever 
thought possible. He helped give me confidence that 
I could do it at the high school level. When he gave 
his blessing, I knew I had to try." He enjoys getting to 
know the players, ?It is really nice to get to know so 
many outside of the classroom. I get to see whole 
new personalities from those I know, and I get to 
know some new people all together.? He compares it 
to a classroom but more fun because it?s a game, ?I 
still enjoy the excited, anxious feeling I get before 
each game.? 

Outside of school, Mr. Schilling loves to watch sports 
(and at times play video games with college friends), 
but most of his time is spent  with his wife Jennifer 
and their 4-year-old daughter Autumn. Mrs. Jennifer 
is also a teacher at AIE and started a week before 
Mr. Schilling. She was teaching 5th and 6th grade 
until she became pregnant with Autumn and took 
time off to focus on parenting. Though reluctant to 
leave, she knew she was going to come back, and 
she did so,  working alongside Ms. Karen in the 1st 
and 2nd grade and this year teaching alongside Ms. 
Sheri who also teaches 1st and 2nd grade. Mr. 
Schilling  said that he and Jennifer "both hope to be 
teaching at AIE for as long as we can, and hopefully 
get a chance to teach Autumn.? 

Mr. Schilling loves how tightly knit the school is and 
tells his daughter ?how lucky she is to be blessed 
with so much love." 

We are blessed and honored with the service both 
Mr. Schilling and Mrs. Jennifer continue to give AIE 
and our students.

BRAD SCHILLING
BY SHAYLEIGH SMITH

Brad Schilling with his family, Jennifer and Autumn

Author Shayleigh Smith wrote this as a rising senior. 
She is also a member of the Dramatic Paws and the 
girls' basketball team. 



16 17

?The child has a mind able to absorb knowledge. He has 

the power to teach himself.? 

Marie Montesorri
The Absorbent Mind

Educational pioneer, Maria Montesorri, acknowledged the natural inclination of a child's mind to seek out and 
soak up aspects of her environment.  Beginning at birth, children are litt le sponges and this innate curiosity 
continues to greater or lesser degrees throughout life, perhaps somewhat dependent on the opportunities 
they are given to seek out areas of interest, as independently as possible.  

 While not a Montesorri room, in the strictest 
sense, AIE's Sponge Room operates in a similar 
fashion, allowing children to develop thoughtful 
concentration and engagement through 
self-chosen activities.  A core piece of our 
elementary and middle school programs, the 
Sponge Room is available to every student every 
day, and some pretty amazing things can happen 
there: a reassembled cow skeleton hangs in one 
such room, an artifact of not just the cow, but a 
child's curiousity and drive.  Although not all 
sponge projects are, or should be, as dramatic in 
presentation, they are all, potentially, as valuable.

One such project was that of Kenzlee Williams 
and Kylie Lunsford (pictured above).   They started 
their project just after Christmas, and took about 
two months to carefully research and recreate a 
replica of the ill-fated ship, the Titanic.  Kylie and 
Kenzlee were interested in both the interior and 
exterior of the ship, so they decided to make it in 
2 parts which would separate to display the 
interior. Together they created the exterior, but 
decided to divide in order to conquer the interior:  
Kylie took the boiler room & Kenzlee  the maids' 
quarters and a first class room.  

After finishing their model, they took it for its 
maiden voyage - crossing not an ocean, but a 
hallway, to visit Ms. Amanda's kindergarten class. 

"My class loved seeing what they created and 
learned.  After the presentation, I asked my kids if 

they would like Kenzlee or Kylie to help them create 
something in Sponge next year when they go to first 
grade.  Of course, many of them were excited about the 
idea.  One of my students suggested getting help making 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa," said Ms. Amanda. 

 In fact, several students visited Ms. Amanda's classroom 
this year.  They shared projects and science experiments 
that they created in Sponge, hopefully inspiring a new 
generation of creative thinkers.

Sponge Room teacher, Ms. Leeann Lawson, notes that 
many students had just gotten started on projects before 
the pandemic necessitated school closure.  "We really 
missed seeing the projects we knew were coming" and 
those that were still germinating in the minds of her 
young students.  Exuding the enthusiam to take a new 
journey with her young protegees, she said, "We are 
excited to see what our next year holds!" 

THE SPONGE ROOM
A TITANIC SUCCESS

GILLIAN LANGLEY
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When it finally came time to submit my research paper 

for regionals, I was anxious but I did not want to back 

down from this challenge. The whole experience, 

however, did not go as originally planned.  In March we 

were facing a global pandemic.  Now I worried that I 

wouldn't even get the chance to compete. NHD 

continued and the judges at regionals just looked at the 

projects turned in without face to face interviews. I was 

informed by Ms. Ayla that I made it to the state level and 

all the judges had wonderful things to say about my 

paper. Even with the nationwide quarantine that 

brought a lot of uncertainty to the world and changed a 

lot of plans, NHD still went on to state. They conducted 

my interview over Zoom. The day I found out the results, 

I can?t even express how happy I was. I placed  second 

place at the state level and was going to nationals! Even 

with everything happening in our world, I was overjoyed 

that the pandemic didn?t take away the experience of 

competing and I had an opportunity to grow and learn.

Although my paper did not place on the national level, I 

am so happy that I participated in National History Day 

because the experience prepared me for what will be 

expected of me the rest of my high school career and 

beyond. I am grateful I was able to represent (although 

virtually) our school statewide and all over the nation.

Each year, National History Day®frames students? research within a historical theme. The theme is chosen for broad application to 
world, national, or state history and its relevance to ancient history or to the more recent past. The 2020-2021 theme is 
Communication in History: The Key to Understanding.

"Shayleigh, a senior at AIE, participated in NHD as a junior.  She  
exemplifies the spirit of AIE in that she challenges herself to be her best, 

but does not compare herself to others. She is  compassionate and 

respectful to her peers and her teachers."  

Nat ional 
History 
Day By Shayleigh Smith

As a student at AIE since pre-school, I would 

hear bits and pieces about National History 

Day (NHD), but I did not decide to do it until 

this year, when I was sitting in my English 

class and I saw an opportunity for me to 

grow and challenge myself. National History 

Day, which has been around since 1974, is 

an academic competition for students from 

across the nation to produce research 

papers, documentaries, displays, webpages, 

or performances. Before I entered NHD, I 

didn?t perceive how much I would learn from 

taking part. The detail of research needed, 

the organization of said research, and the 

willingness to want to improve my work are 

all things I learned from being a part of 

NHD.

NHD offers an assortment of different 

mediums for your project and my decision 

was to write a research paper on the Berlin 

Wall. I started with a list of different topics 

that interested me. I narrowed my topic and 

chose to write about the fall of the Berlin 

Wall.  While I was researching, I was amazed 

by how many lives were impacted with the 

rise and fall of the Berlin Wall. Making sure 

to keep all the information in an organized 

fashion and typing up my paper with 

multiple revisions was a hard task but quite 

rewarding.
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Kindergarten didn?t end in normal fashion. Instead 
of celebrating, as a class, with graduation held on 
stage, we made a few changes to allow us to safely 
celebrate with our students.

 The date was the same, but the ceremony was a 
good deal different.  We invited each individual 
family to come celebrate the accomplishments of 
their graduate. In 20-minute increments, each 
family arrived for an outdoor ceremony where their 
child was given a cap and gown to wear, received 
their diploma and Bible, as well as a few special 
treats to wrap up our year. 

To help bring closure and a sense of cohesiveness,  
I created a video of our school year, including 
pictures from their time at home,  and gave that to 
each family. Mr Savage set up a banner displaying 
all of their names. This was a huge hit with 
picture-taking parents! 

To top off the day, we were able to hug each 
graduate. I knew I missed their hugs, but in that 
moment it meant so much more. Kindergarten 
didn?t end like we had hoped, but we were able to 
give each child a special day with tons of pictures to 
remember their COVID-19 Kindergarten graduation. 

One last surprise was sent to each graduate the 
following week, a photo of each graduate put 
together to make them a class picture. All in all, this 
was a special, although atypical, graduation day for 
each of my students and their families.

KINDERGARTEN
A NEW  NORMAL GRADUATION

MS. AMANDA WILLIAMS

Left: Ms. Amanda & Elam Roth carefully celebrate a job 
well-done.
Below:  Ms. T,  aka Teresa Roth, and Ms. Amanda mask up!
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A common sentiment that has been blasted across social 
media, heralded by every news anchor and repeated by 
just about everyone in the world is that 2020 has not gone 
quite as planned. For the graduates of 2020, nothing can 
be truer.

As a sentimental 8th grade teacher, I nix all talk of 
graduation until the end of the year, knowing that I am 
excited for my class to run through the highly anticipated 
and waiting doors of high-school, just as much as I am 
sorry to see them go. I wipe my eyes with pride as I watch 
them embark on their parade around the halls with other 
classes sharing the graduating glory. That was something 
we missed last year. One of many things we all missed.

It is so easy to get lost in the things we didn?t get to do 
together, to mourn the events that didn?t take place, the 
things we were looking forward to that were cut short by 
the COVID chaos. It is easy to feel cheated by the memories 
we didn?t get to make. But, it is just as easy for me to 
remember the amazing journey we DID get to share 
together. As I reflect on the last, it is not so hard to recall 
essays and science experiments, sponge projects and 
research, discussions, field trips, games, and so much 
more. Mostly though, I think about how much these 
students grew!

We 8th grade teachers have seen so many students step 
out of their comfort zone over the years and try new things, 
attempt new ways, improve, grow and evolve. Sometimes 
these guys stepped right back into that comfort zone when 
the going got tough, but, they did it! They tried! And that 
says a lot! They learned to embrace challenges and tackle 
difficult subjects one step at a time. Every one of them ran 
into something difficult, something tough, something they 
would have rather ignored or run from. But, I can honestly 
say that every one of them learned to overcome, to face it, 
learn from it, and overcome whatever IT was. They were 
rock stars this year, blazing their way into the next road of 
their journey, and leaving a life-size imprint in our hearts.

While we may not have been able to hug as tightly or stand 
as close, we are thankful, and PROUD, to have seen them 
off, to watch them walk the stage for a diploma, and greet 
their families as students a litt le older, a litt le wiser, and a 
litt le more ready for the daunting days of high school.

EIGHTH GRADE
A NEW  NORMAL GRADUATION

MS. JESSICA FOURMAN

Above: Ms. Jessica Fourman &  Sophia Alpiger
Below:  Ethan Abbott
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That Saturday afternoon, you arrive at The 
Academy and come in the front door, just like you 
have done so many days before, but that day, 
knowing you will leave, no longer a student, but a 
graduate.  You put on your gown, and try to get 
that cap to stay on.  You pick up your rose and find 
your place in line.  Ms Teresa begins playing the 
processional music, Mr Savage reads Oh, the Places 
You?ll Go, remarks are made, your teachers form a 
receiving line, your name is called, you turn your 
tassel?  just like usual for those who hold a 
diploma from The Academy for Individual 
Excellence.

Rewind the year that led up to that day. You walk in 
on day one. You are a senior. Your senior year. Fall 
semester is largely consumed by the Senior 
Production. You get to know some of the other 
seniors so much better. You all pull together as a 
class. Spring semester of your senior year begins 
rather metered, like the song in a Jack-in-the-box. 
You know exactly what?s going to happen, and 
exactly when it?s going to happen; but that 
seemingly only adds to the suspense. You continue 
moving forward - note by note through the song. 
The last field trip, the last Junior/Senior Night, the 
last Senior Lunch, the last 9 weeks, the last project 
due date, the last high school trip, the next note, 
the next note, the last week, the last day. You know 
exactly what?s going to happen and exactly when 
it?s going to happen, all just as planned and right 
on schedule - just like usual.

Well, not always. This year, Jack jumped out of that 
box in March.  Surely not, this isn?t the way it 
works, the song is not over, we?ll get going again 
and finish this tune just like usual. Maybe not, we?ll 
push some things back a litt le and still have all the  
senior year memories seniors at the Academy 
usually do. I guess not, there?s no putting Jack back 
in the box. It sure wasn?t like usual. That day in May 
that the seniors had looked forward to came, and 
went with only a vague, yet determined, promise 
that we will have a graduation? as soon as we can. 
May ended and June came. A date was set.  June 

GRADUATION 20 20
THAT DAY IN MAY...USUALLY, BUT NOT ALWAYS

MS. JULIE DYE
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ended and July came. Both the graduates and 
their parents were cautiously optimistic as the 
day grew nearer.

Finally, the week of graduation arrived. Senior 
Parent Dinner was on the Thursday night before 
graduation, just like usual? but it wasn?t like 
usual. Usually on that night there is a nearly 
combustible combination of anxiety, excitement 
and exhaustion that results in emotions 
erupting as giddiness or tears, in near equal 
measure. But this year wasn?t like usual. This 
year the seniors were more reflective. They 
appreciated the evening. They were thankful to 
have the opportunity to see each other, but the 
separation that usually follows the graduation 
ceremony had already occurred, although quite 
unexpectedly, four months earlier.

This year at graduation the seniors still came in 
as students and left as graduates. They still 
wore their gowns and traditional caps, but were 
also wearing an AIE mask. They entered to Ms. 
Teresa playing the processional music, delivered 
their rose and shared an embrace, but then sat 
with their family, who were an appropriate 
social distance from the other families. This 
graduation ceremony, like all of our graduation 
ceremonies, was for the parents, but this year 
that was especially true because no one was 
able to be in the bleachers. Family and friends 
were waiting outside the building to 
congratulate them.

We hold that ?It?s about the journey.? This part of 
the path, taken by the Class of 2020, wasn?t 
usual, but this part of their journey can serve 
them well. Some different lessons were learned 
this year. In addition to work ethic, engagement, 
accountability and compassion, they learned to 
appreciate what they have, to not take even the 
litt le things for granted. Prayerfully their lives 
will be enriched by this lesson, as well as by all 
of the lessons they gained during the part of 
their journey that they shared with us; just as 
we want that for all of you.

Graduation photos courtesy of Charles Main. 

Left, from top: Amanda Williams, CoCo McCrary, Matt Brangers, Tyler 
Pautsch & Trish Smith

Right, from top:  Drake Evans, Brooke Shaver
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A WAVE AND A SMILE
STAYING CONNECTED FROM A DISTANCE

CHARLES MAIN & GILLIAN LANGLEY

If there is one thing that sets AIE aside as an institution (and 
there?s not one thing, but if there were? ) it is the unique 
connection that our teachers have with our students.  

March 13th teachers and students headed home for what 
they thought would be a two-week hiatus that turned into 7 
months.  Teaching would go on, but it would not be in person.  

?Mr. Savage had met with students earlier in the day to 
reassure them and give them instructions on how to continue 
their studies on their own,? recalls teacher Mr. Charles Main.  
?Most members of the Academy staff fully expected that 
?school-from-home? would be short-lived.? 

When Governor Beshear declared that the rising 
spread of COVID necessitated  a longer shut-down, Mr. 
Savage went into action.  Mr. Charles recalls the 
response, ?to reassure our students and families that 
the school community would survive and we would be 
waiting for them.?  A plan was made, ?School staff 
would arrive early in the afternoon and park and wait 
in their cars, forming two parallel lines.  Parents would 
drive through the lot in a loop that would take them 
past all the teachers for ?a wave & a smile.?? 

Monday, March 31st, as planned teachers took their 
places and ?Mr. Savage greeted families and directed 
traffic from a lawn chair in the back of his truck as 
dozens of cars circled the lot for nearly three hours. 
(He also found time to do an interview about the event 
with Kayla Moody of Spectrum News.)  It was hard to 
tell who was enjoying the time most? the teachers or 
the students and their families. Students were sitting 
in the backs of their parents? trucks, hanging out of car 
windows, and standing up inside cars and vans 
peeping their heads out of  sun roofs - anything to get 
a better view of faculty and friends."

?Their smiles and waves were so uplifting," elementary 
teacher, Leann Lawson said. ?But it  was both a 
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but can find creative ways to keep our AIE family connections 
intact.  Even when space separates us, our love and 
commitment to each other will keep us connected. 

Photos courtesy of Robert Smith and Charles Main. 

Opposite page: Ms. Amanda and her crew welcome students from the bed of her 
truck. Ms. Cheek waves to Dylan Aarvig. Mr. Savage & Molly greet incoming AIE 
families. 

Above: Ms. Julie stands sentry over student portfolios.  Ms. Cindy gives a safe & 
distant friendly wave. 

blessing and a curse. I loved being able to 
see our kiddos faces after so many weeks 
apart! My struggle (the curse) was not 
being able to hug them. I am sure some of 
them needed a hug just as bad as we did.? 
Instead, they would settle for a much- 
needed virtual hug.

As the spring turned to summer, it became 
apparent that school would not resume in 
a face-to-face fashion.  Other events would 
be post-poned, or cancelled altogether.  
There would be no Junior/Senior Night.  No 
baseball or softball games. No high school 
trip.   Graduations would be altered. 

However, the drive through meetings 
continued. At the last one, students 
submitted their portfolios. They came 
ready and proud to submit the work they 
accumulated over their time at home. Ms. 
Ayla, who was 7 months pregnant at the 
last event and was very thankful for the 
nice weather that day, recalls how it felt to 
see her students after so much time apart: 
?I had been emailing them for so long, it 
was such a nice break to actually see their 
faces. While I enjoyed some aspects of 
teaching remotely, nothing can replace 
getting to see and work with students in 
person. It almost felt like no time had 
lapsed...apart from my much larger bump 
and their much longer hairstyles.? 

She also remarked on the quality of the 
portfolios students submitted: ?I wasn?t 
sure what to expect as I started sifting 
through their work. I was really impressed 
by what I saw. They really stayed engaged 
despite such a dramatic shift and their 
work demonstrated that. I know that 
learning from home presented them with 
many unique challenges, but you wouldn?t 
necessarily have guessed that when 
reviewing the work they presented.? 

While we are all hopeful that 
school-from-home will never be necessary 
again, we can be assured that our students 
and teachers can not only make it work, 
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A n U nprecedented Problem
Beginning in January, Ms. Gil started working with a crew to create the set, while Ms. Ayla, Mr. Mike, and Ms. 
Cooper gathered the actors and began the task of mastering a British accent, impersonating woodland 
creatures, and developing the personalities of the beloved characters in the well-known classic, The Lion, the 
Witch, & the Wardrobe. The Cast and Crew truly devoted themselves to the production and turned out in 
unprecedented numbers to create what promised to be a wonderful show.   Unfortunately, the pandemic 
took hold one week before their scheduled debut. 

A  Digital  Solut ion
Despite this major setback, students stepped forward to adapt their work for a socially distanced world. They 
created videos of themselves in character, sent in narratives of their experiences, and took pictures of their 
costumes to contribute to their digital production. Thankfully, they were able to have a dress rehearsal, so we 
do have images of many of our actors together and much of the set.  Ms. Ayla compiled these into a digital 
scrapbook and our thwarted thespians were able to "perform" online. 

We encourage everyone to view this scrapbook so they can see and appreciate the efforts of all of the 
Dramatic Paws. 

Websit e

tinyurl.com/LWWOnline

Password

LWWAIE2020

From the white lights of Broadway to the smaller stages throughout the country, many theatrical 
groups found themselves unable to bring to fruition their productions. The Dramatic Paws was 

amongst those. 

visit  

Narnia 
onl ine
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We often hear it said that something is so easy, it?s like breathing, but when the simple act of breathing 

becomes the thing that is suddenly and swiftly attacked, the definition for what is easy changes, too. We were 

all thrown into a new challenge - one we hadn?t navigated before: how to teach our students when we weren?t 

with our students. The spread of this new virus broke down the vehicles we were accustomed to using ...but in 

the end, it couldn?t change the map. As teachers, we knew the road before us still led to the heart of a child who 

wanted to learn. 

Many days, I?ve needed to tell the students in my classroom to ?take a moment and assess the situation before 

reacting...step aside, stop, and take a breath." When, on that Friday the 13th in March, the school doors closed, 

not knowing when or if they?d open again, I knew we were all just taking breaths. In and out. Together. It?s how 

we met every morning before this and it?s how I continued to meet them every morning after.  I was telling 

them, ?I know it looks difficult, and it may honestly be really difficult right now, but take a breath...slow 

down...we?ll get through it together.? 

I looked different: ?Mrs. Cooper totally did NOT do her makeup and hair this morning!? ?Yeah, I?m pretty sure 

she?s worn that shirt a few times this week.? The room was different: ?So that?s what Mrs. Cooper?s house looks 

like.? ?Sorry, those are my kids yelling in the background.? ?Awh! Her doggie is so cute!? The methods were 

different: ?Watch the video link I sent, respond as you can!? ?Mrs. Cooper, help! I can?t open your Sentence of the 

Day recording!? ?Send me a picture of your project!? But the road was the same: ?Can you give me any ideas for 

my creative project??, ?It?s been hard here at home, is it okay if I read the assignment this weekend?? and ?I 

could use some help with this grammar.? 

My organized, colorful classroom dissolved into weekly emailed assignments. My view of eager ?Good morning, 

Mrs. Cooper? - faces shifted to just my own face in morning video chats. The clamor of sharing their own ideas 

and thoughts was silenced as I sat alone on my sofa each afternoon, recording chapter after chapter of To Kill a 

Mockingbird. I imagined each one of them as Scout with her questions, and I, their Atticus, hoping they would 

believe that their dignity as a human being was matched only by how they treated the other person - every 

single other person - no matter the neighborhood they lived in, who they voted for, or the color of their skin. I felt 

my breath closing in as my reach seemed to shrink; was I losing them? The day social media suddenly lit up with 

the name, Ahmaud Arbery and the news headings with the question ?Why is this black guy running?? - the 

question asked by his murderers, was the same day my students would read of another black man being asked 

in a 1935 Alabama courtroom, ?but why, boy, were you running?? The wide open influence of my physical 

classroom shrank to nearly nothing. How will they be able to navigate all of this? Will they be able to draw the 

right conclusions for compassion and empathy? Are they even paying attention? I felt my voice losing its weight 

in the distance between us. 

Then I checked my emails. They were listening. They were thinking. They were questioning and growing. They 

knew it was their turn to learn, and they were inviting me to help lead the way to who they become. The road 

had not changed. With every completed  assignment, thoughtful journal entry, and accomplished project I 

received from them, these young men and women were telling me what I so often told them: ?C?mon, Mrs. 

Cooper - Take a minute. It?s going to be okay. We?re doing this together, remember? It?s as easy as breathing.? 

Ms. Cooper taught English to high school students and coached our young thespians.  Her work is used by permission. 

JUST BREATHE
A TEACHER HEEDS HER OW N ADVICE

KELLY COOPER
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Headings

Ethan submitted this personal narrative for his Written 
Project as part of the high school?s contracting system.

 

The United States declared a state of emergency on the 
6th of March 2020. Each individual state went into 
different types of lockdowns at different times. States 
like Kentucky did a relatively good job of shutting down 
non-essential businesses quickly. The many small things 
that most of us take for granted like being in a 
classroom can be taken away quickly when a pandemic 
strikes. 

On March 31st, my parents conversed with me about 
going to live at my sister?s. Both of my parents work in 
the medical field and my mom works as an ICU nurse. 
She was preparing for the day she had to take care of a 
COVID19 patient. She has grandkids she wanted to 
protect. 

On April 1st, I decided to start packing. I packed enough 
to last me two weeks at my sister?s new house. On April 
6th around 8:00 a.m. I realized what everyone was 
doing. The moving truck was here. As I came around the 
corner with boxes stacked against my chest, my mom 
made the comment ?how much are they charging you?? 
I just smiled and laughed, not realizing how much my 
life was about change when the truck was packed and 
ready to go. 

I had a new address. I had lived on the same street 
since I was born. It was all I ever knew. As we unpacked 
the moving truck, I watched my mom sit in her own 
truck. I could see the sadness unravel through her 
surgical mask. Her eyes filled with tears more times 
than I can count. I could see and, at times, even feel my 
mom wanting to be tired, exhausted, and thirsty like the 
rest of us who were helping unpack.  It was miserably 
hot for the beginning of April. The fabric of my shirt 
stuck to my skin from the constant sweat running down 
my back. As I walked up the truck ramp to grab the few 
remaining boxes, I took a deep breath and thought to 
myself, this is only temporary. 

I did not technically have a parent at home 
anymore. This was going to be the biggest test of 
self-accountability thus far. School work without 
a teacher would be an adventure and sticking to 
a good sleep schedule would become the 
centerpiece to coping with everything that was 
changing in my life. 

To my surprise, this pandemic did not impact me 
as negatively as I thought. I became closer with 
my sister, nieces, and nephews. I got to 
experience what ?college style? learning would be 
like. Since most outdoor activities were closed, 
we got creative with games and other ways to 
have fun at home. We tried to focus and reflect 
on how lucky our family was that we did not get 
sick or lose someone from COVID19. 

Most of us live life everyday doing what we 
WANT first and foremost. A lot of times this is 
not the same thing as what we NEED to do. 
When places open back up and life returns to 
normal, I hope we can cherish our 
?non-essential? outings and remember that 
they are not a necessity. I hope we focus back 
on family, God and life itself? how valuable it 
truly is.

Before all of this, we could not imagine a life 
without social gatherings. Bars, malls, coffee 
shops and restaurants were a regular part of 
our lives. Not only are people missing going to 
these places, but the simple human 
interaction that comes with these outings is 
simply not there or its extremely limited. We 
took simple face to face talks in the hallways 
of schools and supermarkets for granted. 
When we finally get these things back, I hope 
we really cherish them.   

CHERISHING THE ESSENTIAL
ONE STUDENT'S ACCOUNT OF LIFE DURING A PANDEMIC

ETHAN KLINGLESMITH
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Several months ago, I was approached by one of our staff who had been talking with a friend of hers about 
a system called Intelligent Social Media.  ISM had been developed for internal communications for 
businesses and was centered on safety and integrity of purpose, while using the internet as its tool.  I let it 
simmer in my mind for a few months and then, as I began to see the potential for its use in teacher training, 
staff/parent communications, and for increased student contact,  I got excited and dedicated to learning 
more.  The events of the spring  would push me to explore this program more actively. 

 As the pandemic hit, and I realized we were going to be separated from our students for a longer period of 
time than originally thought.  ISM showed a lot of potential; however, it was going to take time to learn how 
to transfer this program into one that would be as friendly to our school and needs as it had been for 
businesses.  

To make a long story short, which everyone knows is not my specialty, we did not get to use the program as 
we had hoped last year.  Our staff, however, began to learn about it and explore the possible applications 
for our program.  They were able to practice on a trial site and become somewhat familiar with its format 
and potential. This would prove to be advantageous.  The developers recognized our needs and began to 
adapt the program to suit our needs.  We were the first school to be able to use this secured site and 
become a model for how to effectively take it to other Christian schools.

Although we were not able to implement the program with the students last spring, we were able to start a 
trial run with Ms. Kathy Davids (Schuler), one of our 5th/6th grade teachers. She took the challenge and 
started experimenting with her home-bound class.  Being friends with the developer, she had firsthand 
knowledge of the program and, using this close connection, could help us work out problems as they arose.  

While I was initially excited about the ISM's potential to improve staff training, internal communication, and 
staff/parent communication, it has proven to be a great tool for a safe and secure on-line educational tool 
as well.  We will continue to work with it and learn its applications as it is modified to suit our needs, but as 
of now, we are jumping in with both feet.  

This fall we introduced this to the families of our entire student body and will have the opportunity to see 
the benefits.  A few of our students have chosen, for health and safety-related issues, to opt for education a 
home, on-line. This will give several of our teachers and students the opportunity to help us learn how to 
use the on-line education components of the program and will prepare us for the next, hopefully never, 
time we may need, as a school, to be held together by a screen. 

PREPARING FOR POSSIBILITIES
USING TECHNOLOGY TO CONNECT 

JOHN T. SAVAGE, PRINCIPAL

I am so thankful for my time at AIE, and the many fantastic teachers I had there. I 
went to college well-rounded and fully prepared for the challenge.  The writing and 

research skills I learned through NHD competition were very valuable in college. 
Thank you for always pushing me to be the best I can be.

Kevin Tobin '16

See more about Kevin in the Alumni Update section on page 5

Read up on NHD on page 17



28

The Academy for Individual Excellence
3101 Bluebird Lane
Louisville, KY 40299

Inside:
The family Berge adds a new 
doctor and moves into a new 
clinic. Check inside this edition of 

Cougar  Tracks to see what 
has been happening with 

your AIE Family!

Alumni:
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