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Alumni Updates 
Robbie Stephens' 03 earned his BA in Graphic Design in 2008 from U of L. He has been 
working in IT Support for KFC corporate since 2011. In 2020 he earned a Masters of 
Science in Digital and Social Media Management. He and his wife have" the most 
amazing daughter," Oakley, who is two. 

Michael Distler '06 is an enterprise software architect at the tech company, El Toro. 

Kat Havens Schultz '02 is living in Alexandria, Kentucky with her family. Madeline is eleven, William is four & 
Harper is two. She practices family law and estate planning. Her husband 
is a business consultant for Dot Loop. She is still close friends with Autumn (Sneed) Lopp and they get their 
kids together as much as possible, "when we aren't in a world pandemic." 

Sammi (Carson) Murrell '17 graduated Cum Laude in May with a BA in Public Relations 
from Northern Kentucky University. Before graduation, she was awarded the Fraternity 
and Sorority Life Fellowship Award, the Norse Violence Prevention Center (NVP) Teal 
Ribbon Award, and a Recognition Award for PR. She is now working through The Ion 
Center for Violence Prevention as the Project Coordinator for NVP. 

Patrick Cline '04 had been working at St. Margaret Mary for the last six years, but is 
currently helping his family get through some very trying times. He and his parents have 
always been devoted to the school and we all wish them our very best. 

Morgan(Mo) Lewis '13 has been doing great, working the last two years with toddlers at The Primrose School 
at Old Henry Crossing. During the pandemic Mo had lots of free time, so she trained and collaborated with 
professionals from around the world on the Rola Bola. 

Amanda (Savage) Williams '99 is starting her 18th year teaching 
Kindergarten at the Academy and says, "This year my brother Brandon and 
I will be taking on the Athletic Director responsibilities. This year we will be 
staying extra busy as all of my children will be playing sports at school. We 
are most excited that the 2 oldest will get to play co-Ed soccer together." 
Her children, pictured right, are Kenzlee, Braden & Lyla Kate. 

Eric Goff '10 has been working at Rainbow Design Services for almost 7 
years. Wife, Shelby Mikesell Goff '10 has been with Quest 

Diagnostics/Exam One for three years. Eden is 4 years old and 
attends Quala Care. Sven is one but will be attending Quala Care as 
soon as he turns two. 

Michael Redmon '09 is now working at UPS. He is a feeder driver, 
moving packages by semi-truck from one facility to another. 

Michael Black '13 is a married man! He and Macey tied the knot 
officially last fall, but had a more elaborate ceremony recently. He is 
working toward switching careers and going back to school. 

Arden Mynatt Stafford '11 and Colten live in Southern Indiana. We 
bought a house and live there with our three dogs. Arden has been 
working in the banking industry for last six years. 
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Brandon Distler '02 is in workforce management at Spectrum while also working on coding. He hopes to land 
a software developmentjob. 

Rachel Karrer Flack '07 married Kyle Flack in October 2020. Rachel works for 
Bright Horizons Family Solutions as an education and development specialist 
supporting curriculum for early childhood education programs across the US. 
Kyle is a professor and exercise and dietary science researcher at the 
University of Kentucky. They live in Lexington, KY and just had a baby boy! 

Noah Lauck '15 says, "I am currently living in White House, TN with my 
cousin Michael and recently graduated from Lipscomb University with a BA in 
Graphic Design." He has found a job as a graphic designer at Techno-Aide in 
Whites Creek, TN. 

Kevin Michels '18 is a dock worker at Averitt. Caitlyn-Nicole Harvey-Booker 

t"r,_ .. 

'19 is a party/event manager at Malibu Jacks and is attending Camp s 
University to pursue a degree in Pastoral Ministry. They were married July 10, 
2021. Mr. Mario officiated. 

Spencer Savage '08 says, "We have had a busy couple of years in the Savage 

household. We moved from Louisville to Lebanon, 
TN in 2019. Since then, we have experienced the 
birth of our second son, Cohen, who turned 1 in 
May. Callen celebrated his 5th birthday in May as 
well. I accepted a new position 3 months ago as the 
Retail Pharmacy Manager for Gibbs Pharmacy here 

••-- in Lebanon and Brittany and I celebrated our 11th 
wedding anniversary this past June." 

Christina Patterson '00 has had quite a life update, "I got married on May 29th! 
My husband's name is Donovan Wood. He is a juvenile public defender for 
Jefferson County. My husband moved to Louisville for his job at the Public 
Defender's Office and we met on Hinge. We basically dated during the pandemic, 
got engaged on Thanksgiving Day last year, and married by Memorial Day weekend! I am also currently back in 
college at Asbury University pursuing my degree in Social Work while also working for Elevate Dance Ministry in 
J-town where I teach ballet and contemporary. I also direct one of the studio's outreach locations in Shelbyville.
I lost my other job due to the pandemic last year but have just gotten a position in marketing and
administration for Freedom Lake Ministry. They help incarcerated men transition out of prison."

Sarah Ruzanka Hartman '01 and Corey just purchased a beautiful home 
on two acres in Eminence, KY. Their kiddos Evie (13), Lincoln (11 ), and Vivian 
(7) will be starting school at Eminence Independent in the fall.

Ross Epstein 'OS has been working remotely as a Full Stack Web Developer 
for about five years now. As well, he is performing at various renaissance 
festivals all over the east coast under the stage name "Luku the Mad Skald". 
He and wife Gwen Harp live in Eminence with their soon-to-be 10-year-old 
daughter Leota. 
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Kim Glover Mikesell '13 & Dean Mikesell '13 are doing great! They 
have a daughter now! Ameliah was born November 10th of 2020. Dean 

11111.,._.-,. left Air-Hydro Power after 6 years to pursue a career 
in carpentry. He is loving working full time for 
Kitchen Renew and it also opened the opportunity 
for Kim to stay home to raise their adorable little 
critter. Kim continues to be a power crafter and is 
most currently making large yarn blankets. 

Joe Mattingly '13 has a house and an adorable 
baby, Charlie! 

Bronte Murrell '13 graduated in May with a Masters in Urban & Regional Planning from the University of 
Colorado Denver. Since then she has moved back to Louisville and started a planning position with 
Clarksville, Indiana. You have seen her on local news channels promoting the Beat the Heat program 
funded through a grant from Indiana University. 

April Baker Hawkins '00 and her husband just celebrated their 20th year together! "Our kids are now 
13, 11, 8, and 6. We moved to Taylorsville about 3 years ago and have enjoyed sharing our land with 2 
Great Danes and 15 chickens! After staying home with the children for many years, I earned my real 
estate license and became a Realtor® in 2019. I enjoy helping clients buy and sell homes, as well as 
manage their investment properties in Louisville and surrounding counties. If you find yourself in need of 
real estate services, please don't hesitate to reach out to me at 502-475-4991 or email me at 
april@shawnhoglerealestate.com. I'd love to have the opportunity to serve fellow alumni and current 
families! 

Stephen Roth '99 says, "In August of 2020, our family 
moved out to the Taylorsville area where we had a home 
built by AIE alumnus, Josh Long. We are thrilled with our 
new home and fortunate to have started the build just 
before the pandemic sent building prices soaring. The three 
boys Jude, Nolan, and Elam are doing well and enjoying all 
the extra yard space. The boys love fishing and playing 
basketball. They have all the dreams and aspirations of 
becoming future Cougar players. My wife, Stephanie, is 
about to reach her 15-year anniversary working for 
Nephrology Associates of Kentuckiana where she recently took the role of Administrative Services 
Manager. I've been working as a Safety Manager for Whittenberg Construction Company for over 13 
years now. Chances are most people are familiar with one or more of the many projects our company 
has built around the city. One of the most recent projects I was able to be a part of was the new 
Louisville Botanical Gardens Classrooms. It is awesome to work for such a great company that gets to 
build such amazing projects. Counting our blessings! 

Justin Meredith '16 started working at the Fern Creek Kroger shortly after graduation. During his 3 1/2 
years there, he met many new people and enjoyed helping his customers. He recently accepted a 
position with JP Morgan Chase as a document processor. 
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Morgan Savage Andrews '01 says, "Wow! What a year! My family has 
had many changes, but none involving adding new kids! Our retail 
pharmacy in Jeffersontown, Hume Pharmacy, grew to the point that 
we decided to separate out the packaging department to be a long 
term care pharmacy. We are able to take care of those patients with 
the same hometown feel, but also meet their needs by packaging 
their prescriptions in convenient bubble packs! Also, when we were in 
the worst part of the pandemic, we decided to open a new entity 

called Andrews Medical. We are able to serve the community by offering rapid COVID testing and COVID 
vaccines. We also offer flu and strep testing and all other vaccines and hope to have educational classes, 
for topics such as diabetes, someday through this medical part of our business. As all other businesses, 
we are continuing to adapt during some tough times while keeping our customers our priority! My 
youngest of five will be starting at Al E this fall, but I know I will be sending her to the best kindergarten 
teacher, my sister, Ms. Amanda! That will be a huge transition, as I have had a little one home for 15 
years ... if you see me crying in carpool, you will know why! Hope everyone is doing well. Stop by and see 
me at the pharmacy some time. 

Laura Karrer Davis '04 and husband, Mike have a son, 
Dante. Mike & Laura met on a recreational soccer team in 
2016 and were married two years later. Dante was born on 
April 22nd of this year. "Yes," Laura says, citing the picture, 
"he was born with all that hair! He is now three months old 
and growing like a weed. He has started smiling at familiar 
faces, and last week he discovered his hands which have 
been fascinating to him." 
Laura graduated with her MBA in 2013 and is currently 
working at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital in the accounts 
receivable department as a Billing Specialist. 
She and Mike have a house in Georgetown and still have 
horses, miniature donkeys, and a miniature horse. Sadly, they 
lost their 16-year-old mare, Lilly and 22-year-old donkey, 
Dooley. 

Ayla Murrell '10 is happy to be back in the classroom at AIE after such a 
tumultuous year. With her this year was her son and sidekick, Auden. Ayla's 
favorite week, as always, was Spirit Week, and the week was made all the 
sweeter by scrounging up costumes for her little one as well. Maybe next year, 
she can get her husband, Alex, to join in the fun as well! 

Erin Renschler '13 is starting her second year as a middle school special 
education teacher for students with learning and behavior disorders. 
She just finished the first semester of her Masters at EKU for 
certification in Deaf and Hard of Hearing education. "My husband and I 
recently bought land and are in the process of building a home and 
(hopefully) expanding their family." 
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Tyler Boerste'13 is married. He and Alessa have a precious baby 
boy named Tyler, Jr. They call him TJ. 

Brandon Savage '98 and Leah started a farm Facebook page so people could enjoy seeing the animals 
while they were stuck at home due to COVID. The Sweet By and By Farm has received a lot of positive 
feedback and they are hopeful that it helped people during that time. 
This time last year Brandon was a sergeant for LMPD's Crimes Against Children Unit. Eight months ago 
he was transferred to LMPD's Professional Standards Unit - basically internal affairs for police policy 
violations. Then, Brandon says, "a sergeant position in our Mounted Patrol Unit (Police horse unit) was 
posted in early July. I applied and was selected to be the commander over it starting August 1st. I am 
really excited about the opportunity I have to engage the community in a positive way, while also riding 
horses." 
I'm feeling positive about the future! I still mow the grass at school, and along with my sister Amanda, was 
named Athletic Director for AIE this year. I still plan on coaching the high school basketball team and 
helping with baseball. The rest of the family is doing well. Leah is still in nursing and staying very busy. 
Daniel will be a junior this year and just got his driver's license. Jadon is starting high school this year and 
Haylee is going into 7th grade. Time flies by, enjoy your kids while you can. You will blink and they will be 
all grown up." 

Jeremy Nalley '03 says, "Things are going really well. My wife, Amanda, 
and I will be celebrating our 11th wedding anniversary in October. Our 
kids, Julie (9) and Kyle (4), are doing great. I have been accepted into U of 
L's School of Music and will be starting classes there this fall. I will be 
completing a Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy. My goal is to become a 
Certified Music Therapist and work with children. I just completed my 
11th school year as an Assistant Teacher for Jefferson County and Shelby 
County, Kentucky combined. I have enjoyed my time teaching, but I had 
to make the decision to not return next school year to allow time to 
complete my college degree. I am still the keyboardist/backup vocalist 
for the band, Captured: A Journey Tribute in Louisville. I also fill in for 
several country music bands around Louisville and Southern Indiana. 

Camellia (Coco) Mccrary '20 joined an improv group during 
her freshman year at college. "Im prov has been a great 
experience for me and has given me the opportunity to meet 
so many amazing people." 

Blane Mynatt '09 is working for JCTC in their Assessment and Testing office. He earned his BA in 
Organizational Communication and a minor in Marketing from Murray State University. In his spare time 
you can still catch him at a race track following any motor sports series around! 
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Mandy (Despain) Hall '99 and her productive 
progeny have continued to grow their small produce 
business for the past 8 years. Says Mandy, "We feel 
like this year, in particular, we've had a huge growth 
spurt. We meet many new customers each and every 
day. We planted 2,500 tomato plants this year, 
breaking any previous year's record. The boys hired 
their first official employee too. Their best friend, 
Kaleb, now works for them part time. This all started 

primarily as a way to teach the boys life lessons about hard work, to teach them practical life skills, and to 
provide a service for our local community. The boys are beginning to dream entrepreneurial dreams 
about growing this business into something that could provide a life for their future families. It will be fun 
to see if that happens. If they continue to have the attitudes toward it that they do, then they will only be 
limited by their own imaginations. If anyone wants to see more about the Hall Brothers and their 
business they can check them out on Facebook - Hall Brothers Produce. 

Courtney Savage Bartlett '03 says, "All is well in the Bartlett house. We 
bought 20 acres of land about 3 years ago out near my childhood home 
and have been cleaning it up and prepping it to grow hay if everything 
goes as planned. Hopefully we will be able to build a house on the 
property in the near future and I will get to fulfill my dream of designing 
my own home. Until then we will enjoy the closeness of living in a tiny 
home and being near family. Robert is still with River City Bank and I 
have switched from working nights with newborns to working part time 
in the front office at AIE. I started in the office this past January when the 
kids came back from the winter break. My kids and I have enjoyed 
getting to see each other throughout the day when they pass by in the hall and I have enjoyed being a 
bigger part of the Academy family. The kids are growing fast. Mia will be in 6th grade this year, Daphne in 
4th and Jackson in 2nd. If you haven't been by the school in a while, stop in and see me. We always love 
seeing familiar faces. 

Photo by Br\ZZY Rose & Ernrna 

BJ Duncan and Sara Berge '11 were married in September 
of 2020. They are living in Germantown and both working at 
the family veterinary practice, Gaslight Animal Hospital. BJ is 
also spending more time creating music and playing around 
town. 
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Connor Cunningham '17 has lots of exciting news! After graduation 
he attended JCTC to pursue a Commercial Photography Associate's 
Degree, but says, "Although I was learning the more commercial aspect 
of photography I always knew I wanted to go into sports photography 
and shoot for a team. Since JCTC doesn't have any athletics, I had to 
take it upon myself to contact local colleges to see if I could shoot 
some of their games." In 2019 he shot for a U of L football game. That 
was followed by a couple of shoots for Bellarmine, Thomas Moore & 
UK. In fall of 2020, he contacted the Director of Communications at 
Louisville City Football Club and they gave him a shot. "It went great," 
he says and soon after he started shooting for their sister team, Racing 
Football Club. "After shooting more and more, I've moved up to be the 
team photographer for both teams. It's been incredible and I've loved 
every second of it." 
But wait, there's more! Connor continued to take the initiative and, in May of 2021 he contacted the 
Director of Marketing at the Louisville Bats just to see if he could shoot a game or two for experience 
and (drum roll please) was offered the team photographer position. "Working with the Bats is a lot 
more marketing driven. Shooting actual game action is maybe 60% of my job. The rest is covering the 
atmosphere at the ballpark, partnership deals and working hand and hand with the media team. I love 
it and I can't wait to see what comes next." 
His photos have been posted on countless social media posts and published on CBS Sports, The 
Athletic, WDRB, Courier Journal, Cincinnati Reds and the Lexington Herald. 
If anyone would like to see Connor's work, visit his website: connorscamera.com 

"I will always be grateful for the education I received from AIE that 
gave me a solid foundation for success." April Baker Hawkins '00 

Joshua Hindman '13 was married in April 2021. 
COVID had other plans for their 2020 wedding. 
Meet his bride, Marissa. With them are his sister, 
Rebecca, '10 and Brother-in-law, Austin Price '09.
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Zach Wood & Candice '08 live in Oldham County with their two 
kiddos, Sadie and Leo, and their two Siberian Huskies. They enjoy 
hiking, traveling, renovating their home, and spending time with 
friends. 

John & Teresa Savage and all sixteen of their grandchildren. 
TTop Row: Maddox, Dan, Braden, Jadon

Middle Row: Kenzlee, Lincoln, Haylee, Sawyer, Lyla 

Bottom Row: Daphne, Mia, Cohen, Eden, Callen, Brinley, Jack. 
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In Memoriam 

Sonny Lampiasi 
Class of 2006 

I was working on the stage with a group of young thespians when Mr. Savage approached me to 
relay some very sad news. Sonny had passed. I remember being confused. What happened? What 
kind of accident took him at such a young age? Apparently Sonny had been sick for some time and 
eventually decided to decline further treatment. That sick pit of sadness set in, that we all feel at the 
loss of someone. Looking back, it seems oddly appropriate that I would be working on the stage 
when I heard the news because that's where I really got to know Sonny. He was always kind, but 
never really seemed to enjoy my English class; however, when he got on the stage, he lit up. I will 
never forget the sunny afternoon that Sonny and his cast mates and I played hooky (with permission 
of course) and went to Central Park in Old Louisville and filmed the black & white silent film sequence 
for Singing in the Rain. Sonny was such a ham. He donned a large swashbuckler's hat with a 
ridiculously flamboyant feather - lunging and parrying with his classmates, chasing them through the 
columns of the long stone pergola that stretches the length of the park. It was one of my favorite 
days ever. I will always remember Sonny fondly. 

Sonny was a brutally honest friend. He always saw past 
the surface of people's words and spoke plainly- with no 
alternatives. He was kind, loyal, protective and supportive 
to those he saw as friends and family. Regardless of the 
hardships of his personal life, he always wanted to do for 
others: to the point of neglecting himself. 

Sonny was a great friend who cared more for others than 
himself and left us because of it. The battles he faced 
everyday and overcame by helping others has earned a 
deep and solid impression in many hearts. 

As he always left a party without any commotion or 
notice, a true Irish Goodbye, because he was not 
bothered with drama. I still hurt and miss this unique 
man but now there is comfort knowing he's able to rest. 

- Michael Gerrie

-Ms. Gil
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Eli Bowman 
Class of 2008 

Eli Bowman had a dynamic mind and will to create, with a heart 
bursting at the seams with love and a body that transported him 
through a world of endless discovery. 

As a filmmaker, musician, and car enthusiast, among so many 
creative passions, Eli arduously pursued a life sworn to aesthetic 
principles. He found beauty in so many aspects of life, in ways no 
one else could see. He had refined, amateur methods of extracting 
something original out of the ordinary. Whether he was behind the 
camera, drifting around parking garages or standing in an open field 
to watch the sun slowly set, he never missed an opportunity to 
survey his surroundings for inspiration. He was an artist, something 
that others strive their entire lives to understand and awaken in 

themselves, and it was the most integral structure of his being. To watch him work was incredible, 
capturing the right angle, lighting, or snare tone, to see him actively experiment with his own judgement 
on a project repeatedly until a perfect balance presented itself. The challenges in his life were viewed as 
investments, circumstances to welcome and overcome, and then to indulge in the fruits of his labor. 

Eli was an essential component of FirstBuild, a community-driven, engineering and high-tech haven. He 
excelled there, working alongside like-minded designers and inventors, collectively striving to export 
innovative ideas into a physical reality. He had such a sharp mind, highly admired by his peers for his 
thoughtful criticism and fluid critical thinking. 

He constantly meditated on the deeper-roots of experience and existence: the relationships between 
contrasting notions and their converging points, harmony and discord, always examining the world 
through a different lens to better understand his place in it. These exercises in thought, often brewed in 
the company of friends, stoked his imagination to a heightened degree, culminating in a sense that his 
creative output had limitless potential. 

As much as Eli enjoyed his passion projects, his professional life and theories about the cosmos, he 
reveled in the times where he could turn it all off, jump on a skateboard and surrender to where the 
night would take him. It was moments like these, whether at the skatepark or while red-lining rpm's, 
that the second he landed the kickflip or engaged the clutch, he was defining what it means to be truly 
free- allowing velocity, spontaneity and grit to write the rulebook for his life. 

It is difficult to describe how beloved Eli was to his family and friends, and just about anyone he 
connected with. Whoever got to hear him laugh and laugh with him or catch him recklessly expressing 
himself in good humor are genuinely fortunate. 

Eli was a very special person in this world, who will be deeply missed and never forgotten. 
- Ben Davis
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Brandon Chasteen's life, both his career and his 
family, is interwoven with AIE - and it has been a 
tremendous success for everyone involved. He has 
taken the lessons learned from his time at the 
school and used them on his journey. 
When Brandon began his education at AIE, it was 
truly a family affair. His mother, Lisa Chasteen, 
worked in the office with Mrs. Teresa for twenty 
years and helped keep the financial affairs of the 
school in order - never an easy task! His father, 
Marshall Chasteen, was constantly involved with the 
school, often providing wonderful food from his 
restaurant, Bootleg BBQ, for any number of school 
functions - including basketball games, school 
auctions, Fall Festivals and other events. Brandon 
grew up around the school, surrounded by his 
teachers and classmates who he considered to be 
extensions of his family. 
Brandon graduated from AIE in 1998. He then 
attended the University of Louisville and Freed 
Hardeman, pursuing a dual degree program from 
the schools. He then attended graduate school at 
UL, received a combined Masters in Industrial 
Engineering and Masters in Business 
Administration. He graduated with his 

Brandon 
Chasteen 

By Dennis Murrell 

Brandon outside the Of' Shack with 
Marshall, his father. 

undergraduate and his two master degrees in 2005. He was able to attend and obtain all of these 
degrees on full scholarships. One of those scholarships was from General Electric, who provided a 
fellowship in Reverse Logistics & Process Control Systems. During his graduate training, he "may" have 
set a record for co-op assignments for GE. 
Following graduation, he was accepted into GE's world-famous management training program. As part 

of that program, his initial rotation was in Illinois and he was then subsequently assigned to the GE 
Appliances division in Louisville. Following completion of that training program, he was assigned a 
management position at Appliance Park, focusing on lean manufacturing at the distribution center - a 
two million square foot distribution warehouse. Brandon was poised for a long and successful career 
as a GE engineer and manager. However, the opportunity to work and lead the family business 
intervened. 
His father, Marshall, had worked with a business partner to grow Bootleg into a successful business 

out of essentially a small out building in Mt. Sterling (affectionately referred to as the "01' Shack") but 
had always dreamed of having a proper restaurant. At the same time, Brandon was looking for an 
opportunity to build and grow a team that embodied the values he had learned in his educational 
journey and his experiences with GE. With the opportunity to combine these two dreams, Brandon left 
GE in 2013 to take on the role of running Bootleg. 
He entered this journey supported by members of his AIE "family": he recruited former classmates Pat 
Despain, Kris Caufield and Drew Hannah to join him in the Bootleg management team. This continued 
a long tradition of AIE students and graduates working at Bootleg. The number of those students who 
have worked at Bootleg over the years are too many to count but include the Blandfords (yes, all four 
Blandford kids worked at Bootleg - Josh, Adam, Paul and Ashley), Emily and Lauren Rowe, Chris and 
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Beth Lankford, Amanda and Patrick Kinsella, Seth 
Blake, Shelby Goff and Shannon Dye. 
The challenges faced by Brandon and his new 
management team were significant. As Brandon 
notes, there is no "blueprint" on how to run a 
homegrown business. This team worked tirelessly 
to build a new organizational structure, modernize 
the operating system, and then set out to build the 
new brick and mortar restaurant from the ground 
up. They did all of this while maintaining the 
service, quality and friendly attitudes for which 
Bootleg had become famous. Brandon compares 
the effort to accomplish these many challenges 
while continuing the existing operation to 
"rebuilding an engine while speeding down the 
interstate at 70 miles per hour in the rain." He has 
been impressed by the ability of his "Dream Team" 
to accomplish these goals. 
It took some time, but Brandon and the 

management team were able to build the new 
restaurant while continuing to operate out of the 
01' Shack. The new restaurant, which is many, 
many times larger, opened in 2019. The new 
building drastically increased the capacity and 
enabled the restaurant to be more flexible and 
responsive to their customer's needs - which 
became critical during the shifts in consumer 
needs during the COVID pandemic. Bootleg 
continues to be a vibrant and growing business. 
For example, every Superbowl, they serve over 
35,000 wings, along with over 20,000 wings each 
Christmas and Derby and about 300 smoked 
turkeys for Thanksgiving. 
In addition to managing his Dream Team during 

all of this change, Brandon was at the same time 
beginning a new relationship that is also changing 
his life. Four years ago, he began dating Lilly, an 
Acute Crisis Therapist at Seven Counties and, in 
Brandon's words, "an all-around awesome human 
being." Those four years have seen so many 
challenges, especially building the new restaurant 
while operating the existing location and then 
keeping that new restaurant open during a global 
pandemic. They are celebrating successfully 
navigating those challenges with their wedding 
this fall! 
Brandon credits his ability to successfully navigate 

the challenges in his journey to the lessons he 

learned from his AIE family. As Brandon 
explains, "I think often about how progressive 
AIE was in creating and cultivating an inclusive 
and inviting environment for all different kinds 
of learners. One thing I've seen through the 
years is just how important it can be to 
appreciate that someone might see things 
differently than you do, and how effective it can 
be to consider those vantage points and to be 
adaptable in your own approach, in order to 
reach common goals together. There's rarely a 
One Size Fits All solution to most problems 
(many ways to skin a cat), and perhaps no more 
critical a place and time to consider this than in 
the educational sphere, where kids are just 
starting to figure out "how" best they learn, and 
"why" learning can be such an important 
catalyst for identity and growth. When I think 
back to things like Rote, or Basics Sheets, or the 
Sponge Room, or Contracting, it really strikes 
me just how "ahead of the curve" AIE was in 
adopting and developing new techniques and 
approaches in order to engage students in the 
learning process from different "vantage points" 
to help identify what method(s) might work best 
for an individual, and to help them to learn 
more about themselves - not just the material -
while they're at it. 
To this day, it's still always really cool to see that 

spark of passion ignite for someone when a 
concept finally "clicks" and makes sense to them 
for the first time - I saw that happen routinely 
through my years at AIE, and am very thankful 
for being able to not only witness, but also to 
participate in, that experience first-hand from a 
very early age." 

Dennis Murrell is a 
biased narrator. He 
had the opportunity to 
coach Brandon on one 
of his first teams and 
has always been 
impressed with his 
work ethic and 
humanity. "I have been 
truly fortunate in that 
we have stayed in touch 
over the years and I can 
proudly claim him as a 
good friend today." 
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Morgan Savage 
Andrews is a 
2001 graduate of 
AIE. All of her 
children attend 
the Academy. She 
is also a child of 
John & Teresa 
Savage. For more 
on Morgan, see 
page B of the 
Alumni Update. 

Better Together 

Madison Clan &Jenna 
Davis graduate from the 
8th grade. 

The pandemic has presented challenges all over the globe and AIE was not immune to 
facing these challenges this past school year. As parents and staff, we know that AIE 
only works if we have the togetherness of a family. However, the nature of the spread 
of COVID was threatening that togetherness. Normally, our focus at the Academy is 
on the "whole" child and meeting all of their needs as individuals, but within minutes 
and days, we were having to make unprecedented decisions that focused on physical 
safety first. We were having to implement procedures and protocols that went 
against the Academy way of peers helping each other in groups and older students 
mentoring the younger ones. It seemed as if in seconds, our whole philosophy was 
turned upside down. Or was it? We, as parents and staff, now had the opportunity to 
teach an entire school of children how to face adversity the Academy way, together. 

As we would discover, though, and despite our desires, this togetherness would not 
always mean that we would be together in the same location. We would soon realize 
that our togetherness would need to be a unified approach towards educating our 
kids. I was blessed to be able to experience this effort from several vantage points. 
Four of my children attend the Academy, and I also did some substitute teaching 
during this time. I was able to see challenges that the children, staff, and parents all 
faced. 

There were times when, due to circumstances beyond our control, the students had 
to learn from home. Binders and paperwork were sent home for the kids to organize 
and manage. ISM, a new computer platform, was implemented for kids and parents, 
most of whom had never experienced on line learning. Video calls were conducted as 
a way of allowing students to still feel somewhat connected. Parenting during the 
pandemic took on a whole new meaning. Parents with full time jobs now had to 
become part time teachers when they got home, making helping with school work 
seem overwhelming. Some stay at home parents wanted more work for their 
children because they were there to guide them and help them through the day. So, 
as we took a breath, we did what we always do at the Academy and allowed for an 
individual approach to each student. "Do your best," we said. "Push your limits," we 
said. "Do what works for you," we said. Our philosophy had not changed. It is 
applicable throughout all circumstances and throughout life. Many students that 
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graduate from the Academy get to learn this as 
they go off to college or into their workplaces. 
They see their natural work ethic kick in and make 
them valuable. They notice their compassion 
towards their fellow employees in the workplace. 
They finally realize that the Academy way was not 
limited to the school environment. 

The students we had during the pandemic were 
able to learn that doing things the Academy way is 
about doing your best, no matter what situation 
you are thrown into, and that your best is good 
enough. At-home learning this past year for our 
students included some papers, some projects, 
and some open-ended learning. We encouraged 
parents to make cooking, woodworking, and 
sewing all things that were part of learning. There 
was "schoolwork" to be done daily, but what 
lessons could be learned along the way? How 
could you continue to promote life-long learning, 
as we do at AIE? We parents rose to the occasion 
and did the best we could, even though for each of 
us, that looked very different! But, maybe in this, 
we were able to experience some of what our kids 
go through on a daily basis. We faced challenges, 
we had to adapt, and, even though we were 
pushed outside of our comfort zones, we had to 
allow ourselves to realize that our best was good 
enough. 

As we know at AIE, though, family needs to be 
together physically as well. My kids would say, "I 
just want to see my friends!" So, we also worked 
diligently to put safety protocols in place. Dividers 
were set up, bathroom schedules were made, 
desks were spread apart, sanitizing schedules 
were implemented, all so we could be back 
together. And though we had to separate a few 
times and implement at-home learning, the goal 
of the staff and administration at AIE was always 
to bring the students together again. At AIE, 
convenience was never our priority, but rather the 
students were always at the forefront of our 
minds. Teaching during a pandemic brought it's 
own set of challenges, with the new protocols of 
sanitizing, keeping students separated, keeping 

masks on, and implementing bathroom schedules 
now taking a great deal of time. Teachers' attention 
had to be split between physical safety and 
education. With masks on, we didn't always get to 
monitor the students' emotions as they would get 
frustrated or have a breakthrough learning 
moment. We missed their smiles and their knowing 
glances. We realized just how much we count on 
the emotional connections to our students to really 
"know" them and help them grow. This was 
frustrating for teachers and, at times, 
disheartening, but we kept going, one day at a time. 
The students often seemed more adaptable to 
these changes than we expected and that was a 
pleasant surprise that allowed us, as teachers, to 
keep moving forward. We found that, in attitude, 
they would follow our lead, and if we showed them 
that we could approach these new situations with a 
positive outlook, they too would have that same "I 
can do this" attitude. 

We are blessed to have had such great support of 
staff and parents at AIE this past year as we all 
navigated this difficult time. With the new school 
year upon us, both teachers and parents are hoping 
to be back to a sense of normalcy in our hallways 
and classrooms at AIE. While I hope that our 
schedules and our classrooms are back to normal, I 
also hope that what we value is a little different 
than normal. Never would anyone ask or hope for 
the circumstances that took place during the 
pandemic. But, as with all trials in life, we cannot 
control what happens to us but we can control 
what we choose to do with it. What will we take 
away from this past year? Will we value a smile 
more? Will we hold a friend a little tighter? Will we 
notice more when others are down? Let's make a 
choice to NOT go back to normal, but rather let's be 
better than normal. Let us continue to work as 
teachers, parents, and students to help each grow 
and become better human beings every day. And 
let us realize that no matter what we are doing or 
where we are, at AIE we are always better and 
stronger together. 
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THe SUPPeR SQUAO ! 
By Gillian Langley 

As a student, the high school lunchroom was 
never my favorite place to be. In fact, the dread I 
had of trying to find a place to perch with my 
unwieldy tray usually sent me to the bookstore 
where I bought a Snickers and ate in the stairwell 
of the gym. Oddly enough, it was there that I 
made some of my longest lasting friendships. 
Sort of a Breakfast Club of kiddos who also wanted 
to avoid the chaos and cliques of high school. 
Happily, students at AIE are subjected to less of 
this stress. Teachers sit amongst the students, 
encouraging interaction and discouraging 
foodfights, and in this more civil situation, 
friendships sometimes blossom there between 
folks who might not have hung out together. 
Sometimes, they are much longer-lasting than the 
communal half-hour. Recently, it came to my 
attention that one such group of friends is still 
going strong: The Supper Squad, the members of 
which are Emma Kozak, Brooke Caudill, Brooke 
Worthen, and official organizer Tyler Hazelwood. 

Emma & Brooke C had been classmates since the 
fourth grade, and were joined by Brooke W in the 
8th grade. They had been melded together by the 
mysterious factors that make young people 
friends, and were often tablemates at lunch. One 
day, however, during junior year, Tyler joined 
their group. A very quiet soul, by nature, he 
would become the element that alloyed them 
together and forged their continued friendship. 

The nascent club was initiated by Tyler at Senior 
Parent Dinner when he passed around a piece of 
paper asking for phone numbers of those who 

would like to stay in touch. Initially it was an 
extension of the lunch table, but when work 
schedules no longer allowed for lunch dates, 
they transitioned to evenings and officially 
donned the name, the Supper Club. 

Tyler doesn't say much reflects Brooke C., "but 
when he does, it's funny!" Not a gregarious soul 
by nature, he organizes each event in a likewise 
fashion. "I think that simplicity made it work," 
says Holly Caudill, Brooke's mom. "No small talk 
or asking for their thoughts or suggestions- just a 
group text each month stating a time, date and 
place for Supper Squad and they all show up. 
Simple as that!" 

"I was both surprised and excited when I found 
out that Tyler had started Supper Squad," says 
his mom, Angie Hazelwood. "He loved AIE and I 
knew that graduating was going to be a huge 
change for him." Holly agrees, "I knew that 
staying in touch would mean a lot to Brooke. I 
loved that it seemed to make leaving school a 
little easier knowing that they would have a 
standing date each month." 

"I remember feeling honored to be invited but 
also being confused,' recalls Brooke W. "Tyler and 
I never really had any kind of friendship outside 
of the lunch room so I had no idea why he would 
even want me to be a part of the group. I 
thought to myself 'This won't last, we'll all get 
busy, he'll forget about it, surely he'll get sick of 
us'. I was very wrong." 
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Asked why he started the club, 
Tyler responded, "I wanted to be 
with my friends more often. It's 
like having a monthly reunion. I'd 
like others to join us." 

"I think Supper Squad is really 
awesome," says Emma Kozak. "It's 
a fun way to meet up with my 
friends and have some really 
good food." Brooke C. agrees, "It 
helps us keep in touch even after 
high school." Emma adds, "Almost 
like still having Senior Lunch like 
we did back at AIE." 
"Over these past two years 
Supper Squad has been the 
highlight of my month," says 
Brooke W. "It's been a great way 
to just get out of the house, 
laugh, and have a good time with 
my friends." 

The creation of Supper Squad is a 
happy respite for the parents, 
too. "It's important to me, too," 
says Angie. "I get to hang out and 
talk to the other moms each 
month. I'm really proud of Tyler 
and so thankful that he had this 
brilliant idea!". 

Even with the interruption necessitated by COVID, Supper Squad is still going strong. Though they live 
in different parts of town, that eagerly awaited ping from the phone brings them together each month. 
"AIE was once what brought them to the table, now it's Tyler's monthly text. I love that AIE fostered a 
bond between these kids that became important enough for them to work to stay in touch." 

This article came about because former AIE teacher, Hannah Troyer, dropped me an email about The Supper Club. I was so glad to 
hear about this and get the chance to share it. I never would have known about this if not for her! If you have an idea about an article 
we can include in Cougar Tracks, please let us know! 

Cougartracks@aiexcellence.com 
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Teacher Profile 
Jeanne Mynatt 

By Gillian Langley 

Jeanne Mynatt with Blane, Arden, Colten & Craig. 

An 18-year old high school graduate walked through the doors of Quala Care Preschool in August of 
1985. She was very appropriately dressed for an interview. Young, but determined, she had taken the 
initiative and was dropping by local preschools hoping to find a job in a field she dearly loved. "She 
asked if we were hiring." Mr. Savage replied, "If you can go home and change clothes and come back, 
you can start today!" 

"That's exactly what I did," Ms. Jeanne Mynatt recalls, "and I'm still here!" 

Ms. Jeanne's dedication to child care started at a young age. Babysitting at the age of 13, she worked 
weekends and all through the summer taking care of several families in her neighborhood. "I loved 
children," Ms. Jeanne acknowledges, "and that's what I knew I wanted to do with my life." 
"Her dedication is noticeable everyday," says Jessica Fourman, an AIE teacher and parent of a 
preschooler, "She guides them and prepares them for 'big kid' school. She rejoices in their milestones 
right alongside them - whether it is learning vowels and consonants or how to hold a spoon. She 
helps parents muddle through their own milestones, too." 

"I was taught by the best," says Ms. Jeanne. "Mr. Savage and I worked together and, boy, did I learn a 
lot!" Her training cultivated an appreciation for the techniques and methods of Qua la Care; 
techniques which aim to provide an atmosphere for developmental growth of the whole child, and 
promote spiritual, moral and ethical growth and positive self-image. Ms. Teresa, who was only days 
away from giving birth to her daughter Courtney, that August in 1985, expressed her immense 
appreciation of Ms. Jeanne's dedication to the mission of Qua la Care; dedication which would 
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ultimately lead to her promoting Jeanne to 
director of the preschool, a role Ms. Teresa, 
herself had held. "Needless to say, taking the 
reins from Miss Teresa was a big responsibility, 
but I was lucky enough to have my sister, Miss 
Dawn, become assistant director soon after. 

In fact, over the years, Miss Jeanne has been 
surrounded by many family members who have 
also been dedicated to providing physical, mental 
and emotional nurturing to the tiny tikes who 
have scampered through Quala Care. Her 
mother, Mrs. Jeanne worked at Back to Basics as 
a teacher's aide. Her grandmother, Miss Jan, was 
also a teacher's aide and a cook who was famous 
for slapping together some tasty PB &j's. She 
worked there until she was 76 and poor health 
forced her reluctant retirement. Her sister, Dawn 
Gordon, who has been with Quala Care since 
1989, is, MissJeanne says, "truly my right hand." 
Eventually, even her children, Blane & Arden, and 
her niece, Shelby, all graduates of Qua la Care and 
AIE also joined the crew, working in summer care 
and the preschool and, Mr. Savage says, "showing 
the same dedication." 

Then there is Craig, her husband of 34 years. 
They were dating that summer in '85 and were 
married the next year. "Who married us," Miss 
Jeanne teases. "Mr. Savage!" He and Ms. Teresa 
also sang at their wedding. Craig too, has done a 
great deal to support both the preschool and AIE: 
building the stage, helping with maintenance and 
the extensive remodeling that was required to 
turn a former vocational school building into a 
welcoming, orderly & attractive environment. 

One would be remiss, however, in failing to 
acknowledge Ms. Jeanne's famous hugs. "Ollie 
loves to get a 'big squeeze' from Miss Jeanne," 
says Ally Wroblewski, parent and AIE staff 
member. And Miss Jeanne loves it back, 
"Greeting the children and getting those morning 
hugs are just the best gift any teacher could 
receive!" 

Miss Jeanne's love for the preschool is not just 
aimed towards the hearts of the children. "She is 

just as much a blessing to the parents as she is 
to the kids," acknowledges Ally. "Her smiling face 
greeting us in the morning always helps me feel 
a little more calm, even when I am falling in the 
door, stuff spilling out of my hands, my hair all 
over the place." 

Ms. Jessica recalls first sending her son to 
preschool, "He cried and cried, until Jeanne 
hugged it all away - oh wait! That was me! I was 
the kid crying! As a parent sending her little one 
off to school for the first time, I had all those 
niggling thoughts in my head, all the worries, 
and all the fears - until Jeanne. She has one of 
those spirits that reaches out to the hearts of 
parents and grants them the grace to rest easy 
knowing their child is safe and their child is 
loved. She understood my feelings as a parent 
and taught me how to embrace them while also 
giving my child room to soar; because that is 
exactly what they do under her care. They grow 
and develop in such noticeable ways - brimming 
with confidence and assuredness, with 
newfound independence, with a sense of 
engagement and participation, with compassion 
and kindness - that presents a firm foundation 
for the rest of their lives." 

Ms. Jessica continues, "There is nothing that can 
warm a parent's heart more than watching their 
child walk toward her with a smile - and then 
pick them up at the end of the day to see an 
even bigger smile on their faces. She leaves a 
lasting impression on them. She becomes their 
teacher, their friend, and their mom at school. 
You know they love her when they want to 
message her on the holidays, just to show her 
something 'Ms. Jeanne will love!' Or want to 
share with her something new they learned 
because 'Ms. Jeanne will be proud of me."' 

She aptly concludes, "Miss Jeanne is one of those 
people who enters your life and leaves a mark, a 
glowing mark of love and kindness." 
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Sher DeSpain 
By Teresa Savage 

In March of 1987, Sherry Despain walked through 
the doors of Back to Basics (the original AIE 
program) and Quala Care Preschool. Mother of 
eight children, she was looking for a school for her 
two youngest children, Mandy and Pat. The kids 
started school and she started working with us. 

Through the many years, Ms. Sher, as she is fondly 
referred to, held many essential roles, which 
included cleaning, teaching at the preschool and 
serving as the school receptionist in the front office 
- a welcome smiling face greeting us each morning.

Miss Sher did not come alone. Eventually eight 
members of her family would become vital 
employees of our school. Daughters, Miss T 
(recently retired) and Miss Carrie (Mr. Savage's 
administrative assistant) found great comfort in 
having Mom close by. Additionally, nineteen 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren would 
follow as students, many of whom graduated from 
AIE. 
Miss Sher & I worked side-by-side at Quala Care for 
many years. In her role as preschool teacher, she 
enjoyed working with Miss Jeanne and her other 
colleagues, taking care of her three-year old 
"Panda Bears," and lunching on Mrs. Jan's peanut 
butter and Hershey sandwiches. 

Sher has always loved to be involved in the school's 
activities: Senior Parent dinners, graduations, 
decorating for Junior Senior events, working Fall 
Festival's, and putting together elaborate displays 
with her sister, Shirley, for the yearly scholarship 
auctions. She was a constant supporter we could 
count on. Not only was she a valued employee, 
she became a trusted friend to myself and Mr. 
Savage, as well as to many of the staff. She could 
always be counted on for a good "Hug"! 

In 2019, Sher celebrated 30 years of service with 
AIE and announced her retirement. As 

Miss Sher, center, with daughters 
Teresa Roth & Carrie Lauck, who 

also work at AIE. 

heartbroken as we were, we knew she would 
always be with us in spirit. However, the next 
year as the need for extra help in the office 
arose, she came back part-time to give us a 
helping hand. COVID caused her to have to 
return to home, but she has never been far 
away. When talking to her recently, she said, 
"The day I walked through those doors and 
started this journey changed my life forever." 

Thank you, Miss Sher, for believing in us and 
our mission. Your presence here at AIE will 
never be forgotten. 
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Teresa Roth 

Miss Teresa Roth with Miss Amanda 
& Ellie Butler 

By Gillian Langley 

"My mom has a lot of kids," Katie Roth states 
bluntly, but playfully. "Eight that she gave birth to 
and hundreds more she helped raise in the 
classroom and beyond." For the record, Katie is 
correct. She and her siblings, Jeremy, Christopher, 
Stephen, Jill, Max, Adam & Alex share one 
amazing mom with a plethora of children who 
have been in her care or have been friends to her 
children. 

"I've always thought of my mom as a nurturer," 
says Stephen, "and I think that best describes her. 
I can't remember a time growing up when mom 
didn't have a small child clinging to her or 
following close by. The role of nurturer and 
mother was not just a role she played at home, 
but also in her career at Quala Care and AIE." 
Katie remembers, "the first time I was old enough 
to really appreciate the way she teaches and cares 
for a classroom of children, I was in awe of her. 
She has this way of understanding the unique 
style every child learns (academics and life skills) 
and finding a way of teaching that makes sense to 
them. She taught them with the love and kindness 
you would normally only expect from family." 
Teresa Roth (aka Ms.T or, simply, T) and her 
husband,Joe, became involved with AIE many 
years ago through her mother, Miss Sher who 
worked in the preschool, cleaning and then 
teaching. Like her, Teresa fell in love with the 
school's approach, "I quickly realized that Quala 
Care is not just a daycare. A two-year-old can learn 
how to recognize letters and numbers with the 
help of, not only their teachers, but their 
classmates." She was hooked and knew she 
wanted her kids to be there. 

"All I ever wanted to do was be with my kids," 
Teresa continues, "This was the perfect solution 
for me. I knew I could take better care of my kids 
than anyone and I wanted to give other parents, 
who didn't have a choice, that kind of care for their 
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child." 
Teresa was an integral part of the preschool and 
loved it. She worked there for fifteen years, 
dispensing love, hugs & structure, but when the 
opportunity came along to help out in the 
Kindergarten, she jumped at it. 

"Working with Ms. Amanda was among my most 
rewarding times at AIE. I have always felt I was 
blessed with more patience than the average 
teacher due to the number of children I have 
raised, but Amanda made me look like a rookie!" 
she admits. 

Amanda and Teresa worked well together, "a great 
team," says Amanda. "She knew exactly what I 
needed and would step in and help without me 
having to tell her." As with her time in the 
preschool, Teresa was an invaluable part of the 
AIE family. Amanda recalls Teresa not only helping 
her teach the tiny Kindergarten scholars, but 
helping her raise her children as well. 

Since one of the perks of being a teacher at AIE is 
having your babies in your classroom, Amanda's 
girls, Kenzlee and Lyla were the recipients of 
Teresa's love and care. "All of my kids, but 
especially my girls, have a special bond with her. 
She did everything a mom would do each day." 
Rocking them, encouraging them, and crying with 
their mother when they went to preschool. Both 
girls say that Teresa was like a second mom, 
taking care of them, listening to them, and, Lyla 
says, "giving me presents for my birthday." 
Kenzlee remembers the "most amazing warm 
hugs. She would take care of me like her own 
child." 

Courtney Savage Bartlett is another of the many 
AIE faculty and staff who have had the privilege of 
having Teresa be their children's teacher, but 
Courtney has an added layer of connection. She 
was not only in her care as a child, in preschool, 
but also grew up with her daughter, Jill, and then 
became a co-worker. "T has been a part of my of 
my life for as long as I can remember. So many of 
my childhood memories were made in her care, 
both at school and in her home. She cared for me 

like one of her own. Later, when I started working 
for Quala Care Preschool, she became a 
coworker and mentor. She was a big influence 
during those years when I was growing and 
maturing and learning how to work with small 
children, parents and coworkers." 

After college, marriage and the birth of her own 
children, Courtney was ready for her own kids to 
start school. Not only were they blessed to have 
their Aunt Amanda as their Kindergarten teacher, 
they were also blessed to have T as the 
Kindergarten class aid. "As she had done many 
times with me when I was a child," Courtney 
elaborates, "each morning she greeted my babies 
with a warm hug and welcomed them into the 
classroom, as well as her heart. She loved their 
quirky ways and engaged with them as they told 
her a story. She wanted all the details and 
delighted in the twists and turns that 
kindergarteners so often throw in there." 

Many other parents have enjoyed the love and 
care that Teresa dispenses. "Ms.T is a delightful 
person," says AIE parent, Kasey McGil whose 
children still talk about T. "She has a great 
'first-day-of-school smile' that helps children feel 
comfortable to enter the classroom and start a 
new year." Tara Bowling says her son, Eddie, a 
Kindergarten graduate, would come home talking 
about stories Teresa had read to him and songs 
she had sung. When T became ill and was out for 
a time, Eddie was inspired to return her kindness, 
making her a special gift, "a homemade pumpkin 
pie." 

Stephen, whose three children, Jude, Nolan & 
Elam were in Kindergarten with their 
grandmother, recalls stopping in to visit Teresa 
and seeing a scene, "much like home. You'd 
often see her consoling a crying child or tying 
little shoe laces." To Stephen, "It was obvious that 
the children needed her, but she needed them 
too. Mom loves caring for everyone's children, 
not just her own. She is my mother, but nurturer 
to all." 

Daughter Jill recognizes the twenty-plus years of 
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Ms. Tat work with Eva in the Kindergarten room. 

dedication that her mother has given to the school. "I watched her teach and treat every child like they 
were one of her own. I think everyone has that one teacher growing up that really stands out and made a 
difference in their life, and for many kids, that's my momma." 

"Everyone deserves a mom like the one I get to call my own, " says Katie." I don't mind sharing her. She 
taught them with the love and kindness you would normally only expect from family." 

"Kindness," agrees son, Christopher, "I think if most people asked you to sum up my mom in a single 
word, that would be it. First in preschool, later in kindergarten, and of course at home; she's served as an 
example of kindness. Perhaps one of the most important lessons for children to learn along the way, and 
to take with them as they go throughout life is that most important act of thinking of others. And if that 
kindness is passed on, what greater legacy could one ask for?" 
Unfortunately, with the outbreak of COVID over the last year and a half, Teresa had to step away from the 
classroom, a decision that came with great difficulty. "There is nothing like the look on a child's face when 
they get it! I will miss that more than anything." She is looking forward to spending time with her 
momma, swinging on the front porch, and with her grandchildren, "the light of my life." 
Thankfully, our AIE family will not be completely deprived of T's loving presence. She will be returning 
part time this year to work with Courtney at the front desk, which makes sense, because, as Jill says, "She 
exemplifies everything AIE stands for." 
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Nat i on a I H is tor y Doy 
By Ayla Murrell 

Have you ever gone down an internet wormhole? You start off learning one thing about, say, a dog and 
then suddenly you find yourself an expert on the history of poodles as water retrievers. That's 
essentially the experience of our students who participate in National History Day each year. The only 
difference? They spend almost a year down that wormhole becoming experts on a history topic of their 
choosing. 

This year, three AIE students developed their historical research and writing expertise through the 
program: Shayleigh Smith, Kayla Grattan, and Sarah Woosley. All three advanced to the state 
competition; Sarah and Shayleigh advanced to nationals; and Sarah won the national award for 
outstanding project from Kentucky. 

Below are the respective wormholes they went down. As the new year approaches, I am excited to see 
what next year's students choose to explore as part of the coming year's theme, Debate and Diplomacy 
in History. 

Watching this year's NHD virtual awards 
ceremony. 

"Photojournalism During the Great Depression: 
How a Collection of Photographs 
Communicated the Need for Change" by Sarah 
Woosley 
"Freedom March of 63: Communicating the 
Demand for a Civil Rights Bill" by Kayla Grattan 
"Refusing to Communicate: Alexander Graham 
Bell's Devastating Impact on the Deaf 
Community" by Shayleigh Smith 

The Dramatic Paws 
By Ayla Murrell 

The show must go on! ... but sometimes it can't. This 
past year was one of those unfortunate times when 
the "show" was set aside in favor of prioritizing safety 
and logistics in a trying year. For the first time that I 
am aware of, the Dramatic Paws curtains never 
opened to reveal the hard work and talent that our 
students possess. It was missed, and if anything, we 
all came to value even more the power that the arts 
have in our lives. 
However, this year, the audience will once again file 
in, the lights will once more come up, and the 
curtains will finally open. To start us off, the senior 
class will be putting on a production of Disney's 

The Academy for Individual Excellence 
Class of 2022 Presents 

Yi-/" 

F�t:,,N1,t:\:�. 
Friday, November 19th 

Saturday, November 20th 
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Frozen. They have already begun work, and 
their enthusiasm has everyone so excited 
for where the drama program is headed 
this year! 
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Basketball 
By Coaches Amanda Williams 

& Brad Schilling 

Along with coaching 
basketball, Ms. 
Amanda teaches 
Kindergarten & Mr. 
Schilling teaches high 
school mathematics. 

Going into the 20/21 basketball season, AIE coaches knew 
that the chance of completing a full season was highly 
unlikely. Still, they wanted to attempt it. "We started, and 
completed the season with temperature checks, social 
distancing when possible, and mask wearing," recalls 
Coach Amanda Williams. Coach Brad Schilling agreed, "We 
were not sure if we were going to be able to have a 
season, as we wanted to do what we could to keep 
everyone safe. We first wanted to see how practices 
would go, and how everyone would do following the 
guidelines. This is where our athletes really shined. They 
were so good about keeping masks on, staying distanced 
every time they were not in a drill. It is a testament to the 
girls for showing their willingness to do this to even allow 
our season to proceed." 

Masks donned and social distancing in place, both 
coaches acknowledged that conditioning was the next 
hurdle. Not unlike the adults, after several months in the 
new normal, both teams had to get back in shape. The 
girls also had a very young team and had to find a new 
identity. For the girls, the beginning of the season was 
one full of growing pains. The coaches had to balance 
getting the athletes in good enough shape to play, while 
also trying to teach them how to play a new style. The 
boys team only had three true varsity players so they 
were at a disadvantage moving into the season. 
Approaching November 17th, the first game of the 
season, the anticipation was building, but their hopes 
would soon be dashed as the state-wide shutdown 
caused a hold on the season. 

Through text and emails, the coaches continued to 
encourage their players to condition and practice 
basketball while at home. They knew the lack of practice 
would be impactful, but the students and coaches carried 
on like they always did--giving their best, even if that best 
looked somewhat different. 

While AIE coaches were continuing to balance health 
concerns and athletic endeavors, another important part 
of the year had to be considered: Senior Night. Wedged 
between a shutdown and a quarantine, they were lucky to 
play the games. Four seniors were set to be celebrated for 
their efforts on the court. Jeremiah Adkins, Noah Franklin, 
Aiden Dumas, and Shayleigh Smith deserved to be 
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recognized and no one wanted them to miss 
the opportunity. The girls' coaches had 
witnessed their senior, Shayleigh Smith, as 
she served the team year after year as a 
phenomenal teammate and mentor to the 
younger players. Fortunately, Senior Night 
went off without a hitch. It was the calm in 
the storm--a moment to reflect and 
appreciate the hard work all four seniors 
had put in amidst good times, and most 
recently, difficult ones. 

The rest of the season was followed by 
shutdowns and quarantines that made it a 
very disjointed affair. All of the JV girls' 
games were canceled. The Varsity Girls 
chose not to participate due to key player 
quarantines. Ultimately, the Varsity Girls only 
played four KCAA games, but they rejoiced 
in winning all four. The JV boys, with a record 
of 2-0 squeezed into the state tournaments 
as the 8th seed. They played with a lot of grit 
and determination but came up short. The 
Varsity Girls ended the season 4-0 in the 
KCAA, and went out with a win. The Varsity 
Boys also ended the season with a much 
needed and deserved win. 

At the start of the season, the coaches 
started many practices with "we don't know 
what the season will hold so give it your best 
and enjoy it." They did. That said, it was not a 
season the coaches or players hope to 
repeat. It was hard to build team 
camaraderie when the players couldn't ride 
together to games, eat out after a game, or 
enjoy time together outside of team 
practices, but it was a successful season. 
They had an opportunity to play, build new 
friendships and learn how to push through 
adversity while looking for the positive 
during a unique season. 

Above: Senior Shayleigh Smith 
Below: Seniors, Aiden Dumas, Noah 

Franklin &Jeremiah Adkins. 
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Soccer 
By Coach Charles Main 

Charles Main coaches soccer and teaches U.S. History &
Geography 

During the long, uncertain spring and summer 
of 2020 Al E's soccer players waited out the 
lockdowns, quarantines, mask mandates and 
other mitigation measures necessitated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the same way that 
students at every other school in Kentucky did. 
They were anxious to learn if they would be 
playing soccer when (or if) the school year 
began in August. 

Hoping for the best, and with Mr. Savage's 
encouragement, new coaches Mr. Charles and 
Joe Abbott (father of Ethan and Austin Abbott) 
held a two-week skills training camp on school 
grounds in late July. Twenty-six students 
attended the eight daily, four-hour workouts, 
which focused on individual skills such as 
ball-handling, dribbling and passing. It might 
have been a typical clinic in a typical season but 
for the pandemic precautions adopted at the 
suggestion of the Kentucky Christian Athletics 
Association. When players arrived, they found 
spots painted six feet apart along the fence line 
of the field indicating where they were to place 
their bags, water and other gear at safe 
distances from one another. Before they could 
enter the practice area they had to stop for Ms. 
Paula, a retired nurse and volunteer, to take 
their temperatures. (Once the season began, 
Ms. Paula attended every practice and game, to 
take and record the temperature of every 
player.) 

It would be fair to call the season a success if all 
the team had done was bring together safely 
this community of AIE students and allow them 
to compete with students from other schools in 
a full season. But the engagement and hard 

work of the players paid off in success on the 
field. The season ended with a loss to 
Assumption in a semifinal game of the state 
tournament. Prior to that, AIE posted a record 
of 6-3-2 in the regular season-good enough to 
earn the fourth seed in the tournament and a 
first-round home game against North Hardin. 
(The teams had played twice during the season, 
with each game ending in a 3-3 tie.) Dozens of 
students turned out at Pope Lick Park to watch 
and cheer Al E's 3-1 victory on October 13. The 
shared joy and excitement of that day made the 
last game of the season, held on a cold and 
rainy Thursday night under the lights at the 
Elizabethtown Sports Complex, almost an 
afterthought. 

Our goals for the 2020 soccer season were 
modest, and consistent with the AIE philosophy 
we all know so well: we wanted every individual 
player to grow personally and as a player, and 
we wanted them to work together as a team to 
represent AIE with dignity and good 
sportsmanship. The engagement, work ethic, 
accountability and compassion required of each 
player to reach those goals also produced the 
unexpected and thrilling competitive success. 

Ms. Ayla has joined the coaching staff for the 
2021 soccer season, which began on July 13 
with the two-week summer skills clinic, and 
without last year's COVID precautions. Two 
dozen players attended. Regular evening 
practices are underway at Pope Lick Park, and 
the ten-game regular season will begin there on 
August 16 with a game against Cornerstone. 

2021 Seniors 

Dylan Krull 

and 

Owen Sosnowski 
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Baseball & 
Softball 

Coach Aaron, Gentry Groves, Tyler Aarvig, Brodie Hume, Dan Savage, Coach Andrews 
Jadon Savage, Maddox Andrews,Josh Brown, Braden Williams, Lincoln Andrews 

Last year's baseball team was very young. This year and last year they have had only one senior. They are 
creating a good foundation to build on and looking forward to the future. The kids are building their skills and 
everyone is having a fun time getting out on the field. Last year we were lucky and had some great weather 
for practice and games. We are hoping the luck continues this year, as the kids continue to grow, and are very 
excited about what's to come. 

Sarah Woosley, Cora Ballou, Kelly Puckett, Amelia Williams, Lilly Parris, Gracie Frasher, Kylie Schmidt 

Molly Cundiff, Lexi Dewitt, Sophia Alpiger, Mallory Mccubbins, Ariana Frasher. 

The softball team's season was cancelled last year due to COVID, the softball team was able to compete this 
spring! We experienced another year of rebuilding, with many new and young players joining the team. While 
we didn't win many games, the girls were eager to learn the sport and they worked hard to improve their skills. 
With no seniors on the roster last season, we hope to be very competitive this year! 



Volleyball 

By Coach Julie Dye 

Ms. Julie Dye is not 
only the volleyball 
coach, but she is a 
teacher and the 
Dean of the high 
school. 

Good, Better, Best. If you know much about the way 
grammar is taught at AIE, then you know that "good" is 
a gradable adjective and "better" and "best" are its 
grades. Looking back at this volleyball season, we had 
our fair share of all three. 

The Good 
To be COVID careful, we staggered the chairs for the 
team "bench" and didn't change sides between sets. 
Several schools didn't even get to have a season, so we 
didn't play as many games. To lengthen our season, 
we added intramural games; AIE played AIE. Plus, we 
got long sleeve jerseys in order to match the style of 
collegiate and professional teams! (I know there is 
some gnashing of teeth going on right now by some of 
our alumni players.) 

The Better 
An even better thing was that we invited our 5th, 6th 
and 7th grade girls to join us. Many did, and started 
honing their volleyball skills early by playing during 
intramural games. As we look towards future years, 
that early development and commitment will pay 
dividends. 

The Best 
However, the best thing about the 2020 Cougar 
Volleyball season was that we got to be there together: 
after a school day together; to practice together, play 
together, work together, laugh together, sweat 
together, and give our best ... together. 

Senior, EJ Clements, 
is cheered on by her 
teammates Senior 
Night. 
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Inside: 
Former Coach Murrell 
catches up with Brandon
Chasteen of Bootleg Fame! 


